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Introduction
After a long wait since the bitter developments which took place last year in Sri Lanka, the first Global
Youth Forum was held in Malaysia amongst the rising concerns over coronavirus spread. The venue
was Royal Majestic Hotel in Kuching, a major industrial and commercial hotel and a tourist resort
which is located east of Malaysia in the heart of Sarawak state. The Global Youth Meeting was held
with the support of the EU under the ICA-EU partnership called “Cooperatives in Development –
People-centered Businesses in Action”, ANGKASA, Kuching municipality, and the International
Cooperative Alliance (ICA).

Date and objectives of the event
The Meeting which was held Feb. 3-7, 2020 attracted 250 participants from the global family of
cooperatives. The meeting aimed, among others, at creating networking possibilities for the
international youth cooperators.

The purpose
For its first edition, the GYF20 aims to bring together young entrepreneurs and professionals from all around
the world in order to offer them quality training sessions to improve their skills and knowledge. The
entrepreneurship training approach is expected to lead to new solutions and recommendations, to help the
participants learn from best practices and to foster new ideas and innovation in the field of youth and
cooperative entrepreneurship.
The Forum will focus on the vital role of young entrepreneurs and professionals and their extra needs outside
of the traditional education and professional training, bringing a more innovative approach to their learning
tools and objectives.

The sessions
The GYF20’s programme is structured around a series of
training sessions designed to improve the professional
development of the participants. The participants will have
the opportunity to attend panel discussions, brainstorming
sessions, workshops, interactive Q&A, ex-cathedra sessions
etc.
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Opening Ceremony
During the opening ceremony, the Hon. Datuk Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah Sarawak, the
Malaysian Minister of Sports and Youth, Mr. Datuk Abdul Fattah Abdullah ANGKASA president,
and Mr. Ariel Guarco, ICA president, addressed the gathering with their encouraging speeches. Mr.
Guarco stressed the importance of a global youth network while addressing the business challenges
and opportunities, which may be exploited by the youth through cooperative formation. "Youth is
not the future of cooperative movement, it's also the present", he concluded.

“Youth is not the future of cooperative movement it’s also the present.”
Young people are part of social movements that
demand human rights, caring for the planet, the end
of violence, the right to education and decent work.
Cooperatives can be a powerful agent of innovation
in terms of sustainable production and
consumption, of new forms of work organization,
of women's participation, of new forms of access to
financial services, of new ways of producing and
sharing renewable and clean energy. You are
invited to be part of the largest business network in
the world, and to be part of the challenge of building
a democratic economy, which already has support
in our local communities. Young people are not the
future of the movement. They must be the present,
because the urgent problems of today mean the
future of our movement and our civilization is at
stake," he said

In the second part of the opening ceremony, Mr. Balu Iyer, ICA-AP Regional Director, Mr. Sebastien
Chaillou, Mr. Marc Noel, and Ms. Ana Aguirre were invited on the stage to join a Q&A session on
the objectives of the meeting.

3

The third and last part of the meeting, Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur, Asia and Pacific Youth President,
Ms. Hilda Ojall, ICA-Africa Youth President, and Ms. Angelica Soberanes, ICA-South
America Youth President were invited on the stage, to discuss the challenges that the youth is
facing at a global level and how cooperatives can be provide a solution to the same, while
presenting their programs.
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Workshops
After the closing of the meetings on the afternoon of the day one, workshops were formed.
These workshops covered a wide range of realistic issues including: -

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Business Models,
Environmental Issues,
Finance,
It And Social Media,
Law,
Leadership Management And hr.,
Methodologies (Tot, Storytelling),
Networking,
Social Issue,
Sustainable Development Goals.
The Global Youth Forum was designed in a way so that the workshops kept repeating during the
week in order to give the participants a chance to attend most of them. Close to 90% of the
workshops were facilitated by young individuals with age bracket also going up to 40 years of age.
These workshops were facilitated by a creative feature of online registration. This service was
provided on the conference website in view of the high quality of the workshops and capacity
limitation. It was activated on the morning of each day for the respective workshop. The duration
of each workshop was 90 minutes. All the workshops started by an overall introduction of the
attendees, followed by forming them into groups each of which would carry out activities that had
been scheduled by the workshop's facilitator. Bringing out maximum participation of attendees
was one of the main goals of the workshops. The ending part consisted of Q&A sessions followed
by a satisfaction survey.
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One of the most significant workshops regarding Asia and the Pacific region was titled,

"Who We Are- Asia and Pacific Youth"
Which followed the goal of youth networking and was facilitated by Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur.

Who We Are - Asia and Pacific Youth
Networking
Almost 60% of the world population is found in the Asian continent and therefore has the highest number
of youths in terms of population. Ever wonder what the Asian and Pacific islanders are facing these days
with regards to cooperative challenges and where do they lie in the mix of global development?
Be a part of the cooperative movement and its activities. Connect to other cooperatives in knowledge
sharing, research and increase your network in the region.

Mr. Thakur at the outset gave an introduction of the ICA-AP office including a review of what it
has accomplished so far. He then went on to underline the paramount importance of youth
networking in the Asia and Pacific region. The workshop then focused on the regional challenges
and issues which youth cooperators are faced with.

6

Another highly significant workshop which was held on the day two was,

"Going Green All The Way with Asia and Africa",
Facilitated by Ahsan Ali Thakur, and Hilda Ojall.

Going Green All The Way with Asia and Africa
Environmental Issues
Going Green and working on ‘thinking green’ is a requirement of environment sustainability. Asia and
Africa have set an example to work with the Cooperative Youth Movement to contribute to the society
by planting patches of greenery in the community for the year 2019. In 2020, we aim to cross further
continents to work for the environment of the cooperatives and community in general and to get youth
associated with the same.
It is important to know how to be a part of the COOP Green Movement. But that is not enough. The
question is how we do it or what we can do to optimize finances and work on our businesses.
Join us to learn more, know what it is to be a youth cooperative while sustaining the environment and
painting a big picture with United Nations Sustainable Developmental Goals #13 (Climate Action) as
one of its colors.

The main objective of this workshop was having the Asia-Pacific and African youth network to expand
the Go Green campaign. The campaign which aims at the 13th goal of SDG (Climate Action), has been
planned and implemented by Ahsan Ali Thakur in Asia-Pacific and Africa regions for two years and is
symbolized by planting trees, every year by youth cooperators and cooperative organizations. The
campaign now intends to expand itself beyond to the youth co-operators of more countries and
continents.
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Of the other notable events held on the second day of GYF20 was ‘Living Library’. It was a
gathering of the facilitators from across the world that picked topics and went on a face to face
discussion with the attendees interested in those topics.
The topics ranged widely from basics of
•
•

Negotiation,
Why We Research About Coops,

• Interesting Places of Nepal in 2020, Etc.
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Another creative workshop which was held by facilitators from the Asia-Pacific region was,

"Coop Governance: Enable your Collective to Achieve Sustainability"
This workshop was facilitated by Ms. Salonie, and Ms. Ila from India's Self-Employed Women
Association (SEWA). This workshop was meant to help youth cooperators with managerial and
leadership insights.

Coop Governance: Enable your Collective to Achieve Sustainability
Leadership, Management, HR
This session was intended to help understand best practices in governing a cooperative, and help it
become sustainable (Please note it was not a one-size-fits-all).
Through the session, one was able to learn from the experiences of the trainer, and other participants.
This sharing aimed to enable everyone to develop their own plan for cooperative governance.
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Closing
On the final day of GYF20, ANGKASA President delivered his speech and then Mr. Sebastien Chaillou
and Ms. Ana Aguirre elaborated about the programme (being funded by the International Summit of
Cooperatives) to support cooperative start-ups, which had been introduced by Ms. Monique F. Leroux,
ex-ICA President at the opening ceremony.

Also, Mr. Sebastien Chaillou explained on the requirements needed for membership in the Global Youth
Network.
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In continuation, a group discussion was formed where presidents of youth network of each region
exchanged comments and views with the youth of their respective regions and got their feedback.
These group discussions were based on the following general questions.
What do you need to be part of ICYC?
What do you expect?
How can we help?
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Also, in this section, the presidents of the youth networks went on to introduce their own
networks, including what they do and what requirements they consider for the youth of their
regions for membership in the regional youth committees.
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