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WELCOME MESSAGE 

By H.E. Khaled Mousa
Shehadeh Alhuneafat, Minister
of Agriculture, Jordan

It is our pleasure to welcome all esteemed guests to Jordan, the land of religions, the cradle of
civilizations, and the oasis of security, peace, and stability…Welcome our dear friends!

Jordan will host the 11th Asia-Pacific Cooperative Ministers’ Conference in the Dead Sea region from
28-30 April. Through the Conference, we look forward to strengthening partnerships between
Governments and cooperatives by building a joint action that contributes to sustainable development
at all economic, social, cultural and environmental levels, while emphasizing the importance of
strengthening the cooperative identity of societies. Cooperatives are one of the operational ways that
contribute to economic growth, youth employment and women’s economic empowerment.

Sincere wishes for the success of our conference and have a good stay…

And as we say in Jordan “Ya Hala” Everybody.

H.E. Khaled Mousa Shehadeh Alhuneafat
Minister of Agriculture, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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WELCOME MESSAGE 

By Mr. Abdelfattah M.Q. 
Al-Shalabi, Director General,
Jordan Co-operative
Corporation

On behalf of the cooperative sector, the government and the people of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan welcome you to the 11th APCMC at the Dead Sea region, the lowermost place on earth.

In the Jordanian dialect and the Arabic language, I say, “Ahlan wa sahlan wa marhaban bikum fi Al-
Urdun” Welcome to Jordan!

It is more than a welcome, it means you are safe amongst your people, where everything asked is met
and encountered. The Jordanian moralities and principles to celebrating and welcoming guests with
amiability and hospitability.

I wish this conference to be a new inauguration for consolidating and rooting international cooperative
work.

Once again, I welcome you to Jordan!
Ahlan wa sahlan wa marhaban bikum fi Al-Urdun

Mr. Abdelfattah M.Q. Al-Shalabi
Director General, Jordan Co-operative Corporation
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WELCOME MESSAGE 

By Dr. Chandrapal Singh 
Yadav, President,
International Cooperative
Alliance Asia and Pacific 

Dear Esteemed Guests and Cooperators,

With great pleasure, I extend a heartfelt welcome to
each of you at the 11th Asia Pacific Cooperative
Ministers’ Conference (APCMC), happening at the
lowest point on earth, the Dead Sea, in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. Your presence here shows your
commitment to the cooperative movement, and we
are truly delighted to have you with us.

Initiated by the ICA Asia-Pacific in 1990, in Australia, the Ministers’ Conference has been organized
every four years to foster dialogue between cooperatives and governments, shaping agendas, and
forging new avenues of collaboration. This historic occasion marks the first APCMC to be held in the
Middle East.

This conference will serve as a vital platform for advocating the importance of partnerships between
governments and cooperatives in the Asia Pacific (AP) and Middle Eastern and North Africa (MENA)
regions. Cooperatives are recognised as pivotal drivers of socio-economic development, particularly
across the Asia Pacific. Embodying democratic principles, member ownership, and community-centric
structure, they hold the promise of resilience, sustainability, and inclusive development. To maximize
their impact, collaboration between governments and cooperatives is crucial. Throughout this
conference, we will examine the cooperative landscape in the AP and MENA regions, analyse existing
partnerships, identify successful models, confront challenges, and chart strategies to strengthen
government-cooperative partnerships for sustainable and inclusive development.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Ministry of Agriculture led by H.E. Khaled Mousa Shehadeh
Alhuneafat and Mr. Abdel Fattah Al-Shalabi, the Director General of the Jordan Cooperative
Corporation for their gracious hosting of this significant event.

Aligned with the 11th APCMC, a pivotal study has been commissioned to assess government support
for cooperatives and how cooperatives work with the state. This conference stands poised to yield
actionable resolutions boosting our shared objectives and enriching these vital partnerships.

May this conference be marked by fruitful deliberations and resounding success!

Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav
President, ICA-Asia and Pacific
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THEMATIC BACKGROUND

The Asia-Pacific Cooperative Ministers' Conference (APCMC) established in 1990 by the International
Cooperative Alliance Asia Pacific (ICA-AP), is a quadrennial event organized to provide a platform for
cooperatives and governments to discuss current and emerging issues and set a common agenda
towards the establishment of new forms of cooperation between governments and cooperatives. The
APCMC helps to create a sustained and enabling policy and regulatory environment that is conducive
to cooperative development. 

The APCMC’s have been held in Australia (1990), Indonesia (1992), Sri Lanka (1994), Thailand (1997),
China (1999), Nepal (2002), India (2004), Malaysia (2008), Thailand (2012), and Vietnam (2017).   

The Theme
Cooperatives have been recognized as key agents of socioeconomic development, particularly in the
Asia Pacific region. With their democratic, member-owned and community-oriented structure,
cooperatives have the potential to foster resilience, sustainable development, and inclusive growth. To
maximize their impact, collaboration between governments and cooperatives is crucial. However, to
unlock the full potential and partnership between government entities and cooperatives there is a
need to foster a collaborative and supportive environment, establish a clear legal framework, and
develop policies that recognize the value and importance of cooperative enterprises as a vital
component of the economy and society. By working together and building a strong partnership, the
government and cooperatives can create a conducive environment for economic growth, job creation,
and social development, benefiting both the cooperative sector and society as a whole.

The 11th APCMC has set forth the theme: Partnerships between Government and Cooperatives for
Cooperative Resilience, Sustainable Development, and Inclusive Growth in Asia Pacific, Middle East
and North Africa region. It is being hosted by the ICA-AP, together with the Jordan Cooperative
Corporation (JCC) on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from
April 28 to 30, 2024 in Dead Sea, Jordan.

Cooperatives in the Asia Pacific
The Asia-Pacific region spans diverse cultures, economies, and landscapes, and faces a myriad of
challenges. Cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific region have deep historical roots, with some dating back
to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They emerged as a response to the exploitation faced by
workers, farmers, and small-scale entrepreneurs during colonial times and rapid industrialization. The
first cooperatives in the region were primarily agricultural cooperatives, focused on improving the
livelihoods of rural communities by pooling resources and sharing risks.
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Agricultural cooperatives have helped farmers gain access to credit, modern farming techniques, and
markets, thus enhancing productivity and income levels. In many Asia-Pacific countries, traditional
financial institutions have limited reach in remote and underserved areas. Cooperatives, particularly
credit unions and savings cooperatives, have filled this gap by providing essential financial services to
marginalized communities. Consumer cooperatives have played a vital role in empowering consumers.
By prioritizing the needs of their members and serving the community, they have fostered a sense of
ownership and solidarity among consumers. In recent years, cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific have
recognized the importance of sustainability and environmental stewardship and engaged in eco-
friendly practices, such as organic farming, renewable energy production, and waste management
initiatives. 

In the 21st century, the relevance of cooperatives in Asia-Pacific countries remains undiminished. As
the region faces complex challenges like income inequality, climate change, and digital
transformation, cooperatives can offer innovative and inclusive solutions. Cooperatives have a role to
promote inclusive economic growth by empowering marginalized groups, such as women, youth, and
indigenous communities. Cooperatives have been at the forefront of social innovation, starting as
business models that prioritized people and the planet over profit alone. There is a continued need to
demonstrate the potential of cooperatives to address pressing societal challenges. As the world
rapidly adopts digital technologies, cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific need to leverage these tools to
enhance their operations and reach a broader audience. Cooperatives need to be actively involved in
climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. 

Cooperatives During Times of Crisis
Cooperatives have proven to be invaluable in times of crisis, providing a resilient and community-
focused response to various challenges. Whether facing economic downturns, natural disasters, or
public health emergencies, cooperatives have demonstrated their ability to support members and
communities with solidarity, resource pooling, and adaptive strategies.

During economic crises, cooperatives acted as stabilizing forces in local economies. By sharing risks
and resources among members, cooperatives helped alleviate the impact of financial hardships on
individuals and small businesses. They prioritized job retention over layoffs, ensuring the livelihoods of
their members and contributing to sustainable employment. AMUL in India, a dairy cooperative,
responded by increasing support to its dairy farmers. Instead of reducing milk procurement, AMUL
continued to purchase milk from its members at competitive prices, ensuring a steady income for
farmers during a time of market uncertainty.

In the face of natural disasters, cooperative networks play a critical role in disaster response and
recovery efforts. Whether in agricultural, housing, or consumer cooperatives, the collective nature of
these organizations allows for the mobilization of resources and immediate assistance to affected
communities. In the aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, typhoon Hyain in
2013, 2015 earthquake in Nepal and other disasters, cooperative organizations in affected countries
and from across the region played a crucial role in providing relief, rehabilitation, and long-term
support to impacted communities.

Cooperatives also demonstrated their resilience and adaptability during public health crises, such as
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Palestine Agriculture Cooperative Union supported the community by
collecting fresh vegetables from members as grants and distributing them to the closed governorates
affected by the virus. In the Philippines, cooperatives launched a nationwide campaign of donations to
combat the virus and used the Cooperative Development Fund to help the elderly and the most
vulnerable in their community. In India, the Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative (IFFCO) led efforts to
contain the spread of COVID-19 by organizing social awareness campaigns to highlight preventive and
precautionary measures like social distancing, sanitization, healthy diet and prevention through face
masks. Healthcare cooperatives, across the region provided essential medical services, while
consumer cooperatives ensured food security and distribution to vulnerable populations.
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Building a Better Asia and Pacific
From economic integration and environmental sustainability to cultural exchange and cooperation,
cooperatives have been contributing to a comprehensive and harmonious approach to shaping a
brighter future.

The Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions (ACCU) has included as its Sixth C – Climate
Compliance to its credit lending in addition to character, collateral, capacity, capital, and condition
(risks). In Australia, the Business Council of Cooperatives and Mutuals (BCCM) has shown that
cooperatives play an important part in economic recovery by virtue of being resilient and stable
businesses. The Australian government has recognized cooperatives and listed them alongside other
business structures. IFFCO, India has developed nano fertilizers which can reduce the excess use of
urea application, reduce harmful effects on the soil, protect plants better and improve crop yield. In
Japan, the Japanese Workers Cooperative Union (JWCU) was successful in getting the Workers
Cooperative Act passed during the pandemic. The Act will allow them to create diverse employment
opportunities for vulnerable people such as the elderly, people with disabilities and women/ youth with
various social difficulties and to implement businesses to meet diverse demands in local communities. 

In Korea, COOP built the Natural Dream Park in Guyre in 2014, a new cooperative business model,
which combines production and consumption. Each part of the consumer, producer, and provider
system is a cooperative owned and managed by its members. The park was built with loans and
investment from cooperative members who view the process as a way to practice self-help and
autonomy.In Nepal, the National Cooperative Federation (NCFN) has launched a campaign with its
members to promote SDG 12 – sustainable production and consumption. The Nepal Agricultural
Central Cooperative Federation managed to collect and sell members' fresh vegetables in Kathmandu
during the lockdown period, selling products at as low a cost as possible. MASS-SPEC Cooperative
Development Center in the Philippines launched the Reconstruction and Rebuilding Financing
Program (RRFP) to assist member-cooperatives who have been affected by disruptions or disasters to
provide re-financing with more flexible terms and conditions and putting into practice the cooperative
ideology of cooperatives who ‘have more’ help members who ‘have less.’  

Recognition to Cooperatives
The importance of cooperatives has been recognized across countries and is reflected in the National
Constitution, strategy documents to enhance contribution to GDP, the creation of new Ministries, and
the implementation of SDGs. 

The UN Secretary-General Report, ‘Cooperatives in Social Development,’ presented at the seventy-
sixth session (July 2021) states, “Business as usual is not sustainable, and the world needs a new
social contract that acknowledges the interlinkages among the economy, social protection, health and
the environment. The cooperative identity and business model can lead the way towards a just
recovery from COVID-19, as their principles and many actions during the pandemic have shown.” In
June 2022 at the 110th session of the ILO conference on Decent Work and the Social and Solidarity
Economy (SSE), there was explicit mention of cooperatives in the definition of the SSE. In 2016,
UNESCO added cooperatives to the list of intangible cultural assets. Cooperatives were described as
entities that “allow for community building through shared interests and values creating innovative
solutions to societal problems. 

The United Nations General Assembly, adopted a new resolution on cooperatives in social
development, on November 3, 2023, calling for the proclamation of 2025 as an International Year of
Cooperatives (IYC). The resolution encourages the member states, the United Nations, and all other
relevant stakeholders to take advantage of the IYC to promote cooperatives and raise awareness of
their contribution to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and overall social and
economic development. 
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The resolution further draws governments’ attention to the recommendations of the 2023 UN
Secretary General report on cooperatives in social development to strengthen the entrepreneurial
ecosystem for cooperatives as sustainable and successful business enterprises.

For the period 2016 to 2022, 28 countries from the Asia-Pacific region which have one or more
members of the ICA presented their Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) on the implementation of the
SDGs. Cooperatives in some form or the other found mention in the VNRs of 15 countries - China,
Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vanuatu. They were largely mentioned in relation to SDG 1 (No
Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 13 (Climate
Action). This reflects the number of cooperatives working in agriculture and rural areas. The frequent
reference to cooperatives in SDG 8 shows that Governments expect them to play their role in
promoting inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent
work. 

The Government of India created the Ministry of Cooperation in July 2021 to deliver India’s vision of
“Sahakar Se Samriddhi” (prosperity with cooperation). In Malaysia, cooperatives are seen as a vehicle
or “silver bullet” in driving the socio-economic growth of the people to achieve the goals set by the
Government. The National Entrepreneurship Policy 2030 has targeted the contribution of the
cooperative sector to GDP to be increased to RM100 billion or about 5% by 2030.The Constitution of
Nepal recognizes cooperatives as one of the three pillars of the economy along with the private and
public sectors.

Cooperative sector in Jordan
In Jordan, the cooperative movement plays a major role in people’s lives and contributes to the
nation’s development on many levels. The National Strategy for the Jordanian Cooperative Movement
(2021-2025; English | Arabic) was created to develop the country’s cooperative movement based on a
human-centred approach to ensure social justice and equal opportunities.

Jordan has shown a high readiness to face the challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic through the
steadfastness of many cooperative societies. In light of the pandemic, which has posed significant
challenges to food security in Jordan, cooperatives have played a crucial role in maintaining the
continuity of food and agricultural product supply chains. Their efforts have ensured an uninterrupted
provision of essential goods to the citizens of Jordan throughout the crisis. Among the many other
agricultural cooperative societies that played a major role in Jordanian society are the Jordan Falcons
Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society, Kanz Al Ard Cooperative Society, and Kafr Soum Agricultural
Cooperative Society for Pomegranate Producers.  

The public sector modernization plan launched by the Jordanian government also included a clear
reference to the JCC as one of the pillars of the economic activities sector. The government has taken
several institutional measures since 2023 to develop the business environment, stimulate local and
foreign investments, and strengthen partnerships with the private sector, including restructuring the
JCC. According to the plan, the restructuring aims to raise and improve the efficiency of the
cooperative institution to enhance its role in supporting the vision of economic modernization, the
contribution of cooperatives to local development and the development of agricultural and other
economic activities.

Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and Threats to Government-Cooperative
Partnership
The partnership between governments and cooperatives is a dynamic relationship that holds the
potential to drive socio-economic development, foster inclusive growth, and address pressing societal
challenges. This collaboration brings together the collective strengths of both entities, aiming to
harness their unique capabilities for the betterment of communities and economies. However, like any
partnership, it is not without its challenges and potential pitfalls. 
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The Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis of the government-
cooperative partnership, below provides insights into its current status and identify areas for
improvement. It sheds light on the positive aspects that can be capitalized on, the weaknesses that
need to be addressed, the opportunities that can be seized, and the potential threats that must be
navigated.

Partnerships between governments and cooperatives are essential for promoting cooperative
resilience and achieving sustainable inclusive growth in the Asia Pacific region. Governments can
contribute by creating an enabling environment, promoting cooperative identity, and strengthening
the legal framework. By implementing supportive policies, raising awareness, and enacting
appropriate regulations, governments can unlock the full potential of cooperatives as drivers of
economic and social development. Collaboration between governments, cooperatives, and other
stakeholders is vital to address challenges, capitalize on opportunities, and build a thriving
cooperative sector that contributes to a more sustainable and inclusive future in the Asia Pacific
region.
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Objectives of the 11th APCMC 
To examine the current state of cooperatives in the Asia Pacific and their potential for contributing
to resilience, sustainable development, and inclusive growth.

1.

To analyze the existing partnerships between governments and cooperatives in the region and
identify successful models that have yielded positive outcomes.

2.

To highlight the benefits of collaborative initiatives between government and cooperatives,
including improved access to resources, enhanced regulatory frameworks, and increased social
inclusion.

3.

To identify challenges and obstacles in building effective partnerships and propose strategies to
overcome them.

4.

To provide recommendations for policymakers and cooperative stakeholders to strengthen and
expand government-cooperative partnerships for sustainable and inclusive development.

5.

Conclusion
The cooperative sector constitutes a fundamental pillar in the economies of many countries around
the world and is a driver of comprehensive and sustainable development in many societies. It plays an
important role in achieving economic and social balance and enhancing environmental sustainability
by:

Enhancing democratic participation and promoting inclusivity by meeting the needs of various
segments of society.

Strengthening and developing the local economy and supporting local economic projects and
activities and small and medium businesses, in a way that contributes to creating job opportunities
and promoting social economic development.

Providing basic services and improving the quality of life in by providing basic services to
individuals and communities, through cooperation in many areas such as finance, insurance, health
care, education, and protection from economic risks.

Stimulating innovation and promoting sustainable development by encouraging innovation and
leadership in various fields and focusing on environmentally friendly and sustainable economic
practices in the long term.

Strengthening communication and social solidarity between communities by bringing together
individuals from different backgrounds.

Achieving SDGs aim to eliminate poverty, improve living conditions, and preserve the environment.  

The 11th APCMC will bring together distinguished leaders and leading minds with diverse experiences
who are working together to advance the movement. It will provide a platform for cooperatives in
Jordan and the region to build a strong and sustainable cooperation network. It marks the beginning of
an extensive and promising journey towards transformative change, aspiring to create a positive and
significant impact within our cooperative societies, both nationally and internationally. This endeavor
is rooted in our collective ambition to bolster economic stability, which is pivotal for realizing our
shared aspiration of building a better and more secure world for ourselves and future generations.

To read the thematic background in Arabic, scan the QR Code.

لقراءة الخلفية الموضوعية باللغة العربية، قم بمسح رمز الاستجابة
ا. السريعة ضوئيً
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 DAY 0: APRIL 27, 2024 

  Arrival of Delegates
  ICA-AP Regional Board meeting (by invitation only)

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

 DAY 1: APRIL 28, 2024 

09:00 – 10:00 Registration 

09:30 – 09:50 Gathering of ministers and key delegates in VIP room

10:00 – 10:50

Inauguration of the Conference
Video on Jordanian Cooperative Movement 
Cultural Performance 
Introduction of Ministers and key delegates
Welcome Address

Mr. Abdelfattah M.Q. Al-Shalabi, Director General, Jordan Cooperative Corporation
(JCC) 

Inaugural Address
Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President, International Cooperative Alliance – Asia and
Pacific (ICA-AP)
Dr. Ariel Guarco, President, International Cooperative Alliance (ICA)

Opening Address
H.E. Khaled Mousa Shehadeh Alhuneafat, Minister of Agriculture, Jordan 

10:50 – 11:10 Group Photo followed by Tea/Coffee Break

11:10 – 11:30

Keynote Address
Partnerships between Government and Cooperatives for Cooperative Resilience,
Sustainable Development, and Inclusive Growth
Mr. Abdelfattah M.Q. Al-Shalabi, Director General, JCC

11:30 – 12:00

Introduction of the Conference
Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP

Statutory Proceedings – Agenda
Announcement of Conference Chair H.E. Khaled Mousa Shehadeh Alhuneafat,
Minister of Agriculture, Jordan
Adoption of Rules and Procedures
Announcement of Drafting Committee
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Session 1 – State of Partnerships in Asia-Pacific and MENA
Chair – Dr. Nizar Haddad, Director General, National Agricultural Research Center (NARC), Jordan

Cooperatives play a vital role in fostering sustainable development, economic resilience, and
inclusive growth in many countries in the Asia Pacific and MENA region. These member-owned,
member-operated organizations operate in various sectors, including agriculture, finance, housing,
and more. To harness their full potential, partnerships between government entities and
cooperatives are important. What is the state of partnership between governments and
cooperatives? What are the drivers to sustain the partnership? How do we improve government–
cooperative partnerships?

12:00 – 13:00 
Study on Assessment of Partnerships Between the Government and Cooperatives
Dr. Yashavantha Dongre, Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative Research
(Online) supported by Dr. Samir Barhoumeh, Research Consultant, ICA-AP

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break

14:00 – 15:30 

Statement by Government Representatives
H.E. Mr. Manoa Kamikamica, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade,
Cooperatives, SMEs and Communications, Fiji

1.

H.E. Mr. Win Daki Bakri, Minister for Commerce & Industry, Papua New Guinea2.
H.E. U.Sec. Joseph “Joy” Ballota Encabo, Chairman, Cooperative Development
Authority, the Philippines

3.

H.E. Mr. Balaram Adhikari, Minister of Land Management, Cooperatives and
Poverty Alleviation, Nepal

4.

H.E. Dr. Abass Al-haj Hassan, Minister of Agriculture, Lebanon5.

15:30 – 16:00 Tea/Coffee Break

Session 2 – Accelerating the Cooperative Identity
Chair – Mr. Michael Pilbrow, Director and Chairman, Strategic Development Group, Australia

The Statement of Cooperative Identity unites cooperatives to work for the common good. The values
and principles give people control of their own lives, their future, and form base that sets
cooperatives apart from other types of enterprises. How can we ensure the cooperative business
model continues to be relevant in addressing global challenges and how do we accelerate the
cooperative identity?

16:00 – 16:45

How can we ensure the cooperative business model continues to be relevant in
addressing challenges?
Mr. Hani Farhan Alodainat, Director of the Cooperative Training Center, JCC

Findings from the ICA Cooperative Identity Survey
Mr. P. Santosh Kumar, Director of Legislation, ICA

How do we accelerate the cooperative identity?
Mr. Kenki Maeda, General Manager, Japan Cooperative Alliance 

16:45 – 17:30

Statement by Government Representatives
H.E. Eng. Sultan bin Jorais AlJorais, Deputy Minister for Social Security and
Empowerment, Saudi Arabia 

1.

H.E. Mr. V. N. Vasavan, Minister for Ports & Cooperation, Government of Kerala,
India

2.

Hon. Ms. Neven Alqabbaj, Minister of Social Solidarity, Egypt3.

19:00 – 21:00 Gala Dinner
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 DAY 2: APRIL 29, 2024 

Session 3 – Adapting to Changing Environment and Building Resiliency
Chair – Dr. Manoj Nardeosingh, Secretary General, African-Asian Rural Development Organization

The importance of cooperatives has been recognized across countries, reflected in National
Constitution, strategy documents to enhance contribution to GDP, and through creation of new
Ministries. How do cooperatives respond to the rapidly changing environment? What is the support
needed from governments to create an enabling environment and develop resiliency within
cooperatives?

10:00 – 10:45 

Inclusive Transformation in the Near East and North Africa 
Dr. Abdul Hakim Elwaer, Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative, FAO
Near East and North Africa 

Agricultural Innovation and Entrepreneurship: NARC as a Case Study
Dr. Nizar Haddad, Director General, NARC, Jordan

Resilience of cooperatives recognized in the National Constitution
Ms. Om Devi Malla, Chairperson, National Cooperative Federation of Nepal

10:45 – 11:30 

Statement by Government Representatives
H.E. Dr. Hamed Veyskarami, Deputy Minister of Cooperative Affairs, Ministry of
Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare – Islamic Republic of Iran

1.

Mr. Bilal Omer, Chairman, Cooperative Work Authority, Ministry of Labour,
Palestine

2.

Ms. Aicha Errifaai, General Director of the Office of Cooperation Development,
Morocco

3.

11:30 – 12:00 Tea/Coffee Break

12:00 – 13:00

Statement by Government Representatives
Yang Berhormat Datuk Ewon Benedick, Minister of Entrepreneur Development and
Cooperatives, Malaysia

1.

H.E. Anas Mohammed Kasem Aldabash, Assistant Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor, Syria

2.

H.E. Abdulaziz Almutairi, Deputy Minister of Social Affairs for the Cooperative
Sector and External Relations Department, Kuwait

3.

H.E. Wafaa Al-Kelani, Minister of Social Affairs, Libya4.

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break

Session 4 – Advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 1, 5, 8, 13)
Chair – Mr. Jeroen Douglas, Director General, ICA

Cooperatives across the Asia-Pacific and MENA region are actively involved in the implementation
of the SDGs and their role has focused on SDG1 (no poverty), SDG5 (gender equality), SDG8 (decent
work and economic growth), and SDG13 (climate action). The efforts of cooperatives have been
recognized and are reflected in national SDG plans and in the Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) of
many countries. How do governments support the role of cooperatives in the implementation of the
SDGs and give more visibility and recognition to their efforts?

14:00 – 15:00

ICA-AP Study on Cooperatives and VNRs 
Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP

Promoting Sustained, Inclusive, and Sustainable Economic Growth, Full and
Productive Employment, and Decent Work for All
Ms. Simel Esim, Head - Cooperative Unit, International Labor Organization
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Strengthening Policies and Legislation that Promote Gender Equality
Ms. Chitose Arai, Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee on Women

Creating Productive Employment and Decent Work for Youth
Ms. Dulce Bustamante, Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation

15:00 – 16:00

Statement by Government Representatives
Mr. Pankaj Kumar Bansal, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Cooperation, India 1.
Mr. Wisit Srisuwan, Director-General of the Cooperative Promotion Department,
Thailand

2.

Mr. Hiroshi Ono, Director, Office of Consumer Cooperative Societies, Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan 

3.

Mr. Ahmed Shareef, Head of Department, Supervision and Control of Cooperatives,
Ministry of Economy, United Arab Emirates

4.

16:00 – 16:30 Tea/Coffee Break

16:30 – 17:30

Concluding Session    

Report of the Drafting Committee, Joint Declaration and Recommendations

Closing speech 
H.E. Khaled Mousa Shehadeh Alhuneafat, Minister of Agriculture, Jordan
Mr. Abdelfattah M.Q. Al-Shalabi, Director General, JCC

Vote of Thanks
Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP

19:00 – 21:00 Farewell Dinner

 DAY 3: APRIL 30, 2024

8:00 – 20:00 A field visit to the Rose City of Petra (one of the wonders of the world)

21:00
onwards/
next day

Departure of Delegates

To read the program in Arabic, scan the QR Code.

 لقراءة البرنامج باللغة العربية، قم بمسح رمزرمز الاستجابة السريعة
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PROFILES OF KEY DIGNITARIES

HON. MS. NIVINE RIAD
ABDELMEGUID ALKABBAG

Minister of Social Solidarity,
Egypt

H.E. MR. MANOA
KAMIKAMICA

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Cooperatives,
SMEs and Communications, Fiji

H.E. KHALED MOUSA
SHEHADEH ALHUNEAFAT

Minister of Agriculture,
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

H.E. DR. ABASS AL-HAJ
HASSAN

Minister of Agriculture,
 Lebanon

HON. MS. WAFAA A.M.
ALKELANI

Minister of Social Affairs, 
Libya

YANG BERHORMAT
DATUK EWON BENEDICK

Minister of Entrepreneur
Development and Cooperatives,

Malaysia

H.E. MR. BALARAM
ADHIKARI

Minister of Land Management,
Cooperatives and Poverty

Alleviation, Nepal

 H.E. MR. WIN DAKI
BAKRI

Minister for Commerce &
Industry, Papua New Guinea

H.E. U.SEC. JOSEPH “JOY”
BALLOTA ENCABO
Chairman, Cooperative

Development Authority, the
Philippines
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PROFILES OF KEY DIGNITARIES

H.E. DR. HAMED
VEYSKARAMI

Deputy Minister of Cooperative
Affairs, Ministry of

Cooperatives, Labor and Social
Welfare – Islamic Republic of

Iran

H.E. ABDULAZIZ
ALMUTAIRI

 Deputy Minister of Social
Affairs for the Cooperative

Sector and External Relations
Department, Kuwait 

H.E. ENG. SULTAN BIN
JORAIS ALJORAIS

Deputy Minister for Social
Security and Empowerment,

Saudi Arabia

MS. AICHA ERRIFAAI

General Director of the Office of
Cooperation Development,

Morocco

MR. PANKAJ KUMAR
BANSAL

Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Cooperation, India 

MR. HIROSHI ONO

Director, Office of Consumer
Cooperative Societies, Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare,

Japan 

H.E. MR. V. N. 
VASAVAN

Minister for Ports & Cooperation,
Government of Kerala, India

MR. ANAS MOHAMMED
KASEM ALDABASH

Assistant Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor, Syria

MS. RASHA BASSAM
KARKOUKI

Assistant Minister of Internal
Trade and Consumer Protection,

Syria
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MR. WISIT SRISUWAN

Director-General of the
Cooperative Promotion
Department, Thailand

PROFILES OF KEY DIGNITARIES

MR. BILAL OMER

Chairman, Cooperative Work
Authority, Ministry of Labour,

Palestine

MR. AHMED SHAREEF

Head of Department,
Supervision and Control of
Cooperatives, Ministry of

Economy, United Arab Emirates

DR. ARIEL GUARCO

President, International
Cooperative Alliance 

DR. CHANDRAPAL SINGH
YADAV

President, International
Cooperative Alliance – Asia and

Pacific

DR. MANOJ
NARDEOSINGH

Secretary General, African-
Asian Rural Development

Organization

DR. ABDUL HAKIM
ELWAER

Assistant Director-General and
Regional Representative, FAO

Near East and North Africa

MR. JEROEN DOUGLAS

Director General, International
Cooperative Alliance 
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MR. BALASUBRAMANIAN
IYER

Regional Director, International
Cooperative Alliance – Asia and

Pacific 



PROFILES OF KEY DIGNITARIES

MS. SIMEL ESIM

Head - Cooperative Unit,
International Labor Organization

MR. ABDELFATTAH M.Q.
AL-SHALABI

Director General, Jordan
Cooperative Corporation

MR. MICHAEL PILBROW

Director and Chairman, Strategic
Development Group, Australia

DR. YASHAVANTHA
DONGRE

Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee
on Cooperative Research, India

MS. CHITOSE ARAI

Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee
on Women, Japan

DR. NIZAR HADDAD

Director General, National
Agricultural Research Center,

Jordan

MR. HANI FARHAN
ALODAINAT

Director of the Cooperative
Training Center, Jordan

Cooperative Corporation 

MS. OM DEVI MALLA

Chairperson, National
Cooperative Federation of Nepal
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MR. KENKI MAEDA

General Manager, Japan
Cooperative Alliance



PROFILES OF KEY DIGNITARIES

MR. P. SANTOSH KUMAR

Director of Legislation,
International Cooperative

Alliance 

MS. DULCE BUSTAMANTE

Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee
on Youth Cooperation,

Philippines
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DR. SAMIR BARHOUMEH

Research Consultant,
International Cooperative
Alliance – Asia and Pacific 



General Information

Contact: APCMC Secretariat

Email: secretariat@apministersconf.coop

Website: https://apministersconf.coop/


