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MESSAGE FROM THE ICA-AP  
PRESIDENT AND REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Dear members,

In November, the 15th ICA-AP Regional 
Assembly at its hybrid meeting in Seoul 
elected a new Board and a new set of office-
bearers. The board has representation from 
across all the subregions and is well equipped 
to lead the region for the next four years. Dr. 
Chandrapal Singh Yadav (India) was elected 
as President and Mr. Cai Zenhong (China) 
and Datuk Seri Dr. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah 
(Malaysia) as Vice Presidents. The other 
members of the board are Ms. Chitose Arai 
(Japan), Ms. Natalie Browning (Australia), Mr. 
Mohamadali Zeygami (Iran), Mr. Sung-hee 
Lee (Korea), Mr. Min Raj Kadel (Nepal), Mr. 
Antonio Arañas (the Philippines), Mr. Sarath 
Weerasiri (Sri Lanka), and Dr. Nguyen Ngoc 
Bao ((Vietnam). Mr. Alireza Banaeifar, who 
was elected as Chair of the Youth Committee, 
will be the Youth representative on the board. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the leadership provided by Mr. Li 
Chunsheng and the previous board for their 
dedicated work in advancing the growth and 
development of cooperatives in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

The 33rd ICA World Congress on the theme, 
Deepening the Cooperative Identity, was 
held from December 1 to 3 in Seoul. The 
Congress was held in a hybrid manner 
under the shadow of the lingering COVID-19 
pandemic with its ever-recurring variants. 
The Congress provided the opportunity for 
members to come together in person and 
celebrate 125 years of ICA and 25 years of 
the Statement of Cooperative Identity (SCI). 
To provide the Asia-Pacific perspective, we 
organised a series of online consultations 

Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav
President

Balasubramanian Iyer
Regional Director

ICA-AP 15th Regional Assembly, Seoul, the Republic of 
Korea (Hybrid)
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with members from the Philippines, Nepal, Iran, 
ASEAN and MENA (with our ICA Africa Office) 
region, and India to reflect on the SCI in their day-to-
day operations and engagement with stakeholders. 
The SCI continues to be seen as foundational 
and integral to the sustenance and growth of the 
cooperative movement. It helps connect this vast 
movement across countries, divided by geography 
and culture, and offers cooperators a noticeable 
sense of collective belonging that is unparallel in a 
globalized world. The relaunched COOP Dialogue 
covers views of members, cooperators and 
practitioners on the SCI. We encourage you to read 
the first edition and share your comments. 

The ICA Asia and Pacific region has 112 members 
from 31 countries. During the year, we were 
joined by six new members, the Matara District 
Health Cooperative Society, Sri Lanka; the 
Network Consolidated Cooperative Bank (NCCB), 
Philippines; National Yuva Co-operative Society Ltd. 
(NYCS), Centre for Cooperatives and Livelihoods – 
Autonomous (CCL), Lal Bahadur Shastri National 
Academy of Administration (LBSNAA), and the 
Tamil Nadu Small Tea Growers ICTFs Federation 
Ltd. (INDCOSERVE), India; and the Educational 
Cooperative Union of Limited Liability, Jordan. The 

21 country snapshots provide a rich overview of 
the history, policy environment, case studies and 
international engagement.

We mourn the passing of Dr. Gopal Saxena, Dr. 
Daman Prakash, Mr. P. Nair, and Mr. Mohammad 
Sharif Bhaiji. Dr. Gopal N. Saxena served as the 
Chairperson of the ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative 
Research. He joined India’s largest farmers’ 
cooperative, Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative 
Limited (IFFCO) as a junior statistician and retired 
as Director of Cooperative Development after a 
career spanning 43 years. He was closely associated 
with the ICA-AP Research Committee for over a 
decade until he retired in 2016. Dr. Daman Prakash 
worked in ICA-AP from 1962 to 2002. During his 
illustrious career, he held various positions - Director 
Agriculture Cooperative Management, Technical 
Advisor in Sri Lanka with the ICA-SCC-NCC/SL Co-
operative Teachers’ Training Project, Chief Technical 
Advisor with ILO in Indonesia, and Senior Consultant 
with JA-Zenchu of Japan. Mr. Nair had joined ICA-AP 
in 1987 as Communications Officer and served as 
Secretary to various ICA-AP committees during his 
tenure until 2007. He was instrumental in organizing 
research conferences and workshops as part of his 
committee activities. Mr. Mohammad Sharif Bhaiji 

6 new  
members  
from 4 countries 
of the Asia-Pacific 
region joined  
ICA in 2021.

Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, ICA-AP, President at 
the Opening of Cooperative Innovation Fair at World 
Cooperative Congress, Seoul, the Republic of Korea
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got involved in the world of cooperatives in his early 
years and continued his father’s legacy through 
cooperative housing societies where he established 
many hospitals, schools, rehabilitation centers and 
recreation parks. He served as a Board Member of 
the Cooperative Housing International (CHI), the 
sectoral organization of ICA, from 2009 to 2013. 

The Third Asia-Pacific Cooperative Youth Summit, on 
the theme, ‘Celebrating Youth as the Torchbearers 
of the Cooperative Identity’ was held in July. The 
Summit held virtually attracted 3,500 registrations 
from 23 countries. The winners of Coop Pitch were: 

Eco-Clean (Indonesia), a platform cooperative 
for cleaning-service providers; Himalayan Hemp 
Cooperative (India), a community of artisans and 
farmers creating eco-conscious products; and Udara 
Cooperative (Malaysia), food production through 
aquaponics systems. A multistakeholder consultation 
on “Autonomy and Independence of Cooperatives 
in India” was held in September to discuss the 
prospects for the cooperative sector, considering the 
current political economy in India. The consultation 
brought forth the Anand declaration, containing a set 
of policy recommendations. The ICA-AP Committee 
on Cooperatives in Educational Institutions 
organized an online global workshop on the theme, 
‘Building and Strengthening Cooperative Identity 
among Youth through Cooperatives in Educational 
Institutions’ to bring perspectives from experts 
on global best practices and recommendations 
to strengthen Cooperative Identity among youth. 
The ICA-AP Committee on Women during the 
ICA Congress organized the 11th Asia-Pacific 
Cooperative Women Forum, “Why Cooperative 
Identity matters to Women,” in a hybrid manner. The 
forum deliberated on how the Cooperative Identity 
positively impacts women cooperative members and 
the challenges experienced by women in practising 
cooperative principles and values; and what can be 
done to further strengthen the impact. The ICA-AP 
Committee on Consumer Cooperation organized 
a series of webinars to highlight the role played by 
cooperatives to bridge the gap between producers 
and consumers during the pandemic.

We celebrated International Day of Cooperatives, 
#RebuildBetterTogether and showcased how 
cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific region are meeting 
the COVID-19 pandemic crisis with solidarity and 
resilience and offering communities a people-
centered and environmentally just recovery. The 
training programs under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), 
Government of Japan continued to be carried out 
online. The ICA-EU Partnership on Cooperatives in 
Development People-Centered Businesses in Action 
Project came to an end in August and was successful 
in addressing the Project’s three strategic priorities 
– Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Youth 
Inclusion, and Work and Ownership. It helped to 
strengthen the capacity of the federation, increased 

COOP Dialogue,  
a bi-annual publication by ICA-AP
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130 participants 
from 20 countries 
attended the  
15th ICA-AP Regional 
Assembly in Seoul, the 
Republic of Korea.

Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer presenting memento to  
Mr. Sung-hee Lee, Chairman, NACF
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advocacy, and improved the visibility of cooperatives 
as development actors. ICA President Ariel Guarco 
attended a National Cooperative Conference 
organised by the Indian cooperative movement under 
the leadership of the National Cooperative Union 
of India (NCUI) and IFFCO to welcome the Union 
Minister of Home Affairs & Minister of Cooperation, 
Mr. Amit Shah.

We would like to thank Ms. Savitri Singh who worked 
at ICA-AP for 20 years! She contributed immensely 
to the development of the ICA-AP Committee on 
Women and in organizing important regional 
events like Cooperative Ministers’ Conference, 
Cooperative Forum, and the ICA-MAFF (Govt. of 
Japan) training course.

We are thankful to our MBO sponsoring organizations 
– All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops 
(ACFSMC), Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union 

(JCCU), Malaysian National Cooperative Movement 
(ANGKASA), and National Agricultural Cooperative 
Federation (NACF). We continue to receive generous 
support from the MAFF, Government of Japan to 
foster leadership and develop cooperatives in the Asia 
and Pacific region. During the year, the regional office 
continued its engagement with Aflatoun International, 
Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural 
Development (AFA); Fairtrade Network of Asia and 
Pacific Producers (Fairtrade-NAPP); Institute of Rural 
Management, Anand (IRMA); Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. (GCMMF, AMUL), 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the 
United Nations, SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC), 
Mahila Abhivruddhi Society, Andhra Pradesh 
(APMAS), Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), 
SEWA Cooperative Federation, and the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA).

Balasubramanian Iyer
Regional Director

Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav
President

Staff of Central Cooperative Society Limited (CCS), Myanmar on International Day of Cooperatives 2021
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02
IN FOCUS

2021 was a momentous year for ICA-AP. After 
the postponement of the Regional Assembly 
and Regional Board elections in 2020, the 
members got an opportunity to meet in a 
hybrid mode and elect a new board in 2021.

The ICA-AP Regional Board in its meeting 
in October 2020 had approved holding the 
Regional Assembly in two parts – the 14th 
Regional Assembly to be held online in 
February 2021 and the elections for the new 
Regional Board to be held in-person at the 
15th Regional Assembly in conjunction with 
the 33rd ICA World Cooperative Congress in 
December 2021 in Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

The 14th ICA-AP Regional Assembly was 
held online on 24 February to consider 
administrative issues and approve the 
postponement of the ICA-AP Regional 
Board elections. The online assembly was 
attended by more than 110 participants 
from 18 countries – Australia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Jordon, Korea, 

Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Palestine, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. Mr. Li Chunsheng, 
President of ICA-AP, chaired the assembly. 
The members remembered colleagues and 
cooperative leaders like Mr. Sethu Madhavan, 
Dr. T. Paranjothi, Mr. Prem Kumar, Mr. Kwek 
Kok Kwong, and Royal Professor Ungku A. 
Aziz who we lost in 2020.

The key activities carried out since the last 
Regional Assembly in Tehran (ICA-MAFF 
Japan Training Project; ICA-EU Project; 2nd 
Asia Pacific Cooperatives Registrars’ Forum 
in 2019 in Vietnam; efforts to expand the 
membership in the Pacific, Central Asia and 
Middle East Asia regions; trainings, seminars, 
and workshops carried out; and celebration 
of the 60th anniversary), along with the 
financial reports of 2018 and 2019 and the 
membership situation were presented to the 
members. The Regional Assembly approved 
the postponement of the Regional Board 

ICA-AP Regional Assembly and Regional Board Elections

ICA-AP 14th Regional Assembly (Online)
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elections. The election had to be postponed due to 
COVID-19 imposed travel restrictions in 2020 and 
can only take place in-person as per ICA rules.

meetings and elections on 28 and 29 November and 
presented brief updates during the assembly.

The Regional Board elections took place in two 
phases, phase 1 was the election of Regional Board 
members and phase 2, election of ICA-AP Vice 
Presidents and President. The elections committee 
appointed to oversee the process included Drs. 
Robby Tulus - ex Regional Director, ICA-AP; 
Professor. Seungkwon Jang - Professor of Business 
Administration, Department of Management of 
Cooperatives, Graduate School Cooperative MBA, 
Graduate School of Social Economy, Sungkonghoe 
University, Korea; and Ms. Stefania Marcone - Chief 
of International Relations and European Policy, 
Legacoop, Italy.

The 15th ICA-AP Regional Assembly was held 
in Seoul, the Republic of Korea on 30 November 
in a hybrid manner to approve administrative 
issues and conduct elections of the new ICA-AP 
Regional Board. It was attended by more than 
130 participants from 20 countries – Australia, 
Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Jordon, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Mr. Li Chunsheng, President of ICA-AP, chaired the 
assembly. Mr. Sung-Hee Lee, Chairman, NACF, 
Korea, the host country, shared his welcome remarks. 
Mr. Ariel Guarco attended the ICA-AP Regional 
Assembly and took that opportunity to welcome the 
ICA-AP delegates to the World Cooperative Congress. 
Highlighting the region’s importance, he said, “I am 
convinced that your region will continue to be an 
important pillar for the global cooperative movement.”

The key activities carried out since the last Regional 
Assembly in February, the financial report of 2020 
and the membership situation were presented to 
the members. The members were informed about 
the elections schedule, exception requests by 
members to vote, and the elections committee. Mr. 
Iyer demonstrated the electronic voting system to all 
the members.

The various ICA-AP regional and thematic 
committees – Consumer Cooperation, Credit and 
Banking, Education, Research, Trade and Business, 
and Youth Committee held their office bearers’ 

Mr. Ariel Guarco, ICA President addressing the ICA-AP 15th 
Regional Assembly in Seoul, the Republic of Korea (Hybrid)

Campaigning during ICA-AP Regional Board Elections

ICA-AP Committee on Trade and Business presenting its updates 
to the Regional Assembly

Phase 1 elections had 12 nominations from Australia, 
China, India, Iran, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Palestine, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. For 
phase 2 elections, three nominations were received 
for the position of Vice-Presidents from China, Iran, 
and Malaysia and two nominations were received for 
the position of President from India and Japan.
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ICA-AP New Regional Board (2021-24)

There are 13 board members of who 11 are directly elected by the Regional Assembly; the chairpersons of the 
Committee on Women and Committee on Youth Cooperation are co-opted to represent cross-cutting sectors. 

Dr. Chandrapal 
Singh Yadav

Chairman of Krishak 
Bharti Cooperative Ltd. 

(KRIBHCO), India

President

Dr. Mohammad Ali 
Zeyghami

Deputy of Economic 
and International Affairs 
at the Iran Chamber of 

Cooperatives (ICC), Iran

Member

Mr. Antonio  
C. Aranas

Board Chairperson of the 
National Confederation of 
Cooperatives (NATCCO), 

Philippines

Member

Mr. Cai Zhenhong
Vice-President of All 
China Federation of 
Supply & Marketing 

Coops (ACFSMC), China

Vice-President

Ms. Chitose Arai
Vice President of the 
Japanese Consumers’ 

Cooperative Union 
(JCCU), Japan

Member & Acting 
Chairperson, ICA-AP 

Committee on Women

Mr. G.D. Sarath 
Weerasiri

Chairman of the National 
Cooperative Council of 

Sri Lanka (NCCSL),  
Sri Lanka

Member

Datuk Seri  
Dr. Abdul Fattah 

Abdullah
Chairperson of the Malaysian 

National Cooperative 
Movement (ANGKASA), 

Malaysia

Vice-President

Mr. Sung-hee Lee
Chairman of the National 
Agricultural Cooperative 

Federation (NACF), 
Korea

Member

Dr. Nguyen  
Ngoc Bao

President of the Vietnam 
Cooperative Alliance 

(VCA), Vietnam

Member

Ms. Natalie Browning
Board of Director and 
Deputy Chairperson of 

Cooperative Bulk Handling 
Ltd. (CBH Group), Australia

Member

Mr. Min Raj Kadel
Chairman of the National 
Cooperative Federation 
of Nepal (NCF), Nepal

Member

Mr. Alireza Banaefir
Chairperson of 

ICA-AP Committee 
on Youth Cooperation 

(ICYC), Iran

Member

13Annual Activities Report 2021



Highlight

Can you tell us a bit about yourself and how you 
joined the cooperative movement?

I started my cooperative journey in the 1980s as a member of a village-level 
primary society called Sadhan Sahkari Samiti. Being farmers and members, 
our family would often take benefits and services from the society like fertilisers 
and pesticides. I would work in fields and reap the collective benefit of being a 
cooperative society member. I gained interest in the movement and decided to 
immerse myself in it. 

My first elected position was as Director of the village level society. After that, 
I became the Director of a district cooperative bank and got representation at 
the state cooperative bank in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. I worked as the Director 
of the Uttar Pradesh Cooperative Marketing Federation and later served as its 
Chairman from 1994 to 1999. Simultaneously, I got involved with the IFFCO, 
KRIBHCO, and the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of 
India Ltd. (NAFED). I was the Director of NAFED until 1996. I was elected as 
the Vice-Chairman of KRIBHCO from 1996 to 1999, and Chairman from 1999 
to 2010. After a gap of five years, I was re-elected as Chairman of KRIBHCO in 
2015 and 2020. During this period, I was also a governing council member of 
NCUI and was elected as the Chairman from 2010 to 2020.

Q1

How did you get involved in ICA-AP?

My involvement with ICA-AP started when I was the Chairman of NCUI in 2010. 
I contested for the ICA-AP Regional Board elections and the position of Vice 
President in 2012 and 2016 and won both times. After having served on the board 
of ICA-AP for almost 11 years, I decided to contest for the post of President at the 
recent elections held in November 2021 in Seoul, the Republic of Korea. Thanks 
to the support of members from the region, I won with a comfortable majority! I 
am very grateful for the confidence they have shown in me!

Q2

Interview with  
Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav,  
ICA-AP President
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How has the movement changed since you 
first joined it? please share any 1-2 specific 
examples of how the movement has changed 
for good or bad.

The significant step to strengthen the Indian cooperative movement was brought 
in by the 97th Constitutional Amendment Act in 2002. The amendment brought in 
the democratic nature of cooperatives, led to timely elections, proper maintenance 
of records, and an increase in awareness among the masses for cooperatives. 
People’s view of the cooperatives started to change for good. Those who used 
to think that cooperatives only reached limited people, and not every individual 
benefited as there was corruption, started to see that cooperatives can play an 
important role in improving farmers’ productivity and them getting good rates for 
their produce. Their faith was restored. 

The 97th constitutional amendment bestowed the formation of cooperatives as 
a fundamental right. A lot of people started to join cooperatives, as a result, we 
now have more than 8 lakh cooperatives with 32 crore cooperators. We now 
have a large network of cooperative banks facilitating access to credit across the 
country. The cooperative marketing federations have expanded; they are now 
competing with MNCs and producing an array of products. Some examples are 
Amul dairy products, KRIBHCO and NAFED’s agriculture products, chocolates 
by CAMCO coop in Karnataka, and products of rubber cooperatives in Kerala.

For cooperatives to succeed, government support is needed from time to time 
while ensuring their independence and autonomy. If governments support 
the movement without much interference, then cooperatives can flourish. For 
example, when cooperatives registered under the Multi-state Cooperative 
Society Act, they got more independence and autonomy, which in turn helped 
in their expansion and growth. When cooperatives can independently decide on 
their matters, the process becomes quicker.

I have seen the cooperative movement only improving and growing. Now, there 
is a need to focus on training as we have educated members in cooperatives. 
If we talk about competing with MNCs in production, then we should also be 
competing with them in the management style.

Q3

Do you see any differences or similarities 
between the Indian cooperative movement and 
that of other nations?

With 8 lakh cooperatives and 32 crore cooperators, India’s movement is the 
biggest in Asia. Democracy and transparency are strong features of the 
movement with cooperative values and principles being diligently followed. 
One major difference that I see in many countries is that cooperatives are still 
running with government support and with that, I feel comes interference. My 
experience so far is mainly with the Indian movement. Through ICA’s platform, 

Q4
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From the president of a village cooperative to 
now the President of ICA-AP, you have had an 
incredible journey, what kind of challenges have 
you seen and how did you overcome those?

The cooperative movement has faced a lot of challenges and it is the responsibility 
of the cooperative leaders and directors to fight those challenges.

As I said, with government support, fighting challenges becomes much easier. 
Currently, cooperatives face a heavy tax burden which shouldn’t be the case. 
Cooperatives work for the marginalised and weaker sections of the society, small 
and marginal farmers, small businessmen, which is also part of the Government’s 
agenda. If cooperatives get tax exemptions considering their services, then they 
will be able to work better and can solve people’s problems.

In India, cooperatives are state subjects. We know that there are different 
governments in different states and the treatment of cooperatives across 
the states is not the same. In states where government interference is more, 
cooperatives have taken a step backwards and it created difficulties for the 
movement to grow.

There is a need for proper training and education in cooperatives. Every person 
associated with a cooperative should be well versed with its values and principles 
so that they are better able to serve and run cooperatives.

If we, cooperators, work together and spread the same values among people, we 
will be able to implement the people’s businesses and solve the socio-economic 
problems of our countries. Wherever people don’t cooperate, problems arise, so 
we should rise above politics, language, class, and gender issues.

Q5

I will learn more about cooperatives in other countries. We will try to facilitate a 
good exchange of cooperative best practices, learn from countries with strong 
movements like Australia, China, Korea, and Japan, and share knowledge from 
our country. 

The way we have nurtured the Indian cooperative movement, similarly, we 
will work for the growth of cooperatives in the Asia and Pacific region. In many 
countries, people are not even aware of cooperatives, we aim to fulfil that 
gap and create awareness among the masses. If we present the examples of 
countries like China and Japan with strong cooperatives movements, people will 
be attracted towards cooperatives. We will develop the cooperative movement 
in those countries either through government schemes, or link people with 
cooperatives and provide them with employment opportunities. The more people 
join cooperatives, the better the membership will be in the region. We will target 
to reach every country in the region through cooperatives.
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What will be your priorities as President of ICA-
AP?

For an inclusive and equitable international cooperation among cooperatives in 
the Asia and Pacific region, we have prepared a 10-point programme and will 
start working towards the same. This includes:

1.  Working closely with fellow cooperatives and the national governments to 
create an enabling legal and policy framework to uphold the democratic 
and autonomous character of the cooperative institutions.

2.  Strategizing to strengthen and rebuild cooperatives in the region post the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

3.  Strengthening the resources and network of ICA-AP to achieve the goals 
of gender equality, women empowerment and socio-economic equality 
in the region.

4.  Strengthening the capacity of youth through focused cooperative 
programs at educational and business institutions.

5.  Furthering the cooperative agendas including Climate Action at 
international fora like UN, G20, ASEAN, SAARC, etc.

6.  Focusing on data collection and research to create a roadmap for 
innovation and sustainable initiatives.

7. Promoting C2C trade in the region.

8.  Expanding member base in ICA-AP Network with special focus on the 
Middle East, Central Asia and the Pacific.

9.  Reaching out to all members to understand their requirements and 
formulate a need-based strategy and action plan to address the gaps.

10.  Promoting skill-based training programs for better income generation of 
coop members and sharing best practices across countries.

Q6

Dr. Yadav addressing the ICA Congress in Seoul, the Republic of Korea
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Q7 You mentioned women and youth inclusion, 
how do you see them in the leadership and not 
just passively participating?

WIndia has around 50% women population, but we don’t see that in cooperatives! 
Why? What have we done to make women part of the cooperative movement? 
We should educate them about cooperatives through various training programs 
and make them aware of the benefits and services, then only they will join the 
movement.

If we can provide women employment through cooperatives, make credit 
available through cooperative banks and have cooperative marketing federations 
support them, they will be happy to join the movement. The primary need is to 
bring women into the movement, provide equal opportunities, and give them 
leadership roles. 

The same is with youth who often are more attracted to the corporate sector 
which provides them with large pay packages. They don’t realise that by starting 
a cooperative, they can be job creators and can employ multiple people. The 
opportunities to show one’s true potential is limited in an MNC but starting one’s 
cooperative gives ample opportunities to learn and grow, serve the marginalised, 
and work for the development of their communities and country. 

We will work in this direction by bringing changes in the education curriculum 
of primary and high schools to incorporate cooperative education. When we will 
teach them about cooperative structures, principles and values right from the 
beginning, they will find cooperatives as an equally interesting career option. If 
well-educated youth join the movement, they will help the movement grow and 
we can utilise the power of the young.

We need to pay attention to the needs of youth and women, make them aware, 
train them, and provide them opportunities. Once they are well-versed with the 
fundamentals of cooperatives, we need to elect them into leadership roles. The 
movement will only get benefitted from the new and young ideologies. They can 
bring with them varied perspectives, new technologies, marketing strategies, 
and help cooperatives compete at the national and global levels.

Women and youth in leadership positions can be of huge significance, the 
movement will turn young and get to experience varied management styles.
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Q8 Where do you see the future of coops in the 
Asia-Pacific region in the next 4 years?

The Asia and Pacific is the largest region among all four ICA regions and with 
the maximum number of countries. Cooperatives are needed to meet the needs 
of people in the region, as most are working as farmers and small traders. 
Governments alone cannot create job opportunities for a huge population. 
Cooperatives can fulfil this gap and work towards the development of countries 
in the region. 

In the next 4 years, we would be able to reach out to all these countries and 
increase the development of cooperatives by:

- Building shared and inclusive sustainable cooperative economy,

- Building capital for cooperatives,

-  Promoting skill-based training and education for youth and women in 
cooperatives,

-  Adopting digital and emerging technologies for the growth of cooperatives, 
and

-  Strengthening the cooperative bonds in the Asia and Pacific region 
amongst ICA members.

Dr. Yadav addressing the ICA-AP 12th Regional Assembly in New Delhi, India
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03COOPERATIVE IDENTITY 
IN ASIA-PACIFIC
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03
COOPERATIVE IDENTITY IN ASIA-PACIFIC

Twenty-six years have passed since the ICA 
Statement on the Cooperative Identity (SCI) 
was adopted during the centenary year of the 
ICA in 1995. Soon after the SCI’s formulation, 
cooperators in the Asia and Pacific region 
convened in Jaipur, India in 1997 to 

deliberate on the SCI and its implementation 
in practice. It was recognised by them as 
a not so “rigid framework” and subject to 
flexible interpretation by cooperators in the 
region. 

Consultations with Members and Stakeholders

The ICA-AP Regional Office organised a 
series of online consultations with members 
in 2021 to reflect on the SCI in their day-
to-day operations and engagement with 
stakeholders. The consultations held with 
members from India, Iran, Jordan, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Philippines, Palestine, Singapore, 
and from the Africa region including 
Egypt, Kenya, Lebanon and Tunisia in 
partnership with the ICA Africa Regional 
Office reflected on how the SCI guides 
day-to-day operations (practical challenges 
and strategies to overcome them), sets 
cooperatives (membership and value-based) 
apart from other business enterprises, 
fosters member interest and responsibilities, 
enhances the effective ‘cooperativeness’ of 
their organisations, and helps relationships 

with government and stakeholders. The SCI 
continues to be seen as foundational and 
integral to the sustenance and growth of the 
cooperative movement. 

In July 2021, the Government of India 
constituted an independent Ministry of 
Cooperation (MoC) to provide a separate 
administrative, legal and policy framework 
to strengthen the cooperative movement. 
At the same time, the Supreme Court of 
India struck down provisions in the 97th 
Constitutional Amendment Act that impinged 
on the role of states and declared that 
cooperative societies as a subject matter 
belong “wholly and exclusively to the State 
legislatures to legislate upon.” Central to both 
the decisions is the issue of the ‘autonomy 
and independence’ of cooperatives. 

Consultation on Cooperative Identity with members in 
Malaysia and Singapore

Consultation on Cooperative Identity with members  
in India
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Consultation on Autonomy and Independence of Cooperatives 
in India, Gujarat, India

Opening Ceremony of the ICA 33rd World Cooperative 
Congress in Seoul, the Republic of Korea

In September, ICA-AP in collaboration with IRMA, 
the ICA Domus Trust (IDT), and APMAS organized 
a multistakeholder consultation on “Autonomy and 
Independence of Cooperatives in India” in September 
2021. Cooperators, practitioners, academicians, 
and experts in the sector examined the legal and 
constitutional implications of these decisions and 
explored how future initiatives on cooperatives can 
embed the autonomy of the cooperative sector and 
make it vibrant. The consultation reflected on what ails 
the cooperative sector today and came out with the 
Anand Declaration, set of policy recommendations 
for enabling ‘ease of doing business’ to inform and 
engage the new MoC. 

The SCI continues 
to be seen as 
foundational 
and integral to 
the sustenance 
and growth of 
the cooperative 
movement. 

In December, the 33rd World Cooperative Congress 
in Seoul, with the theme, Deepening the Cooperative 
Identity, celebrated and deepened the understanding 
of the SCI. The Congress came both at a time of 
celebration and crisis. While we celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of the ICA and the 25th anniversary of the 
SCI, we also battled challenges on several fronts, in 
the form of global health pandemic, climate change, 
widening inequalities, migration, refugee crisis, 
intra and inter-state conflicts, competition with other 
businesses and among cooperatives themselves, 
ageing demography, population explosion, rising 
unemployment and discontent among youth, 
increasing violence against the marginalised, girls 
and women, and diminishing tolerance towards 
others. As diverse as these challenges, is the status 
of the SCI and cooperative movement’s visibility in 
the Asia and Pacific region.
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In November, ICA-AP relaunched COOP Dialogue 
as a biannual publication to start conversations 
around issues that are relevant to cooperatives in 
the region. The experience of cooperatives across 
the Asia and Pacific is rich and diverse and ICA-AP 
hopes to bring these together in COOP Dialogue to 
share, inform, and learn. Each issue, focusing on a 
topical theme, will present different perspectives and 
create a dialogue. 

The first issue of COOP Dialogue on ‘Cooperative 
Identity in the Asia Pacific’ was released on 23 
November in line with the theme of the 33rd World 
Cooperative Congress, ‘Deepening the Cooperative 
Identity’. The ICA-AP office reached out to experts 
in the region to get their perspectives on how they 
see the SCI applied in practice, areas where it has 
worked and places where it needs improvement. It 
carried the perspectives of 

(a) Prof. Akira Kurimoto, Former Chairperson of 
the ICA-AP Research Committee on Deepening 
cooperative identity in Asia and Pacific, that linked 
the global issues we face with the SCI

(b) Mr. Gary Cronan, Strategist and Researcher from 
Australia on Cooperative Size and Identity, arguing 
that size of cooperatives is a big determinant in 
how Cooperative Identity is practiced and how the 
cooperative movements are shaped

COOP Dialogue

Interview with Ms. Juhee Lee from the SAPENet Development 
Center, iCOOP, Korea for COOP Dialogue

(c) Mr. Bhima Subrahmanyam, Chairperson of the 
International Cooperative Banking Association, 
analysed Cooperative Identity and the banking sector 
in light of the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 
2020 and the Supreme Court of India’s verdict on the 
97th Constitution Amendment Act 2011

(d) Ms. Parinaz Asareh, a young cooperator from 
Iran focused on Cooperative Principles and Values: 
Impact on Youth and how we can create awareness 
and encourage youth to participate in the cooperative 
movement

(e) Ms. Mirai Chatterjee, Chairperson of SEWA 
Cooperative Federation, India spoke on how SEWA 
promotes the SCI among the informal women 
workers (IWW) and helps them internalise it, and

(f) Ms. Juhee Lee from the SAPENet Development 
Center, iCOOP, Korea about the Intersection of Legal 
Frameworks for SSE and Cooperatives in light of the 
ongoing efforts to pass the Framework Act on SSE 
; the differences between the proposed Act and the 
2012 Framework Act on Cooperatives, and iCOOP’s 
position. 

This first issue is now available in three languages – 
English, Hindi, and Arabic.
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Ms. Anahita Eslahpazir, CEO, Rah-e-Roshd Cooperative, Iran 
making a presentation on Cooperative Principle 1 - Voluntary 
and Open Membership

The identity of women cooperators is embedded 
within a wide range of social, economic, cultural, 
political, and religious contexts, which shape and 
influence their position in society. The Cooperative 
Identity rooted in principles and values offers women 

11th Asia-Pacific Regional Women’s Forum 

Participants at the Hybrid 11th Asia and Pacific Regional Women’s Forum

the opportunity to organise themselves to realise 
their common economic, social and cultural needs 
irrespective of their backgrounds and contexts.

At the ICA’s 33rd World Cooperative Congress in 
November 2021, women cooperators met in Seoul 
at the 11th Asia and Pacific Regional Women’s 
Forum to discuss why the Cooperative Identity 
matters to women. The forum deliberated on how 
the Cooperative Identity positively impacts women 
cooperative members from diverse backgrounds; 
issues and challenges experienced by women in 
practising cooperative principles and values; and 
what can be done to further strengthen the positive 
impact.

Given the increasing episodes of intra and inter-
state conflicts and violence against women, the 
forum encouraged an exchange of views between 
cooperators on the impact of conflict and violence 
on women and sought their recommendations for the 
inclusion of peace and non-violence in the SCI.
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National Cooperative Conference organised by the Indian Cooperative Movement on 25th September 2021

National Cooperative Conclave in India

A National Cooperative Conference was organised 
by the Indian cooperative movement led by the 
NCUI and IFFCO to welcome and felicitate the 
Union Minister of Home Affairs & new Minister of 
Cooperation, Mr. Amit Shah on 25th September 
2021. The President of the International Cooperative 
Alliance, Mr. Ariel Guarco was also one of the Chief 
Guests on this occasion. Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare; Mr. B. 
L. Verma, Union Minister of State for Cooperation; 
Mr. Devendra K. Singh, IAS, Secretary, MoC; and 
ICA members including IFFCO, NCUI, NAFED, 
KRIBHCO and others were also present. The event 
was attended by more than 2,100 members of the 
Indian cooperative movement and reached around 
60 million people through the online medium.

In July 2021, the 
Government of 
India constituted an 
independent Ministry 
of Cooperation 
(MoC) with a mission 
‘Sahkar se Samridhi 
(Prosperity through 
Cooperation)’
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Mr. Shah expressed his views on ‘Sahakar se 
Samriddhi’ (Prosperity through Cooperation) 
mission of the Government of India and said that 
the cooperative sector will give full thrust to fulfil the 
government’s goal of a USD 5 trillion Indian economy. 
The MoC will strengthen cooperative institutions, 
bring transparency, modernize and computerize, and 
create competitive cooperatives. In the upcoming year, 
emphasis will be put on creating a new cooperative 

Mr. Ariel Guarco, ICA President addressing the gathering at the 
National Cooperative Conference, India

Coop Leaders’ Dialogue on Cooperative Identity organised by MASS-SPECC, an ICA Member in Philippines

policy, building common service centers, and creating 
a national database of cooperatives. 

Expressing his happiness on the establishment of the 
new MoC for the first time since the independence 
of India, Mr. Guarco said the new Ministry has in its 
hands the opportunity to strengthen the cooperative 
model together with the Indian cooperative movement 
and contribute to the prosperity of India. He noted 
that this will consolidate the rich trajectory of the 
Indian Cooperative movement as India assumes 
Presidency of the G20 in 2022.

President Guarco utilised this opportunity to visit 
the ICA-AP regional office in New Delhi and meet 
staff, officials at the MoC, and the ICA members in 
India. During interaction with the staff, he touched 
upon experiences from his life and pressed upon the 
need to stay connected with one’s roots to be a true 
cooperator! He met Mr. Abhay Kumar, Joint Secretary, 
MoC and Dr. K.K. Tripathy, Officer on Special Duty, 
MoC and offered support from ICA and ICA-AP. A 
meeting of all ICA members in India with President 
Guarco was organised at the NCUI headquarters 
where each member organisation introduced and 
showcased their work to the President. 

Highlight

Continuing Conversation on Cooperative Identity
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On June 24, 2021, MASS-SPECC, an ICA member from the Philippines, held 
the Coop Leaders’ Dialogue on Cooperative Identity. A series of Cluster and 
Regional Steering Committee meetings were also conducted from August to 
October 2021 to continue the on-ground conversations to identify action points 
for cooperatives to strengthen cooperative their identity. The outcomes of the 
dialogue were:

I. Deepening the Cooperative Identity

In Philippines, not all the cooperative principles are consistently practiced by 
cooperatives. The cooperative leaders focus mostly on the business side of 
the enterprise and coop principles have not been given their due importance 
in operations. To ensure that cooperatives put into practice the values and 
principles, a comprehensive review and monitoring of the policies and business 
practices was suggested. The leaders recommended integrating SCI in work 
plans, programs, policies, and business operations and facilitating continuous 
education for coop members, officers, and staff. Some of the actions identified 
for MASS-SPEC include – 

Strategic  
planning to ensure 

incorporation 
of SCI within 
the plans of 

cooperatives and 
their KPIs

Committees 
to monitor 

organizations’ 
compliance with 

the SCI

Movement vision 
monitoring tool 

to measure coop 
achievement 

Common logo  
and branding 

materials

Coop  
membership 

focus in the vision 
statement

Use of multimedia 
platforms for 

promotion and 
information 

dissemination

Capacity-building 
program
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II.  Differentiating cooperatives from other 
businesses

The leaders discussed that cooperatives must see the difference from other 
businesses and should focus on member services and engagement. They need 
to prove themselves as socially responsible enterprises by putting premium 
on people, the planet, and prosperity. For this, their products and services 
should integrate SCI and translate into improving the lives of members and the 
community. The dialogue fleshed out several actions such as – 

A membership engagement platform

Network-wide standard products, services and programs, and more visibility

Wealth-building program for their members

Competency development in leadership and management

Standard modules and approaches for members’ continuing education

A collective branding program with each members’ stake in it 

Review policies, products, programs to focus on improving members’ lives

III.  Increasing the competitiveness of 
cooperatives

Cooperatives in the Philippines are slowly losing out to competition mainly because 
of complacency. Uncompetitive lending rates and lack of integrated operations 
made the business processes less efficient. To ensure competitiveness in the 
market, coops must embrace innovation (e.g., use of technology, digitalization, 
the efficiency of operations, and delivery of quality service to members), involve 
youth, cooperate with other coops, improve member relations, add value to 
members, and enhance the competencies of leaders, staff, and members. The 
coop leaders recommended coops should invest and participate in shared 
services within the cluster or inter-cluster activities and institutions (e.g., hospital, 
processing facility, etc.)

IV. Cooperation among cooperatives

There is competition and no cooperation among cooperatives due to a lack 
of government regulations, policy guidance, and self-regulation structure. 
The prevalence of individual interests over common interests also aggravates 
the competition. To tackle this challenge, the leaders recommended that 
all cooperatives should agree on and develop a system of self-regulation by 
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creating standards, internal guidelines, harmonized 
policies, mechanisms for dialogue, collaboration, 
knowledge building, and regular enforcement and 
monitoring by the federation. The Cooperative 
Development Authority (CDA) was advised to create 
clear regulations and guidelines on coop branching 
and multi-membership, among other concerns. 

Standards for savings and loan interest, education, 
and other practices can be developed at the cluster 
level and initiated by the Mindanao Cooperative 
Manager Club (MCMC) and MASS-SPECC was also 
suggested among other things. 

V. Environmental and social responsibility

Environmental programs of cooperatives have a limited impact because 
resources are not pooled for greater impact. Environmental programs are only 
seasonal, not sustainable. The leaders advised to implement programs where 
there is pooling of resources and partnering with environmental groups and 
local government units (LGUs). MASS-SPECC was recommended to coordinate 
and monitor the implementation of these programs, inform cooperatives of the 
results, and recommend future actions. It was also recommended to implement 
SCOOPS and lead in the institutionalization of 3Rs (Re-use, Recycle, Reduce) 
as a coop policy. 

VI.  New initiatives: Agriculture, Health 
services, etc.

In addition to the existing initiatives on agriculture and health services, 
cooperatives were encouraged to support Yaman ang Kalusugan Program 
(YAKAP) and Agri-Based Enterprise System (Agri-BEST) programs, emphasize 
the value of healthcare for members, and promote the wholistic program 
for farmers, involving cooperatives in the value chain in collaboration with 
government agencies and CSOs. Some of the actions recommended were:

Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP at 
the Coop Leaders’ Dialogue

Online health 
consultation 
for members 
with member 

health 
professionals

Promote  
YAKAP

Establish 
a common 
facility for 

agri-products 
processing

Encourage 
members to 
engage in 
gardening 

under FAITH 
(Food Always 
In The Home) 

Program
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04YOUTH AS 
TORCHBEARERS 
OF COOPERATIVE 
IDENTITY 
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04
YOUTH AS TORCHBEARERS OF 
COOPERATIVE IDENTITY 

Asia Pacific Cooperative Youth Summit 3.0

As part of the ICA-EU Partnership Framework, 
ICA-AP along with ICYC and the ICA Domus 
Trust organised the third edition of the Asia 
Pacific Cooperative Youth Summit (APCYS 
3.0) in July 2021. The theme this year was 
‘Celebrating Youth as Torchbearers of the 
Cooperative Identity.’ The Summit, held 
virtually, received over 3,500 registrations from 
23 Countries – Bangladesh, Brazil, Cambodia, 
Cameroun, CANADA, China, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Japan, Kenya, KIRIBATI, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Sri 
Lanka, Uganda, and Vietnam. 

The Summit featured 30 speakers from 
16 countries including Ms. Zahra Al-Hilaly, 
Australian Representative to UN Women’s 
Generation Equality Youth Task Force and 

Opening Ceremony of APCYS 3.0

APCYS  
3.0 attracted  

3,500+ 
registrations 
from 23 
countries 
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Dr. P. A. Kiriwandeniya, the Founder and Visionary 
Leader of the SANASA Movement in Sri Lanka as 
keynote speakers. Ms. Zahra called upon the youth 
to find their passion and start by making small 
changes to carve the society that they want. Dr. 
Kiriwandeniya shared his real-life experiences of 
building a national cooperative movement that was 
inspirational for the participants. 

APCYS 3.0 comprised a mix of case studies, 
inspirational talks, and experiential learning sessions. 
In the session on Spotlight on Coop Youth 
Entrepreneurs, six young speakers, who are at the 
forefront of starting or have started new cooperatives 
to address needs in their communities shared their 
work and experiences. The session on Student 
Cooperative Clubs in Asia and Pacific - Precursor 
to Community Leadership revolved around how 
Student Cooperative Clubs are precursors to youth 
leadership and introduced participants to unique 
and essential skills that are useful and relevant for 
community leadership. It featured an experiential 
learning group activity to understand what it takes to 
form a campus cooperative. 

The Summit aimed to facilitate cultural exchange, 
share experiences, and enjoy the spirit of 
cooperation. Participants got the opportunity to listen 
to the inspirational journey of a young entrepreneur 
Deepak Ramola, Founder and Artistic Director 
of Project FUEL. He is on a mission to collect 

Glimpse from the Session on Student Cooperative Clubs in 
Asia and Pacific - Precursor to Community Leadership

An Inspirational talk being delivered by Mr. Deepak Ramola, 
Founder and Artistic Director of Project FUEL, India

wisdom from people while travelling 
the world and share it in the form 
of life lessons through innovative 
education methods. The Summit 
culminated in a panel discussion 
on Enabling Environment for Youth 
in Cooperatives with experts who 
discussed various facets of youth 
participation that can be encouraged, 
the inhibiting factors, and how 
an enabling environment can be 
fostered for youth in the cooperative 
ecosystem. Other sessions on Youth 
Engagement in Asia and Pacific, 
Cooperative Identity, Cooperative 
Cinema (featuring a documentary 
by Aroundtheworld.coop on a micro-
finance cooperative, Bhabishya 
Nirman Sana Kishan from Nepal), 
and the Cultural Show were beneficial 
for the participants to understand the 
thematic aspects of the Summit. The 
session recordings are available on 
the ICA-AP Youtube Channel.
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Live Pitch Presentations for Coop Pitch Competetion

Coop Pitch 2021

A key highlight of APCYS is the Coop Pitch Competition, designed 
to find new and sustainable enterprise ideas on cooperatives led by 
youth. Participants undergo guidance and mentoring to firm up their 
cooperative business plans and pitch these to a judging panel. 

Coop Pitch 2021 received 56 entries from nine 
countries – Afghanistan, China, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, and Vietnam. 
The three winners of Coop Pitch 2021 were 1) 
Eco-Clean (Indonesia), a platform cooperative for 
cleaning-service providers; 2) Himalayan Hemp 
Cooperative (India), a community of artisans and 
farmers creating eco-conscious products; and 3) 

Udara Cooperative (Malaysia), food production 
through aquaponics systems. 

The winners received cash prizes worth USD 3,000 
(first prize, USD 1,500 and second prize, USD 1,000 
sponsored by AMUL and the third prize, USD 500 
by the ICA Domus Trust), guidance and mentorship 
support to further develop, validate and implement 
their cooperative ideas.

Iranian folk music performance during cultural session at APCYS 3.0
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Global Youth Forum- Cooperative Entrepreneurship (GYF21)

Global Youth Forum - Cooperative Entrepreneurship (GYF21)

ICYC sharing success stories from the Go Green Campaign (GGC) 
3.0 at GYF 21

The ICA in collaboration with the ICA Youth Network 
organised the second edition of the Global Youth Forum 
- Cooperative Entrepreneurship (GYF21) in March 
2021 within the framework of ICA-EU Partnership 
(#coops4dev) to bring together young entrepreneurs 
and professionals from across the world.

The two-day event featured a range of training 
sessions on topics such as cooperative identity, 
gender equality, digital tools for coop entrepreneurship, 
and policy. The event started with an introductory 
session by the Global Youth Network (GYN) and was 
followed by networking sessions with regional youth 

As part of 
GGC 3.0, more 
than 17,000 
trees were 
planted in 
the Asia and 
Pacific region. 
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networks/ committees. From the Asia and Pacific 
region, ICYC interacted with the participants and 
shared its history, mission, key activities and future 
plan with the participants. 

On the second day, ICYC held an interactive 
workshop titled “Youth Green Cooperative: Initiatives 
Connecting SDG-13, Youth and Cooperatives in 
Asia and Pacific” to share the success stories from 
the Go Green Campaign (GGC) 3.0. The GGC is a 
multi-year initiative of ICYC to create awareness on 
climate action and engage youth in reducing carbon 
footprint through cooperatives. It is a platform that 
connects youth with the SDGs. As part of GGC 3.0, 
more than 17,000 trees were planted in the Asia and 
Pacific region. 

Three members from the ICYC - Ms. Youhana 
Tamara Yunsia from Credit Union Keling Kumang, 
Indonesia; Mr. Cecile Jay L. Masanegra from 
AIMCooP, Philippines; and Ms. Dulce S. Bustamante 
from Young Entrepreneurs Service Cooperative 
(YES Coop), Philippines shared success stories 
from GGC in their respective countries.

Ms. Bustamante shared how the YES Coop undertook 
a tree plantation in Imus and initiated the “Eco-Savers 
Program” in collaboration with the local government, 
cooperatives and schools under the Department 
of Education. The program involved setting up a 
laboratory (student) cooperative, which now has 
over 40,000 members. Students from 20 schools 
participated in the program to promote a model where 
they collect waste to reuse and recycle and invest the 
money earned into their laboratory cooperative. Mr. 
Masanegra spoke about AIMCoop’s campaign in the 
Philippines and their efforts to develop and nurture 
the mindset of children in their formative years to care 
for the environment. Ms. Tamara shared milestones 
of the youth’s growing interest in GGC and it being 
enthusiastically adopted in Indonesia.

ICA-AP was also part of the workshop on ‘Report 
Lab: Young People and Cooperatives: A perfect 
Match?’ organised by the #coops4dev research 
team. The workshop was organised to share the 
key findings of the global thematic research report 
which presents the results of a research study on 
cooperatives and youth, undertaken by the ICA and 
its four regional offices. The report was completed 
with external support from the Co-operative College 
(UK) and inputs from the ICA Youth Network.

Mr. Masanegra presenting AIMCoop’s campaign

Case Study of Youth Cooperative from Philippines for  
the Report
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Global Workshop on Building and Strengthening Cooperative Identity 
among Youth through Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

A glimpse from the Global Workshop on Building and Strengthening Cooperative Identity among Youth through Cooperatives in 
Educational Institutions

‘Catch them Young’, is a popular premise on which 
strengthening of any movement rests. The cooperative 
movement, too, needs the infusion of young blood. 
Educational institutions, in general, and higher 
education institutions, in particular, make young 
people aware of principle-based - enterprises like 
cooperatives, through the integration of cooperative 
elements in the curriculum. However, the learning 
about cooperative acquired in the classroom will be 
much more appreciated and the cooperative values 
ingrained if they are complemented with hands-on 
experiences. Educational institutions, together with 
cooperatives functioning within their campuses, can 
be effective catalysts in building the cooperative culture 
and strengthening the cooperative identity. While the 
curriculum gives youth an overview of the functioning 
of cooperatives; cooperatives in their schools and 
universities promote self-help, create a participative 
environment for the campus community, support 
education and more importantly, make young people 
realise the value of and need for the cooperative - 
principle and value - based ways of doing business. 

The ICA-AP Committee on Cooperatives in 
Educational Institutions (ICEI) organised a one-
day global workshop to bring perspectives from 
cooperative experts on global best practices and 
to make recommendations to build and strengthen 
the Cooperative Identity among youth through 
cooperatives in educational institutions. The workshop 
organised in collaboration with the Korea Federation 
of University Cooperatives (KFUC) and the Office 
of International Programmes at Shri Ram College 
of Commerce, University of Delhi, was attended by 
around 70 participants from across the globe.

The first session on ‘Building Cooperative Identity 
from the Grassroots: Global Practices’ featured 
presentations from Asia and Pacific, Africa and 
Europe. It included (a) Overview of cooperatives in 
educational institutions in Asia and Pacific presented 
by Dr. Yashwantha Dongre, ICEI Co-Secretary 
and Visiting Professor at Ritsumeikan University, 
Japan; (b) Cooperative Identity for the Millennials 
presented by Ms. Gemma Obeng, Head of Projects 
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at the Cooperative College UK who also discussed 
the curriculum developed at the College to engage 
youth in cooperatives; and (c) Overview of the school 
Cooperative Model in Lesotho and Kenya presented 
by Ms. Hilda Ojjal, President of ICA Africa Youth 
Network. Ms. Oh Meehye from Sungsil University 
Cooperative, South Korea walked the participants 
through campus cooperatives in South Korea via an 
exciting e-tour which was greatly appreciated by the 
participants. 

The second session featured a panel discussion 
with Ms. Andreea Teodara, Coordination Officer for 

International Development at ICA Global, Mr. Charles 
Bodwell, Enterprise Development Specialist at 
International Labor Organisation (ILO), Mr. Roeland 
Monasch, CEO of Aflatoun International, Dato 
Kamarudin Ismail, Vice President of ANGKASA, and 
Mr. Osamu Nakano, International Relations Officer at 
Japan Worker’s Cooperative Union (JWCU) on how 
to promote cooperation among children and youth 
for the future of work and explored opportunities for 
partnerships. The following recommendations were 
provided by the panelists:

Involve youth in discussions and decision making

Educate youth on the cooperative principles and values

Educate youth on the solidarity economy and values of cooperation

Explore potential collaboration between ICA, ICA regional offices and cooperatives; and 
Aflatoun International to promote social and financial education among children

Share best practices and experiences of laboratory and youth cooperatives outside of 
the Philippines among other ICA member countries

Encourage and support students who are part of school cooperatives to form and/or become part 
of university cooperatives to continue their learning and experience in the cooperative movement.
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Team Eco-Clean after winning the first prize for Coop Pitch Competition

Highlight

Interview with Latifa Raudatul Husna and 
Nabila Adawi from Team Eco-Clean, Coop Pitch 
1st Prize Winners

Congratulations on winning the Coop Pitch 
2021! How was your experience of participating 
in the competition?

Winning the first prize was something that we had never imagined! This was the 
first time that we won a business competition. We had a rich experience and 
learnt a lot through Coop Pitch competition, especially from our mentors during 
the dedicated mentoring sessions. We got a professional understanding of 
financial planning and marketing strategy from expert practitioners. Even during 
the live pitch presentations, the inputs shared by the judges were really helpful 
and the whole experience boosted our confidence to progress on this path. 

Q1
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Team Eco-Clean Pitching Live during Coop Pitch 2021

Please share your prize-winning pitch with our 
readers! How do you plan to implement the 
cooperative business? 

Our cooperative business idea is to establish a digital platform cooperative, 
Eco-Clean, for cleaning-services workers which will be self-governed by the 
workers democratically. By relying on cooperative partners and communities of 
equal value, Eco-Clean aims to establish a sustainable and inclusive business 
environment. In addition, the members envision eco-friendly training to shape 
the workers’ understanding of waste management and environmental issues 
they would cause during their business operations. We hope to create a better 
place and culture (perceptions, behavior, working conditions and treatment) 
for the workers who are mostly housewives or workers with minimal education. 
Our target is to reach out to big cities where the demand for cleaning services 
is increasing. With the prize money of USD 3,000, we plan to undertake legal 
and marketing research, build the community, get certification for the cleaning 
workers, and create brand awareness. In Indonesia, there are many businesses 
like ours so the most important thing for us is to build a brand and create 
awareness so that we can create our space in the market. 

Q2
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APCYS 3.0 celebrated Youth as Torchbearers of 
the Cooperative Identity, how do you see your 
cooperative business idea catering to the needs 
and aspirations of the youth and community in 
your country?

To understand the needs and aspirations of the youth in our community, we did 
primary research to validate our problem statement and proposed solutions by 
interviewing people. With this research, we got key insights about the on-ground 
problems and the kind of solutions needed to mitigate them. 

How do you see this Youth Summit as a platform 
to initiate conversations around building youth-
led sustainable cooperatives?

We believe that in our country, we rarely talk about cooperative values and 
principles. There is this stereotype that cooperatives are only financial businesses 
that engage in lending money. So, people don’t get to understand and are not 
completely aware of the cooperative values and the system. The Youth Summit 
can be a great platform to reintroduce cooperatives, especially to the younger 
generations. The Summit gives students and youth like us the space to learn 
by competing and rethinking the forms of business models. The youth leaders 
and entrepreneurs definitely need to know this! Fast penetration of information 
is possible with such conversations around cooperatives that we had during the 
Summit. It gave us not only the local or national experience but also the international 
experience. Today, we learnt and shared our experiences, in future, we might 
come together and collaborate for 
cooperative development.

Q3

Q4

The Youth 
Summit can be 
a great platform 
to reintroduce 
cooperatives, 
especially to the 
younger generations. 
– Team Eco-Clean, Coop 
Pitch 2021 winners
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Glimpses of the Virtual APCYS 3.0
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05POST-COVID 
RESPONSE BY 
COOPERATIVES
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05
POST-COVID RESPONSE BY COOPERATIVES

Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

Cooperatives in educational institutions, 
like other economic enterprises, have 
been impacted severely by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The disruption of normal 
educational activities affected the business 
and jobs of students and staff involved, 
along with other challenges such as lack of 
in-person networking, isolation, insecurity 
about self, career, and future. The emerging 
‘new normal’, calls for innovative ways of 
doing business and serving members. 

ICEI organized a two-part webinar series to 
discuss opportunities that have opened for 
campus cooperatives during the pandemic. 

Part 1 featured Dr. C. Pitchai, Professor and 
Head of Department of Cooperation, School 
of Management Studies, the Gandhigram 
Rural Institute (Deemed to be University), 

Students part of a school cooperative in Malaysia

Digitization, 
diversification of 
business activities, 
and continuous 
engagement and 
collaboration helped 
rebuild coops 
in educational 
institutions.
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from India; Ms. Anahita Eslahpazir, CEO, Rah-e-
Roshd Cooperative Education Complex (RCEC) from 
Iran; Mr. Ichiro Nakamori, MD and CEO, National 
Federation of University Co-operative Associations 
(NFUCA) from Japan; and Prof. Dr. Wan Mohtar Wan 
Yusoff Chair, Koperasi UNIKEB Berhad Malaysia.

Part 2 featured Mr. Ichiro Nakamori (NFUCA) 
Dr. Burhanuddin Abdullah, Rector, Institute of 
Cooperative of Indonesia (IKOPIN); Dr. Milagros 
Lim-Borabo, Former Program Director, Professional 
and Continuing Education (PACE) of Centro Escolar 

University from Philippines; and Ms. Son Ye-Lim, 
University Cooperative Student Committee Member, 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies’ and Student 
Committee Core Member, Korea Federation of 
University Cooperatives (KFUC) from South Korea.

Through digitization, diversification of business 
activities, and continuous engagement and 
collaboration, the student and faculty members of 
cooperatives are making their best efforts to rebuild a 
better future for themselves and others in educational 
institutions.

A glimpse from the webinar on Opportunities for Cooperatives in Educational Institutions post-COVID

Women Cooperatives

The ICA-AP Committee on Women organised a 
webinar on ‘Opportunities for Women Cooperators 
in Asia-Pacific Post COVID-19’ in August 2021 with 
participants from China, India, Japan, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Palestine, Philippines, Singapore and Sri 
Lanka.

The webinar focused on the opportunities that have 
opened up for women as a result of the initiatives by 
cooperatives to fight the pandemic. Ms. Chitose Arai, 
Acting Chairperson of the Women’s Committee noted 
that the unprecedented crisis caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic and the resulting structural changes in 
the economy and society provides an opportunity to 
improve the status of women. 

The panelists – Ms. Liu Ting, Deputy Director, 
International Cooperation Department at ACFSMC 
China; Ms. Madhavi M. Virpradas, Chief Manager, 
IFFCO, India; and Ms. Madushi Jayamali Kosgoda, 
Project Officer, NCCSL, Sri Lanka highlighted the 
inclusive role played by digital technology in bringing 
women from different backgrounds on a common 
platform and allowing them to participate at par with 
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A glimpse from the webinar with SEWA and WIEGO

men. Access to educational opportunities around 
public health and upskilling were underlined as the 
most favourable opportunities for women that have 
opened after the COVID-19 pandemic. The discussions 
also touched upon micro-level advantages that can be 
leveraged by them for their betterment. 

ICA-AP in collaboration with SEWA Cooperative 
Federation and Women in Informal Employment: 
Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO) organized a 
virtual dialogue on ‘Rebuilding an Inclusive World 
in the Wake of the Pandemic: Women Cooperatives 
Lead the Way’ as part of the week-long celebrations 
on National Cooperative week in India. Women in 
the informal economy have borne a disproportionate 
brunt of the COVID-19 pandemic due to the triple 
crisis of health, livelihood and additional care. The 
impact on them, socially, economically and politically, 
has reversed the positive effects of work over the 
past half-century in one fell swoop. While the world, 
by and large, resumed with the increasing availability 
of vaccines, women workers still struggled with the 
increased burden of care work, economic uncertainty, 

and a shrinking and consolidating labour market. 
The webinar was an opportunity for practitioners 
and thought-leaders from the social and solidarity 
economy (SSE) to come together, understand the 

Women in the 
informal economy 
have borne a 
disproportionate 
brunt of the COVID-19 
pandemic due to 
the triple crisis of 
health, livelihood and 
additional care.
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Consumer Cooperatives

A glimpse from the webinar on Cooperatives Contribution to Local Communities

data and brainstorm solutions to the challenges faced 
by women in the informal economy during and in the 
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic (and associated 
lockdowns) across the world.

The first panel featuring Homenet South Asia, SEWA 
Cooperative Federation, and ICA-AP, presented 
the results of research studies into the impact of 
COVID-19 on informal women workers and their 
enterprises (both micro-enterprise and collective 
ones), focusing on contexts in India, South Asia and 
Asia. The second panel covered global experience 
with presentations by grassroots leaders from Nigeria, 
Nepal, the Dominican Republic, and India sharing 
their experiences of countering the socio-economic 

and health impact of the pandemic and steps that 
could be taken to hasten women’s recovery. The third 
panel was an opportunity for leaders to consolidate 
the learnings of the previous two panels into a more 
tangible roadmap for policy advocacy efforts in the 
coming years. The panel included Simel Esim from 
the ILO, Balasubramanian Iyer from ICA-AP and 
Mirai Chatterjee from SEWA Cooperative Federation. 
One of the key takeaways from this panel was the 
need to set an agenda for upcoming national and 
international conferences, including the ICA’s 33rd 
World Cooperative Congress (WCC), the ILO’s 2022 
International Labour Conference (ILC), where SSE 
has been specially included as a discussion item to 
help better respond to COVID-19. 
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A Coop Supermart in Philippines

The ICA Committee on Consumer Cooperation for 
Asia and Pacific organised a series of webinars in 
2021 to discuss challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic and opportunities that arose for consumer 
cooperatives afterwards, 

In July, a regional webinar on Cooperatives 
Contribution to Local Communities was held 
in collaboration with JCCU. The webinar which 
introduced the activities of cooperatives in the 
Asia-Pacific region and their contribution to local 
communities helped the committee members in 
deepening their understanding of cooperative 
identity. Mr. Tanno Junichi, Director & Development 
and Sales Manager, Tohoku Cooperative Business 
Development Co., Ltd. from Japan; Ms. Juhee Lee, 
International Team Manager, SAPENet Development 
Center, iCOOP from Korea; Mr. Dudz Samson, 
Brand consultant, C&S Co-op Supermart, VICTO 
National from the Philippines; and Mr. Surendra 
Shridhar Karhade, General Manager, Sahakari 
Bandar from India presented and discussed efforts 
of their organisations to rebuild better in response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, disaster management, 
climate action, and healthcare needs of their for 
communities. The webinar was useful for participants 

to understand how cooperatives reached out and 
can reach out to local communities. 

The Committee organised a webinar on ‘Effective 
Operation of the Small-Medium Scale Coop Stores: 
An Introduction to New Generation Stores in the 
Philippines’ in August. VICTO National, an ICA 
member from the Philippines has started C&S Co-op 
Supermart, new generation supermarkets, that serve 
local communities by keeping people at the centre 
of operations. Mr. Dudz Samson, Brand consultant, 
C&S Co-op Supermart; and Ms. Rowena Obordo-
Lazarte Brand Manager, C&S Co-op Supermart 
presented the history and concept of stores. Some 
of the successful strategies adopted by the C&S Co-
op Supermart were prioritising customer needs and 
feedback, incentives to members, standardizing the 
cooperative brand, and supplying members’ products 
along with private products. Mr. Samson noted that 
“our dream is not just to sell products. Our dream is 
to promote and sell members’ products.” This special 
emphasis on members made them stand out in the 
market in comparison to private supermarkets. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, C&S Co-op Supermart 
had started free delivery services for the elderly 
and people with disabilities and introduced loyalty 

“Our dream is not 
just to sell products. 
Our dream is to 
promote and sell 
members’ products.” 
– Mr. Dudz Samson, 
Brand consultant, 
C&S Co-op 
Supermart
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A glimpse from the webinar on “Cooperative Tourism and the Covid-19 Crisis

Cooperative Tourism and the COVID-19 crisis

ICA-AP, as part of its ICA-EU partnership framework, 
in collaboration with International Social Tourism 
Organisation (ISTO) and Wayfairer.coop organized a 
webinar on “Cooperative Tourism and the Covid-19 
crisis – Sustainable Recovery Measures to Support 
the Tourism Sector in the Asia-Pacific” in April 2021. 

As the entire tourism ecosystem experienced the 
impact of the COVID-19 crisis, reopening and 
rebuilding destinations requires a collaborative 
approach. Ongoing support to the travel and 
tourism economy needs to be supplemented with 
more coordinated efforts, utilizing this crisis as an 

points for customers. The model places members, 
workers and consumers at the centre of the vision 
and policies of the cooperative. It was well received 
by the participants who recognised the growing need 
for multi-stakeholder cooperative models to address 
the multi-dimensional needs of the people. 

In September, a webinar on ‘Sustainability’, was 
organized in collaboration with JCCU, to deepen 
the understanding of the businesses and activities 
of consumer coops (or coops in the retail sectors) 
to improve sustainability, boost inter-cooperative 
cooperation around the world, and discuss 
cooperative identity. Mr. Yasuhiro Onizawa, Manager, 
Environment Promotion Department, Consumer 
Cooperative Kobe (Coop Kobe) from Japan 

shared the coop’s environmental activities such as 
Environmental Challenge Goals, Food Recycling in 
its Eco Farm, and Solar Sharing Initiative. Dr. Mohd. 
Azlan Yahya, Vice-President, ANGKASA, Malaysia 
& Former Vice-Chairperson of the committee 
shared ANGKASA’s three sustainable intervention 
programs – BA100 Program, 100 Champion Product 
Development and Cooperatives’ Products Resource 
Centre (CPRC). Ms. Novita Puspasari, a scholar-
activist of Cooperative and SMEs & Researcher at 
Kopkun Institute from Indonesia explained about the 
consumer coops in Indonesia, how Kopkun Coop is 
managing its stores under the Covid-19 crisis and the 
kind of support Kopkun Institute provides to Kopkun 
Coop and its members such as education programs 
and innovations. 
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opportunity to rethink tourism for the future. This 
includes digitalization, supporting the transition to 
low carbon, and promoting structural transformation 
with responsible, sustainable, and regenerative 
tourism.

Mr. Mohamad Ali Bin Hasan from ANGKASA, 
Malaysia shared how ANGKASA is contributing 
to the development of cooperatives in business 
and entrepreneurship through the tourism sector 
and discussed their activities like the development 
of School Cooperative Tourism (PKS), branding 
CoopISTAC, and the creation of a network of 
services and businesses for cooperative spa, hotel, 
homestay etc. Ms. Isabel Novoa, Mr. Maurizio Davolio 
and Mr. Charles-E. Bélanger from ISTO shared the 
economic significance of cooperative tourism in 
terms of regional cooperation, trade, MSME support, 
job creation, skills enhancement, innovation, and 
the development of ICT. Mr. Rohan Clarke from the 
Wayfairer.coop, a regenerative tourism cooperative 
in Australia, presented how it builds community 
wealth when travelers book a holiday. It aims to help 
communities to realise the value of their tourism 
assets by returning capital earned from those assets 
to the community. Ms. Madushi Jayamali from the 
Cooperative Tourism Promotion Bureau, established 
by NCCSL discussed its plans to launch cooperative 
development promotional activities in Sri Lanka as 
well as programmes for foreign cooperators and 
tourists by providing them with innovative experiences 
linked to the local cooperative movement. 

Community-based tourism organizations have a close 
affinity with their host communities in rural settings 
and work together to derive the common economic 
interest of their member. Such cooperatives have 
played an important role in national development by 
offering cooperative tourism as an effective tool for 
socio-economic development, creating employment 
and job opportunities for local people, promoting 
local culture, preserving the environment, and 
earning foreign currency.

Cooperative tourism 
is an effective tool 
for socio-economic 
development, generating 
local employment, 
promoting local culture, 
preserving environment, 
and earning foreign 
currency.
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Highlight

Case study: New Generation Stores in the 
Philippines

C&S is the first and only cooperative grocery store brand 
and supermarket chain in the Philippines. It started its 
flagship store in La Castellana Negros Occidental province 
on April 1, 2018. Currently, the chain has established 3 
stores and 4 more are poised to open this year. 

With a vision to redefine consumer cooperatives in the 
country, C&S is creating a more rewarding way of grocery 
shopping by allowing shoppers to enjoy the special 
benefits that are exclusive to members of a cooperative 
while providing them with modern-day convenience. It is 
committed to empowering its members and communities 
by providing them with an avenue to showcase their 
products, broaden their reach, and promote locally made 
merchandise. 

C&S has streamlined its store processes and is currently 
powered by top-of-the-line cloud-based systems – namely 
Storehub as the store-front POS and Oracle Netsuite for 
inventory management and accounting processes – a 
fully integrated system that makes daily transactions and 
reporting easy and efficient. 

A subsidiary of La Castellana 1 PMPC, a primary 
Cooperative in the Negros Occidental province, C&S aims 

to unify and strengthen Cooperatives in the Philippines while offering economic 
advantages to more Filipino consumers FINALLY under ONE COOPERATIVE 
BRAND – C&S.

Coop Supermart presenting rewards to its members

Exclusive section to promote members’ products at Coop Supermart
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C&S Stores: Future-Proofing Essential Businesses

•  Number of operational 
stores – 3

•  Number of stores to open 
in 2022 – 4

•  Average Daily Sales in 
2021 – P611k 

•  Flagship Store Size – 550 
sqm (Selling Area: 330sqm 
and Warehouse Area: 220 
sqm)

•  Services Offered – Grocery 
Shopping, Delivery 
and Bulk Distribution to 
Members’ Stores

KEY  
HIGHLIGHTS

•  Members’ yearly patronage 
refund

•  Loyalty points

•  Senior citizens and person 
with disability (PWD) 
discounts

•  Exclusive promotions for 
members

•  Yearly top 15 member 
incentives

•  Other services – partnering 
with local government 
agencies and empowering 
SMEs through financial 
assistance

CUSTOMER & 
MEMBER BENEFITS

•  Stores owned and 
managed by primary 
cooperatives

•  Selling cooperative 
members’ products locally 
and abroad

•  Great services to 
consumers at low prices 
Higher returns and better 
services to members

•  Local employment 
generation

•  Community service during 
the pandemic

KEY  
DIFFERENTIATORS
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PARTNERSHIPS
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06
PROJECTS & PARTNERSHIPS

ICA-EU Project

In March 2016, ICA and the European Union 
signed a Framework Partnership Agreement 
(Europe Aid/150-053/C/ACT/Multi) to 
implement a multi-year, multi-country 
development program to benefit and advance 
cooperatives worldwide. “Cooperatives in 
Development – People-centered Businesses 
in Action (coops4dev🌍)”, was implemented
by the four ICA regional offices (Africa, 
Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe), up till 
August 2021.

A virtual Roundtable Discussion on Fairtrade 
with Cooperatives was organised with 
the Fairtrade-NAPP to facilitate exchange 
between members of the ICA-AP and 
Fairtrade NAPP in Myanmar and stimulate 
collaboration among stakeholders to 
promote cooperatives and fairtrade. The 
discussion stressed that cooperatives must 

evolve, move past the challenges, focus on 
renewed strategies to build their resilience 
and ensure lasting recovery. In collaboration 
with CICOPA (International Organisation 
of Industrial and Service Cooperatives) 
and the JWCU, an Online Roundtable 
Discussion on Worker Cooperatives 
Legislation: Experiences from Japan was 
held to present experiences of worker 
cooperatives. Ms. Francesca Zaganelli, 
Membership Coordinator, CICOPA, made a 
presentation on the industrial and service 
cooperatives in Asia and Pacific region. Mr. 
Osamu Nakano, International Relations 
Director, JWCU, talked about the unanimous 
adoption of the worker cooperative law by 
the Diet in Japan on 4 December 2020 which 
will enable businesses to register as worker 
cooperatives. 

A glimpse from the Roundtable Discussion on Fairtrade with Cooperatives with Fairtrade-NAPP
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ICA-AP participated in the Consultation on the EU 
Regional Multi-annual Indicative Programme for 
Asia and Pacific (2021-27) organised by the Policy 
Forum on Development (PFD) with the European 
Commission (EC) and European External Action 
Service (EEAS) to capture the views of the multiple 
PFD stakeholders, Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs) and Local Authorities (LAs). In a Regional 
consultation meeting on Review and Finalization of 

the Regional Action Plan for Family Farming in South 
Asia – ICA-AP and the SAARC Agriculture Centre 
(SAC) in collaboration with AFA and FAO Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO RAP) officially 
launched the book, “United Nations Decade of Family 
Farming (UNDFF) 2019-2028: Regional Action Plan 
to Implement the UNDFF for Achieving the SDGs in 
South Asia.” The book was produced out of the first 
consultation in November 2020. 

A glimpse from the Regional Consultation organised by Policy Forum on Development

A lot of things have happened during the 5½ years  
of the ICA-EU Partnership!

March 

2016
December 
2020

August 
2021

February 

2020
July 

2021

Signature of the 
framework partnership 

agreement (FPA) 
between the ICA and the 

European Commision

The start of new phase 
of global cooperation

First extension of 
the partnership

#coops4dev@ 
Final Event

A celebration of 
these years of 
inspiring work!

Second extension 
of the partnership

The end of the 
#coops4dev@ 

adventure

but just the start of a great 
impulsion for copps in 

international develpment!
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On 30 September, #coops4dev celebrated the end 
of the Partnership with the European Union on 
international cooperative development. During five 
and a half years, #coops4dev has contributed to 
cementing the role of the cooperative model as a 
key international development actor. The joint work 
done by ICA global and regional offices has created 
a solid network of partners and stakeholders from 
the cooperative movement and the international 
development field working at global and local levels. 
To learn more about the #coops4dev activities, read 
the storybook.

ICA-AP had identified three strategic priorities: 
participation of cooperatives in achieving the SDGs, 
youth inclusion, and exploring work and ownership 
structures in cooperatives. The partnership helped 
strengthen ICA-AP in its capacity to promote the 
cooperative model in international development by 
acknowledging its structural benefits and impact on 
people’s livelihoods. It was an opportunity to ensure 
robust programme management and increase 
collaboration and synergies of the staff involved. 
ICA-AP contributed to a growing body of knowledge 
in cooperative development in the areas of legal 
frameworks, mapping, and research. The ICA-EU 
Project Asia and Pacific report gives a good summary 
of this journey!

3 strategic priorities 
of ICA-AP for 
#coops4dev project 
- participation of 
cooperatives in 
achieving the SDGs, 
youth inclusion, and 
exploring work and 
ownership structures 
in cooperatives.

The closing event gathered the #coops4dev’s team 
including staff and members from all ICA regions, 
who looked back on this journey and presented the 
main activities developed during the Partnership and 
discussed the future prospects. The event presented 
a conversation on the importance of multi-stakeholder 
partnerships and the impact of the #coops4dev’s work 
on the cooperative movement and its contribution to 
economic, social, and environmental sustainability 
and justice.

A glimpse from the discussion with ICA Director-General 
and Regional Directors at the closing ceremony of ICA-EU 
partnership
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ICA-MAFF (Government of Japan) Project

ICA in partnership with MAFF, the Government 
of Japan is implementing the Capacity Building 
Project for Farmer’s Organizations to support the 
development of the Food Value Chain in Asia and 
Africa for three years starting 2020. The project 
comprises of three training courses and follow-up:

❖  Strengthening Management and Development 
of Agricultural Cooperatives and Farmers’ 
Organizations in Asia and Africa

❖  Empowering of Rural Women for Improvement of 
their Leadership and Business and Management 
in Asia and Africa

❖  Strengthening of Marketing through Improvement 
of Quality of Farm Produce and Expansion of 
Marketing Channels

❖  Follow-up Guidance and Survey of Ex-
participants

ICA-AP organised three training courses online in 
2021 and conducted the Follow-up guidance and 
survey with ex-participants from Nepal and Bhutan.

A glimpse from the closing session of the training course on Strengthening Management 
and Development of Agricultural Cooperatives and Farmers’ Organizations

The training course on Strengthening Management 
and Development of Agricultural Cooperatives and 
Farmers’ Organizations in Asia and Africa-2021 
was organized in February and March 2021 in 
collaboration with IRMA, India and the Institute 
for the Development of Agricultural Cooperation 
in Asia (IDACA), Japan in two parts. The course 
aimed to build capacities of leaders of the farmers’ 
organizations, who are expected to play central 
roles in the promotion of agricultural cooperatives 
and the strengthening of organization and business 
management. 15 participants from Bhutan, 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, India, Kenya, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Rwanda, Tunisia, and Vietnam 
attended the training and learned about the 
experiences of agricultural & dairy cooperatives in 
India and Japan. 
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A participant presenting his action plan as part of 
the training course on Strengthening of Marketing 
through Improvement of Quality of Farm Produce 
and Expansion of Marketing Channels

A glimpse from the training course on Empowerment of Rural Women for Improvement of their Leadership and Business Management

The training course on Empowerment of Rural 
Women for Improvement of their Leadership and 
Business Management in Asia and Africa-2021 was 
held in August and September 2021. It aimed to assist 
the capacity building of rural women leaders and 
enhance their business management abilities. 15 
participants from nine countries – India, Indonesia, 
Nepal, Philippines, Lao PDR and Vietnam from 
Asia and Ghana, Nigeria and Tanzania from Africa 
participated in the training. Part-I was organised 
in collaboration with the Vaikunth Mehta National 
Institute of Cooperative Management (VAMNICOM) 
and Part-II was conducted by IDACA, Japan. The 
participants were taken through sessions and case 
studies on women entrepreneurship and women-
related initiatives in livelihood creation and micro-
enterprise management. 

The training course on Strengthening of Marketing 
through Improvement of Quality of Farm Produce 
and Expansion of Marketing Channels was held in 
November and December 2021 and was facilitated by 
IDACA, Japan. The course is designed to contribute to 
the development of agricultural cooperatives and the 
improvement in the life of the members by involving 
them in the food value chain. 14 participants from ten 
countries - India, Nepal, Philippines, Malaysia, and 
Mongolia from Asia and Eswatini, Ghana, Mauritius, 
Rwanda, and Uganda from Africa participated in the 
training. It covered interesting topics and case studies 
including dairy farming, fruit farming, marketing 
and distribution of agricultural produce, food value 
chains, and the halal food industry.

57Annual Activities Report 2021

https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-training-update-0
https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-training-update-0
https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-training-update-0
https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-marketing-course
https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-marketing-course
https://www.icaap.coop/icanews/ica-maff-marketing-course


Follow-up with Nepal and Bhutan

ICA-AP and IDACA, Japan conducted two follow-up 
assessments of actions plans implemented by the 
training participants. The first involved a questionnaire 
that was sent to 66 participants from 25 countries 
in Asia (14) and Africa (10). The two countries 
chosen for follow-up visits were Bhutan and Nepal. 
Unfortunately, because of the COVID-19 imposed 
restrictions, the team was unable to travel and as 
with the training courses, the follow-up process 
was moved online. The follow-up consisted of an 

Presentation of action plan by one of the participants from Bhutan as part of ICA-MAFF training course follow-up

Presentation of action plan by one of the participants from Nepal as part of ICA-MAFF training course follow-up

In Bhutan, 51.1% of the 
population (total 0.76 million) is 

engaged in farming. Renewable and 
Natural Resources contributes to 

17% of GDP, 
making it a driving sector of the GDP. 
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assessment of the completed questionnaire and an 
online meeting. The online meeting included a video 
presentation by the host organization, a PowerPoint 
presentation of the Action Plan by participants, and 
a discussion with ICA and IDACA staff. 

In Bhutan, 51.1% of the population (total 0.76 million) 
is engaged in farming. Renewable and Natural 
Resources contributes to 17% of GDP, making it a 
driving sector of the GDP. Farmer Groups 
(FGs) and cooperatives are not alien 
to Bhutan as working together 
(religious and social) has 
been a part of the social 
fabric. The Department of 
Agricultural Marketing 
and Cooperatives 
(DAMC) within the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forests plays a 
key role in developing, 
coordinating and 
promoting cooperatives. 
Starting with 18 FGs and 
5 cooperatives in 2010, 
there are now 611 registered 
FGs and 94 cooperatives. Two 
participants, Ms. Sonam Lhaki 
Zam and Ms. Tshering Wangmo 
presented the status of the implementation 
of their action plan. 

The Constitution of Nepal 
(2015) recognizes cooperatives 
as an important contributor 
to the national economy. It 
stipulates that the economic 
objective of the state shall be to 
achieve sustainable economic 
development, while achieving 
rapid economic growth, by way 
of maximum mobilization of the 
available means and resources 
through participation and 
development of public, private 
and cooperatives. Cooperatives 
are present across diverse 
sectors including agricultural, 
financial and savings, consumer, 
multipurpose, electricity and 

health, among others. As of 2019, there were 34,837 
cooperatives in Nepal with 6.5 million members and 
68,400 employees. Ms. Kalpana Shreshta, Mr. Prem 
Prasad Jaisi and Mr. Suresh Thapa presented the 
status of the implementation of their action plan. 

This year, a new intervention was the presentation 
of best practices from each of the three training 
courses. Three participants of the ‘Fostering Leaders 

for Management and Development of 
Agricultural Cooperatives’ course 

from Ghana, Morocco, and 
Kyrgyzstan; three participants 

of ‘Empowering Women in 
Business and Management 

of Agricultural 
Cooperatives’ course from 
Indonesia, Myanmar, 
and Vietnam; and three 
participants of ‘Fostering 
Coordinators to Build 
Food Value Chain’ in FY-

2019 and ‘Strengthening 
of Marketing through 

Improvement of Quality 
Produce and Expansion of 

Marketing Channels’ in FY2020 
from India and the Philippines 

shared their best practices.

As of 2019,  
there were  

34,837 
cooperatives in  

Nepal with 6.5 million  
members and 

68,400  
employees. 

A glimpse from the follow up session of ICA-MAFF (Japan) training courses
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Highlight

Book Launch: United Nations Decade of Family 
Farming 2019-2028: Regional Action Plan to 
Implement the UNDFF for Achieving the SDGs 
in South Asia

The UNDFF was launched in May 2019, together with the Global Action Plan for 
family farming. The UNDFF serves as a framework for countries to develop public 
policies and investments to support family farming from a holistic perspective, 
thus contributing to achieving the SDGs by unleashing their transformative 
potential. The Global Action Plan was developed through a systematically 
organized 6-month-long consultation process including all relevant stakeholders. 
It provides guidance to further unleash the potential of family farmers through a 
series of indicative and interconnected actions from the global to the local level 
along seven mutually reinforcing pillars of work and by ensuring generational 
renewal and gender equality in rural areas. 

FAO in close collaboration with ICA-AP, SAC and AFA held the first virtual Regional 
Consultation Meeting on “UN Decade of Family Farming: Formulating Strategies 
and Action Plan to Strengthen Smallholder Family Farmers in South Asia” in 
November 2020. The event gathered participants from SAARC countries from 

Regional Consultation Meeting on UNDFF: Formulating Strategies and Action Plan to Strengthen Smallholder Family Farmers in 
South Asia in November 2020
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government, family farmers’ organizations, civil society, experts, professionals, 
research institutions and cooperatives. National Focal Point Experts of SAARC 
Member States, with other government officials, presented the situation of family 
farming in their country and ongoing and planned efforts to make a national 
action plan for the UNDFF. This initial regional consultation marked an important 
step in jointly elaborating the draft regional action plan. It contributed to defining 
the key priorities, strategies and actions to implement the UNDFF in South Asia. 

As an outcome of this consultation, the book, “United Nations Decade of Family 
Farming 2019-2028: Regional Action Plan to Implement the UNDFF for Achieving 
the SDGs in South Asia” was launched on 29 July 2021. The book is the concrete 
result of active engagement and participation of SAARC Member States’ National 
Focal Point Experts, invited UNDFF experts, authors, and participants. It focuses 
on- family farming’s constraints, challenges, opportunities, and government 
policies to contribute to attaining the targets of Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) at the country and South Asia regional levels.

This volume will be useful for the family farmers and their organizations, researchers, 
academicians, development professionals, policymakers, governments, 
international organizations, development partners, and civil societies to synergize 
efforts and strengthen family farmers to achieve the SDGs in South Asia.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF COOPERATIVES

 The International Day of Cooperatives (IDC) 
2021 (#CoopsDay) was celebrated on 3 July 
2021 with the theme “Rebuild better together.” 
IDC is a day to celebrate the achievements 
of cooperatives and to show how a human-
centred business model, sustained by values 
of self-help and solidarity and ethical values 
of social responsibility and concern for 
community, can reduce inequality, create 
shared prosperity, and respond to the 
immediate impacts of COVID-19.

ICA-AP launched the 2021 CoopsDay 
Webpage to promote the spirit of togetherness 
and cooperation and encourage members to 
engage in actions to rebuild better together 
for a people-centered and environmentally 
just recovery. The page featured ICA-AP’s 
position on ‘Rebuild Better Together in Asia-
Pacific’ and messages from the members. 

Cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific region have 
stood together and exemplified resilience, 
solidarity, and cooperation in the testing times 
of the COVID-19 outbreak. Former ICA-AP 
President, Mr. Li Chunsheng congratulating 
cooperatives on the occasion said, “with the 
relevance of cooperatives greater than any 
time, we shall pool our collective wisdom and 
efforts to face the new circumstances, and 

together we can rebuild better!” Rebuild Better 
Together according to Mr. Balasubramanian 
Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP meant, “We 
can rebuild battered economies; make it 
better for the community and environment; 
and while individually vulnerable, can do 
more together.”

“With the relevance 
of cooperatives 
greater than any time, 
we shall pool our 
collective wisdom 
and efforts to face the 
new circumstances, 
and together we can 
rebuild better!”

– Mr. Li Chunsheng,  
Former ICA-AP President

63Annual Activities Report 2021

http://icaap.coop/IDC21/IDC/index.php
http://icaap.coop/IDC21/IDC/index.php


Annual Activities Report 202164



To mark CoopsDay, ICA-AP covered the perspectives 
of members in the monthly newsletter. We spoke to 
Ms. Roz Henry, Chief Executive Officer, Cooperative 
Business New Zealand (CBNZ), to discuss how 
New Zealand cooperatives fought the COVID-19 
pandemic and how they are building back. We 
discussed with Fairtrade International and Aflatoun 
International about their contribution and strategies 
to a just recovery. 

 ICA-AP organised an online Roundtable Discussion 
on the International Cooperative Development and 
COVID-19: Rebuild Better Together in Asia and 
Pacific region. It brought together stakeholders 
to facilitate discussion between cooperative 
organizations and development actors and 
share experiences in international cooperative 
development. The panel of speakers included 
Mr. Li Chunsheng, Mr. Amano Haruyoshi, Former 
Head of International Relations at JCCU, Japan, 
Mr. Korbinian März, Project Coordinator at DGRV 
and IRU (International Raiffeisen Union), and Mr. 
Tarun Bhargava, General Manager (Cooperative 
Relations) at IFFCO, India and Chairperson of the 
International Cooperative Entrepreneurship Think 
Tank (ICETT). They shared their experiences in 
international cooperative development, addressing 
current issues and encouraged collaboration 
amongst stakeholders to promote common interests 
and priorities. The roundtable laid the foundation 
for a potential joint front to promote cooperatives 
in the Asia-Pacific region with international actors, 
including foundations, aid agencies, regional 
bodies etc. Invoking the 6th cooperative principle 
of Cooperation among Cooperatives, ICA-AP 
encouraged members to forge a joint front with 
other coops to serve their members effectively and 
strengthen the cooperative movement. 

“We can rebuild 
battered economies; 
make it better for 
the community and 
environment; and 
while individually 
vulnerable, can do 
more together.”
–  Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer,  

ICA-AP Regional Director

A glimpse from the online roundtable discussion organised for CoopsDay 2021
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08
NEW MEMBERS IN 2021

Six new members from Sri Lanka, Philippines, India, and 
Jordan joined ICA from the region. These were

Matara District Health 
Cooperative Society 
(MDHCS), Sri Lanka

Tamil Nadu Small Tea Growers ICTFs 
Federation Ltd. (INDCOSERVE), India

Network Consolidated 
Cooperative Bank 

(NCCB), Philippines

Educational Cooperative Union 
of Limited Liability, Jordan

National Yuva  
Co-operative Society 

Ltd. (NYCS), India

Centre for Cooperatives and 
Livelihoods – Autonomous (CCL),  

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy 
of Administration (LBSNAA), India
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10
Calendar of activities 

# Event Month Venue

1
Roundtable Discussion on “Fairtrade with Cooperatives” with the 
Fairtrade Network of Asia-Pacific Producers (NAPP)

January Online

2 Consultation on Cooperative Identity with Members in Philippines February Online

3 ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting February Online

4 14th ICA-AP Regional Assembly February Online

5
Online Roundtable Discussion on Worker Cooperatives Legislation: 
Experiences from Japan

February Online

6 Consultation on Cooperative Identity with Members in Iran March Online

7
Consultation on Cooperative Identity with ASEAN Cooperative 
Organisation

March Online

8 Asia Pacific Regional Forum on Cooperative Housing March Online

9
Consultation for EU Roadmap for Engagement with CSOs in 
Vietnam and Laos PDR

March Online

10 Global Youth Forum 2021 March Online

11
ICA-MAFF Training Course on Strengthening Management 
and Development of Agricultural Cooperatives and Farmers’ 
Organizations in Asia and Africa-2020

March Online

12 ICA-MAFF Follow up with Bhutan April Online

13 ICA-MAFF Follow up with Nepal April Nepal (Hybrid)

14 Consultation on Cooperative Identity with members in Nepal April Nepal (Hybrid)

15
Webinar on Opportunities for Cooperatives in Educational 
Institutions Post COVID-19 Part 1 by ICA-AP Committee on 
Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

April Online

16
Webinar on “Cooperative Tourism and the Covid-19 crisis – 
Sustainable Recovery Measures to Support the Tourism Sector in 
the Asia-Pacific

April Online

17
Consultation on the EU Regional Multi-annual Indicative 
Programme for Asia and Pacific (2021-27)

May Online

ANNEXURES
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18
Regional Webinar on Cooperatives’ Contribution to Local 
Communities by ICA-AP Committee on Consumer Cooperation

June Online

19 Webinar on Opportunities for Cooperatives in Educational 
Institutions Post COVID-19: Part 2 by ICA-AP Committee on 
Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

June Online

20 Consultation on Cooperative Identity with members in MENA 
Region

June Online

21 Roundtable on International Cooperative Development and 
Covid-19, Rebuild better together in the Asia-Pacific region

July Online

22 Consultation with ICA-AP Committees Consultation with Office 
Bearers of ICA-AP Committees

July Online

23 Webinar on Rethinking Kurien: Changing Dimensions of 
Cooperatives and Collectives

July Online

24 Webinar in collaboration with Aflatoun International on Youth 
Empowerment & Employability: Best practices and experiences

July Online

25 Webinar on Coop Pitch Orientation July  Online

26 Online Asia Pacific Cooperative Youth Summit 3.0 July Online

27 Regional consultation meeting on “Review and Finalization of the 
Regional Action Plan for Family Farming in South Asia” with UNDFF

July Online

28 Regional webinar on Opportunities for Women in Cooperatives in 
Asia-Pacific Post COVID-19 by ICA-AP Committee on Women

August Online

29 ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting August Online

30 Webinar on ‘Effective Operation of the Small-Medium Scale Coop 
Stores: An Introduction to New Generation Stores in the Philippines’ 
by ICA-AP Committee on Consumer Cooperation 

August Online

31 Consultation on Cooperative Identity with members in India August New Delhi, 
India

32 ICA-MAFF (Japan) Training Course on Empowerment of Rural 
Women for Improvement of their Leadership and Business 
Management in Asia and Africa-2021

August Online

33 ICA-EU Project Closing Event September Online

34 Consultation on Autonomy and Independence of Cooperatives in 
India

September Anand, India
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35 Webinar on Sustainability by the ICA-AP Committee on Consumer 
Cooperation

September Online

36 ICA-MAFF (Japan) Training Course on “Strengthening of Marketing 
through Improvement of Quality of Farm Produce and Expansion of 
Marketing Channels

November  Online

37 Statutory Meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Women October Online

38 International Webinar on School Cooperatives in Malaysia by the 
Malaysia Business Office (MBO)

November Online

39 Virtual Dilaogue on ‘Rebuilding an inclusive world in the wake of 
the pandemic: women’s cooperatives lead the way’ with SEWA 
Cooperative Federation & WIEGO

November Online

40 13th Annual Meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Cooperatives in 
Educational Institutions 

November Online

41 14th Annual Meeting of ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperative November Seoul, Korea

42 Annual Meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Consumer 
Cooperation

November Online

43 Annual Meeting of the ICA-AP Trade and Business Committee November Online

44 15th Meeting of the ICA-AP Credit and Banking Committee November Online

45 Annual Meeting of the ICA-AP Research Committee Meeting November Online

46 11th Asia-Pacific Regional Women’s Forum November Seoul, Korea

47 Global workshop on ‘Building and Strengthening the Cooperative 
Identity among Youth through Cooperatives in Educational 
Institutions’ by ICEI and Korea Federation of University 
Cooperatives (KFUC)

November Online

48 ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting November Seoul, Korea

49 ICA-AP Regional Assembly and Regional Board Elections November Seoul, Korea
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Thematic Committees 

Chairperson

Mr. K. Srinivasa Gowda, 
IFFCO, India

Vice-Chairperson

Dato’ Haji Aliasak Haji Ambia, 
ANGKASA, Malaysia

Secretary

Mr. Ashok Kumar Taneja, 
ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Agriculture

Chairperson

Mr. Akihiro Yamakoshi, 
JCCU, Japan

Vice-Chairperson

Dr. Haji Mohd. Azlan Yahya, 
ANGKASA, Malaysia

Vice-Chairperson

Ms. Jeong-Hee Kim, 
iCOOP, Korea

Secretary

Ms. Itsumi Hishinuma, 
JCCU, Japan

ICA-AP Committee on Consumer Cooperation

Chairperson

Dr. Yashwantha 
Dongre, ULCCS, India

Vice-Chairperson

Dr. Sidsel Grimstad, 
BCCM, Australia

Vice-Chairperson

Dr. Eunju Choi, iCOOP  
Co-operative Institute, Korea

Secretary

Mr. Mohit Dave, 
ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative Research
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Chairperson

Mr. K.K. Ravindran, 
NAFCARD, India

Vice-Chairperson

Dato’ Haji Che Mohd. 
Shukree Che Isa, 

ANGKASA, Malaysia

Vice-Chairperson

Mr. Rahul Calayan Jr,  
NCCB, Philippines

Secretary

Mr. Kulbhushan 
Kukreja, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Credit and Banking

Chairperson

Dr. Haji Mohd. Azlan Yahya, 
ANGKASA, Malaysia

Secretary

Ms. Simren Singh,  
ICA-AP

Vice-Chairperson

Mr. Ichiro Nakamori, 
NFUCA, Japan

Co-Secretary

Dr. Yashwantha Dongre, 
University of Mysore, India

Vice-Chairperson

Dr. Malika Kumar,  
NCUI, India 

Co-Secretary

Ms. Zenaida Diola, 
MMAFECCO, Philippines

ICA-AP Committee on Cooperatives in Educational Institutions 

Chairperson

Mr. Chang-Ho Choi Lee, 
NFCF, Korea

Vice-Chairperson

Mr. S.P. Singh,  
IFFDC, India

Secretary

Mr. Ashok Taneja,  
ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Forestry
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Chairperson

Mr. R.P. Singh,  
IFFCO, India

Vice-Chairperson

Mr. Abdul Rahman Shaik, 
CIM, Malaysia

Vice-Chairperson

Vacant

ICA-AP Committee on Human Resource Development

Chairperson

Ms. Chitose Arai, JCCU, 
Japan (Acting Chairperson)

Vice-Chairperson

Vacant

Secretary

Mr. Simren Singh,  
ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Women

Chairperson

Mr. Alireza Banaeifar, 
ICC, Iran

Vice-Chairperson

Ms. Dulce Saquilayan 
Bustamante, ULSCC, 

Philippines

Vice-Chairperson

Mr. Cecilce Jay Lambo 
Masanegra, AimCOOP, 

Philippines

Secretary

Mr. Shree 
Padmanabhan, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation

Chairperson

Datuk Seri Dr. Abdul Fattah Haji 
Abdullah, ANGKASA, Malaysia

Vice-Chairperson

Vacant

Secretary

Ms. Wan Azwati Wan Mohamed, 
ANGKASA, Malaysia

ICA-AP Committee on Trade and Business
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ICA-AP Committees on 
Consumer Cooperation, 
Credit and Banking, 
Cooperatives in 
Educational Institutions, 
Cooperative Research, 
and Youth Cooperation 
elected their new office 
bearers in November 2021.7th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative 

Research
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Members as of 
December 2021

1 AUSTRALIA
 •  Capricorn Society Limited (CSL)
 •  Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. (CBH Group)
 •  Business Council of Cooperatives and Mutuals (BCCM)

2 BANGLADESH 
 •  National Co-operative Union of Bangladesh
 •  Bangladesh Samabaya Bank Limited (BSBL)

3 BHUTAN  
 •  Department of Agricultural Marketing & Coops (DAMC)

4 CHINA 
 •  All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops (ACFSMC)
 •  All China Federation of Handicraft & Industrial Coops (ACFHIC)
 •   International Committee for the Promotion of Chinese Industrial 

Co-operatives (ICCIC)
 •  Jiangsu Supply and Marketing General Cooperative (JSMGC)
 •  Fujian Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops (Fujian Coop)

5 FIJI  
 •   Department of Cooperative Business (DCB) Ministry of Industry, 

Trade and Tourism

6 INDIA  
 •  National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI)
 •  Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO)
 •  Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit Society (BUCCS) 
 •  Cooperative House Building & Finance Corporation Ltd-CHBFC
 •  Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop Ltd. (IFFDC)
 •  Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd. (KRIBHCO)
 •  National Agricultural Coop Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) 
 •   National Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development Banks’ 

Federation Ltd (NAFCARD)
 •  National Coop Development Corporation (NCDC)
 •  National Federation of Fishers Coops Ltd (FISHCOPFED) 
 •  National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd. (NAFSCOB)
 •   National Federation of Farmers Procurement, Processing & 

Retailing Coops of India Limited (NACOF)
 •  National Yuva Co-operative Society Ltd. (NYCS) 
  •  Uralungal Labour Contract Coop Society Ltd. (ULCCS)
 •  Tirumalla Tirupati Multi-State Coop Credit Society (TTMSCC)
 •   Centre for Cooperatives and Livelihoods – Autonomous (CCL)  

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA)
 •   The Tamil Nadu Small Tea Growers ICTFs Federation Ltd. 

(INDCOSERVE)

7 INDONESIA  
 •    National Federation of People-based Coop Enterprises (INKUR)

8 IRAN  
 •  Iran Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC)
 •  Central Organization for Rural Cooperatives (CORC)
 •  Central Union of Rural & Agricultural Coops of Iran (CURACI) 
 •   Iran Oilseeds & Vegetable Oil Processing Factories Cooperative 

(FARDA Coop)
 •  Pishgaman Cooperative Union (PCU)  
 •   Supervision and Coordination Central Union of Rural and 

Agricultural Cooperatives (SCURA) 
 •  Tose’e Ta’avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
 •  Rah-e-roshd Cooperative Educational Complex (RCEC)
 •  Central Union of state Rural Production Coops of Iran (CURPC)
 •  Taavon Insurance Company (TIC)

9 JAPAN  
 •  Central Union of Agricultural Coops (JA-ZENCHU)
 •  Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union (JCCU)
 •   IE-NO-HIKARI Association (Association for Education & 

Publications on Agril Coops)
 •  Japan Cooperative Insurance Association Inc. (JCIA)
 •  Japanese Workers’ Cooperative Union (JWCU)
 •   Japanese Health and Welfare Coop Federation (HeW Coop 

Sanken Building, 5th floor
 •  National Association of Labour Banks (NALB)
 •   National Federation of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 

(ZEN-NOH)
 •   National Federation of Fisheries Cooperative Association  

(JF-ZENGYOREN)
 •   National Federation of Forest Owners’ Cooperative Associations 

(ZENMORI-REN)
 •  National Federation of University Coop Associations (NFUCA) 
 •   National Federation of Workers and Consumers Kyosai 

Cooperatives (Kokumin Kyosai Coop-ZENROSAI)
 •   National Mutual Insurance Federation of Agricultural 

Cooperatives (ZENKYOREN) 
 •  The Japan Agricultural News (Nihon-Nogyo-Shimbun)
 •   The Norinchukin Bank (Central Coop Bank for Agriculture & 

Forestry)
 •  Japan Cooperative Alliance (JCA) 
 •  Japan Coop Insurance Consumers’ Coop Federation (JCIF)

10 JORDAN  
 •  Jordan Cooperative Corporation (JCC)
 •  Educational Cooperative Union of Limited Liability 

11 KAZAKHSTAN  
 •   Union of Consumer Cooperation of the Rep. of Kazakhstan 

(UCCRK) 

12 KIRIBATI  
 •  Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Cooperatives (MCIC

112
MEMBERS 

31
COUNTRIES 
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13 KOREA   
 •  National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (NACF)
 •  iCOOP 
 •  Korean Federation of Community Credit Coops (KFCCC)
 •  Korean National Federation of Fisheries Coops (KNFFC)
 •  National Credit Union Federation of Korea (NACUFOK)
 •  National Forestry Cooperatives Federation (NFCF)
 •  Korea Cooperative Solidarity (KCS)

14 KYRGYZSTAN  
 •   Cooperatives Union of Kyrgyzstan (CUK) 

15 MALAYSIA  
 •  Malaysian National Cooperative Movement (ANGKASA) 
 •  National Land Finance Cooperative Society Ltd. (NLFCS)
 •  Cooperative Institute of Malaysia (CIM)

16 MALDIVES  
 •  Maldives Fishermen’s Association (MFA)

17 MONGOLIA  
 •  Mongolian National Cooperative Alliance (MNCA)
 •  National Association of Mongolian Agricultural Coops-NAMAC

18 MYANMAR  
 •  Central Cooperative Society Limited (CCS)

19 NEPAL  
 •  National Cooperative Federation of Nepal (NCFN)
 •  Nepal Agricultural Coop Central Federation Ltd. (NACCF)
 •  National Cooperative Bank Limited (NCBL)
 •  National Cooperative Development Board (NCDB)
 •  Nepal Multipurpose Central Coop Union Ltd. (NEMCCU)

20 NEW ZEALAND  
 •  Cooperative Business New Zealand (CBNZ)

21 PAKISTAN  
 •  Karachi Coop Housing Societies Union Ltd. (KCHSU)

22 PALESTINE  
 •  Economic & Social Development Center of Palestine (ESDC)   
 •  Palestinian Agricultural Cooperative Union (PACU)
 •  Union of Housing Cooperatives in Palestine (PUHC)
 •  Cooperative Work Agency (CWA)

23 PAPUA NEW GUINEA   
 •  Office of Cooperative Societies (OCS-PNG)

24 PHILIPPINES  
 •   National Confederation of Coops Inc. (NATCCO)
 •   Philippine Cooperative Center (PCC)
 •   VICTO National Coop Federation & Development Center  

(VICTO National)
 •   Federation of Peoples’ Sustainable Development Coop (FPSDC) 
 •   MASS-SPECC Coop Development Center (MASS-SPECC)
 •   Union of Legitimate Service Contracting Coops (ULSCC)
 •   Cooperative Development Authority (CDA)                       
 •   Aurora Integrated Multipurpose Cooperative (AIMCoop)
 •   Metro South Cooperative Bank (MSCB)
 •   1 Cooperative Insurance System of the Philippines Life and 

General Insurance (1CISP)
 •   CLIMBS Life and General Insurance Cooperative (CLIMBS)
 •   Network Consolidated Cooperative Bank (NCCB)

25 SINGAPORE 
 •  Singapore National Cooperative Federation Ltd. (SNCF)

26 SRI LANKA  
 •  National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL)
 •  SANASA Federation Limited
 •  National Institute of Cooperative Development (NICD)
 •  Department of Co-operative Development (DCD)
 •  Matara District Cooperative Hospital Society Ltd. (MDCHS)

27 THAILAND  
 •  Cooperative League of Thailand (CLT)
 •  Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions (ACCU)

28 TIMOR LESTE  
 •  National Confederation of Coops of Timor Leste (CNCTL)

29 U.A.E   
 •  Sharjah Cooperative Society (SCS)

30 VANUATU  
 •   Office of Registrar of Cooperatives and Business Development 

Services (ORCBDS)

31 VIETNAM  
 •  Vietnam Cooperative Alliance (VCA)
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Disclaimer

The content of the articles carrying information about the activities conducted under the ‘ICAEU Partnership 
on Development: People Centred Businesses in Action’, are the sole responsibility of the ICA-AP and can in no 
way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

ICAAsiaandPacific

ICA Asia and Pacific

ICAAPAC

icaasiapacific

International Cooperative
Alliance - Asia & Pacific

For more information, please contact

9, Aradhana Enclave, Sector-13, R. K. Puram,  
New Delhi-110066

+91-11-26888067 +91-11-26888250

info@icaap.coop www.icaap.coop

Whttps://www.facebook.com/ICAAsiaandPacific/
https://www.facebook.com/ICAAsiaandPacific/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNFRUelI9ZdbFN5EzHjfXsQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNFRUelI9ZdbFN5EzHjfXsQ
https://twitter.com/ICAAPAC
https://twitter.com/ICAAPAC
https://www.instagram.com/icaasiapacific/
https://www.instagram.com/icaasiapacific/
https://in.linkedin.com/company/international-cooperative-alliance-asia-pacific
https://in.linkedin.com/company/international-cooperative-alliance-asia-pacific

