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Year End Report
Dear Members,

2014 was another successful year as we were able to increase membership, organize 
a successful Regional Assembly, raise the voice of cooperatives, manage leadership 
transition, and carry out most planned activities.

We have highlighted experiences of some individuals who participated in the trainings, 
workshops and exchange programmes organized this year. Their stories show that 
they have gained through these experiences and more importantly many have put into 
practice what they have learned. This is the objective of any training and we are glad 
this is happening.

The 11th Regional Assembly and 8th Co-operative Forum held in Indonesia adopted the 
Bali Resolution on, “Cooperatives for Sustainable Development in Asia and Pacific,“to 
recognize the relevance of Sustainable Development Goals and position co-operatives in 
the Post-2015 Global Development Agenda. This year, we hope through our joint efforts, 
co-operatives get a mention in the final declaration at the United Nations. The ICA-
AP Committee on Youth Cooperation, which participated in the World Conference 
on Youth in Sri Lanka, in May, ensured the role and importance of co-operatives was 
recognized in the final declaration. These are important steps and will help to create an 
enabling environment to foster the cooperative model of business. 

The Malaysia Business Office has been fully functional and four seconded staff from 
All China Federation of Supply and Marketing Cooperatives (ACFSMC), China; 
Angkasa, Malaysia; Japanese Consumer Cooperative Union (JCCU), Japan; and 
National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (NACF), Korea are in place. 

We are thankful to our sponsoring organizations – ACFSMC, Angkasa, JCCU, JA-
ZENCHU, and NACF. We continue to receive generous support from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Japan to foster leadership and develop cooperatives 
in the Asia Pacific region. We are grateful for the generous time and support we 
received from our board, regional office staff, members, governments, partners and other 
stakeholders.

We look forward to 2015 and hope to have another fruitful cooperative year!

Li Chunsheng       Balu Iyer

President       Regional Director
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The 11th Regional Assembly and 8th Co-operative Forum were held in Bali, Indonesia from 
September 16 to 20. Over 500 cooperators from the region, registered to take part in the Assembly 
and related events. The Assembly adopted the Bali Resolution on “Co-operatives for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and Pacific,” to recognize the relevance of Sustainable Development Goals 
and position co-operatives in the Post-2015 Global Development Agenda.

The welcome address was delivered by Mr. Setyo Heryanto, Deputy Minister of Co-operatives 
and Small and Medium enterprises, Republic of Indonesia. Mr. Li Chunsheng, President, ICA-
AP and the Chairman of ICA-AP Regional Assembly, opened the meeting and welcomed all the 
members and special invitees. He expressed his happiness at the large participation of ICA member 
organizations in Asia and Pacific.  

The General assembly discussed and unanimously approved 
The followinG iTems:

- Introduction of the new Regional Director
- Confirmation of minutes of the 10th Regional Assembly held in Kobe in 2012
- Minutes of the Regional Board Meetings held since last Regional Assembly
- Financial Report of the ICA-AP for 2012-2014
- ICA membership situation in the Asia and Pacific Region

The Assembly 
adopted the Bali 
Resolution on, 
“Co-operatives 
for Sustainable 
Development in 
Asia and Pacific,” 
to recognize 
the relevance 
of Sustainable 
Development Goals 
and position co-
operatives in the 
Post-2015 Global 
Development Agenda.

Mr. Setyo Heryanto, Mr. Balu Iyer, Dame Pauline Green, Mr. Li Chunsheng  
and Mr. Nurudin Halid at the 11th Regional Assembly.

11th Asia Pacific Regional Assembly- 2014
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- Presentation of the ICA Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade by the ICA Director General
- Report of the 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars’ Conference-2013 held in Malaysia
- Status of ICA-AP Malaysia Office
- Reports from ICA-AP Sectoral/Thematic Committees 
- Report of the 8th Co-operative Forum on “Co-operatives for Sustainable Development in 

Asia and Pacific”
- Consideration of venue and date of next ICA-AP Regional Assembly-2016

The sector and thematic committees of ICA-AP held their annual meeting and events in conjunction 
with the Regional Assembly. The Chairpersons of the committees presented their reports at the 
Assembly.

Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, President of the National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) 
and Vice Chairperson of the ICA-AP offered to host the 2016 Regional Assembly in India. 
The Regional Assembly unanimously accepted the offer of NCUI. Dr. Yadav extended a warm 
invitation to all the delegates. 

Mr Li Chunsheng made the closing remarks and extended his gratitude to all the members for their 
active participation in the assembly and related events. He thanked the host DEKOPIN for making 

excellent preparations and 
arrangements. The Regional 
Assembly proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Balu Iyer and 
ICA-AP staff for organizing 
the events successfully. The 
Regional Assembly also 
expressed its thanks to Dame 
Pauline Green, President, 
ICA and Mr. Charles 
Gould, Director General, 
ICA for their participation 
and valued contribution in 
enriching the discussion of 
the Regional Assembly.

H.E.Dr. Syarifuddin Hasan , Mr. Li Chunsheng, Mr. Nurudin Halid,  
Dame Pauline Green and Mr. Balu Iyer at the Regional Assembly.
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The 8th Co-operative Forum was held on 18 September on the theme, ‘Co-operatives for 
Sustainable Development in Asia Pacific’ during the 11th Regional Assembly. Mr. Setyo 
Heryanto, Deputy Minister of Co-operatives and Small and Medium enterprises, Republic 
of Indonesia in his inaugural address emphasized his government’s support for development of 
co-operatives, especially women cooperatives. He said his government was giving support in the 
form of funding, training, capacity building to develop human resource and creating an enabling 
environment for co-operatives. He said it was apt that the Forum was being held in Bali which 
epitomizes the “Cooperatives Spirit”.

In his welcome address, Mr. Nurudin Halid, Vice President of DEKOPIN, emphasized the 
role of cooperatives in sustainable development and their contribution to the national GDP. Mr. 
Li Chunsheng, President ICA-AP said cooperatives have a huge role to play in society. The 
Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade lays out the roadmap for cooperative development. Dame 
Pauline Green said that the International Year of Cooperatives in 2012 gave a great boost to 
the co-operative movement. Co-operatives are key to sustainable development because they take 
part in all walks of life. She wanted the participants to be aware that they are part of a movement 
which has over billion members. She invited all the participants to take part in promoting the 
cooperative identity by adopting the COOP marquee.

Prof. I Wayan Windia, Senior Expert on Subak Agriculture and Professor at Udayana 
University said that co-operatives are based on community and not an individual approach. 
A community based approach takes into account social and economic equity and concern for 
environment which ensures sustainable development. As a Balinese native he mentioned about, 
Tri Hita Karana, the three causes of well-being which includes harmony among people, harmony 
with nature or environment, and harmony with God.

The Cooperative Forum was divided into three sessions that covered issues relating to evidences 
of sustainable socio-economic-environmental growth through co-operatives in the region; role of 
data, research and innovation in sustainable development; and panel discussion and an open 
forum: Co-operatives Build a Sustainable Society. The technical experts who delivered were 
Prof. Frederick O. Wanyama, School of Development and Strategic Studies, Maseno University, 
Kenya; Mr. Gianluca Salvatori, CEO, European Research Institute on Co-operative and Social 
Enterprises; Dr. Burhanudin Abdullah, President, Co-operative University of Indonesia; and 
Mr Peter Van Rooij, Director, International Labour Organisation (ILO) Country Office for 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste.

Experiences from Co-operative movements were shared by Rep. Cresente C Paez, House of 
Representatives, Philippines; Mr. Enkhbold Nyamaa, President of Mongolian Co-operative 
Alliance; Mr. Zakaria Motevalli,Deputy of International Affairs of Iran Central Chamber 
of Co-operatives; Mr. A. Praveen Reddy, President, Mulkanoor Co-operative Rural Bank 

Mr. Setyo Heryanto, 
Deputy Minister of 
Co-operatives and 
Small and Medium 
enterprises, Republic 
of Indonesia in his 
inaugural address 
emphasized his 
government’s support 
to development 
of co-operatives, 
especially women 
cooperatives. He 
said his government 
was giving support in 
the form of funding, 
training, capacity 
building to develop 
human resources and 
creating an enabling 
environment. He said 
it was apt the Forum 
was being held in 
Bali which epitomizes 
the “Cooperatives 
Spirit”.

8th Asia Pacific Cooperative Forum- 2014
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and Marketing Society Ltd.; and Mr. Akira 
Kurimoto, Director, Japanese Consumer 
Co-operative Institute, Kobe, Japan. The 
moderators for the sessions were Mr. Agung 
Sudjatmoko, Vice President of DEKOPIN; 
Mr. Charles Gould, Director General, ICA; 
and Dame Pauline Green, President, ICA.

The Forum resolved to assess and measure 
the contribution of co-operatives, invest 
in technology, education and training for 
members, staff, management and board 
to increase participation, service and 
competitiveness of co-operative enterprises, 
initiate activities at national and local level, 
focusing on achieving inclusive and democratic 

sustainable development, call upon national governments, inter-governmental agencies and other stakeholders to recognize 
co-operatives as representative of a significant section of the population, and to work with the national, regional and global 
co-operative movements in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, urge national co-operative movements to call 
on their governments to revise co-operative laws and policies in conformity with internationally recognized definition of 
co-operative and work closely with the Alliance (ICA) to identify responses of co-operatives to each of the Sustainable 
Development Goals to be adopted by the international community, and create an enabling atmosphere for co-operatives 
to play a larger role in realising the goals so 
adopted.

During the concluding session, Dr. Syarifuddin 
Hasan, the Minister of Co-operatives and 
Small and Medium Enterprises, Indonesia, 
spoke about the Indonesian governments 
support to cooperatives by dedicating a 
ministry for cooperatives that undertakes 
marketing cooperative products, financing 
for co-operative members and training and 
education through universities. Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, President, ICA-AP and Mr. Balu 
Iyer, Regional Director, read out the proposed 
resolution of the Forum. Mr. Li, added 
words of appreciation and thanked the host 
DEKOPIN for the excellent arrangements. 

Charles Gould, ICA Director General with Panellists at 8th Co-operative Forum

Cooperatives Delegates at the 8th Cooperative Forum
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The Bali Resolution on the “Role of Cooperatives in Sustainable Development”.

The 8th Asia Pacific Co-operative Forum, representative of the ICA in the Asia and Pacific and the 
co- operative movements therein; having met during the 11th Regional Assembly of the ICA Asia 
and Pacific (ICA-AP) from 16 – 19 September, 2014 at Bali, Indonesia, while

•	Recognizing the relevance of Sustainable Development Goals and the importance of 
positioning co-operatives in the Post-2015 Global Development Agenda,

•	Reaffirming the International Co-operative Identity Statement and its promotion in 
theory and practice at all levels of co-operative education and training systems,

•	Realising the significance of the ICA Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade and its 
themes as indicators in the development of co-operatives in the 21st Century, and in 
achieving sustainable development while articulating the concern of co-operatives for the 
community,

•	Noting the contribution of co-operative enterprises in ethical and value based business 
practices and the role of the global co-operative movement in promotion of Sustainable 
Development Goals.

•	Appreciating the inherent ability of co-operative enterprises in mainstreaming women, 
youth and marginalised sections of the society and, in creating equal opportunity for all 
and,

•	Conscious of inadequate enabling legal, policy and regulatory environment for co-
operatives and the resultant constraints in realisation of the complete potential of people-
based economic enterprises in Asia Pacific region, hereby resolve with the spirit of co-
operation to,

1. Commit to assess and measure the contribution of co-operatives while increasing 
the body of co-operative research and knowledge by efficient data collection and 
management, to enable dissemination of information on co-operatives and sustain 
sovereign support of national governments and other stakeholders,

2. Invest in technology, education and training for members, staff, management 
and board to increase participation, service and competitiveness of co-operative 
enterprises in realizing their inherent sustainable nature,

Bali Resolution (2014) on the Role of Cooperatives in 
Sustainable Development
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3. Initiate activities at national and local level, focusing on achieving inclusive and 
democratic sustainable development through increased member participation with 
greater focus on women, youth and other marginalized persons, while addressing 
their socio, economic, cultural and environmental needs and aspirations,

4. Call upon national governments, inter-governmental agencies and other 
stakeholders to recognize co-operatives as representative of a significant section 
of the population, and to work in co-operation with the national, regional and 
global co-operative movements in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
by pledging support, integrating resources and implementing joint strategies in 
developing co-operatives in sectors vitals for sustainable develoment such as clean 
energy, marine/ ocean resources etc.

5. Urge national co-operative movements to call on their governments to revise 
co-operative laws and policies in conformity with internationally recognized 
definition, meaning and scope of co-operative enterprises, to participate in the 
global co-operative movement as a significant institutional partner and,

6. Work closely with the Alliance (ICA) to identify responses of co-operatives to 
each of the Sustainable Development Goals to be adopted by the international 
community, and create an enabling atmosphere for co-operatives to play a larger 
role in realising the goals so adopted.
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REGIONAL BOARD MEETING
Two Regional Board meetings were held during 
the year; the first in Beijing in February and the 
second in Bali, prior to the Regional Assembly.

Mr. Li Chunsheng warmly welcomed Dame 
Pauline Green, ICA President, Charles 
Gould, ICA Director General and members 
of the ICA-AP Regional Board and thanked  
Mr. Nurudin Halid for the meeting 
arrangements made in Bali. Mr. Nurudin Haild, 
representing DEKOPIN, also welcomed the 
board members and talked about the benefits 
the week long Regional Assembly was to bring 
to co-operatives in the region.

The Agenda for the meeting was approved and minutes of the last Regional Board meeting were confirmed. Mr. Balu 
Iyer, Regional Director presented the activity report, financial report and progress report of the Malaysian Business 
Office (MBO) for the period of Jan-Aug 2014 and the draft ICA-AP activity plan for 2015. He appraised the board 
on membership in the region and said that the region currently has 85 members from 26 countries. He also introduced 
the new website of ICA-AP and gave an overview of its features. 

Dame Pauline Green laid emphasis on the significance of the regional board meeting and applauded the development 
of the new user-friendly website. She informed the board that since the launch of the new global Co-operative Identity 
in November last year, 750 co-ops in 75 countries had successfully registered to use the COOP marque. In addition, 
there are 8,000 .coop domains registered in 89 
countries. The ICA has now launched a toolkit to 
promote Co-operative Identity to help achieve the aim 
of co-operatives becoming one of the best known ethical 
marques in the world by 2020. 

Some of the key items discussed in the meeting 
related to admission of new members in ICA and the 
pending membership application of National Farmers’ 
Association (NFA) in Taiwan; and decentralization of 
MBO and clear delineation of financial responsibility. 
Mr. Yaguchi proposed that the term of office of ICA-
AP President should be for a maximum of two terms 
and that it should be stipulated in the election rules. 
The ICA-AP was requested to study this issue and 

Board Members with ICA President Dame Pauline Green

Board meeting in progress

Committee Meetings and Events- 2014
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come up with a proposal at the next board meeting. The proposal was supported by Dame Pauline Green, who hoped 
for better clarity and transparency in the next elections. 

During the Regional Meeting there was a special presentation by Dr. Sukesh Zamwar, Chairperson of the Youth 
Committee. He said that the Youth Committee had been successful in getting co-operatives mentioned in the Colombo 
Declaration. They were planning to work with university/campus co-operatives and needed support from all the board 
members.

Mr. Balu Iyer, announced the next Asia-Pacific Cooperative Ministers’ Conference is due in 2016. Indonesia had agreed 
to host the conference but given the change in government it was not clear if this was still the case. Mr. Halid requested 
more time for them to confirm with the new Indonesian Minister for Co-operatives; to which the board agreed. The next 
Regional Assembly will be held in India in November 2016. An affectionate invitation was extended by Mr. Vitoon 
Naewpanit, Chairman of Co-operative League of Thailand for all to attend the 2016 celebrations to mark, 100 years of 
co-operatives in Thailand.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON CREDIT & BANKING
The 12th Meeting of ICA-AP committee on Credit & Banking was held on 16 September, 2014. The President Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, welcomed the members and observers. In addition to routine matters, the committee discussed and finalized 
work plan for the next two years (2015-2016). The members made presentations on the topic, “Current scenario of 
Co-operative Banking”.

seminar on crediT & banKinG

The committee meeting was followed by a seminar on, “Capitalization–Challenges for Co-operative Banks.” Mr. Robby 
Tulus, former Regional Director of ICA-AP and Mr. B.D. Sharma former Consultant led the discussions.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICuLTuRE
The 40th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on 
Agriculture was held on 16 September, 2014. There 
were 19 members in attendance from China, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, 
and Palestine.

The committee acknowledged the importance of the 
UN International Year of Family Farming (IYFF). 
The Chairman, Mr. Won Byung Choi from National 
Agricultural Cooperative Federation, Korea saw the 
IYFF as an opportunity to raise the profile of family 
farming and small holder farmers. It was a platform 

Agriculture Committee members and participants
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to highlight the potential of family farmers to eradicate hunger, preserve natural resources and promote sustainable 
development. He urged members to attend the seminar to be organised by International Co-operative Agricultural 
Organization (ICAO) the following day to share and exchange their experiences.

The committee approved the membership of the Nepal Agricultural Co-operative Central Federation Limited. 

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON CO-OPERATIvE RESEARCH
The 2nd meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Co-operative Research was attended by members from India, Japan, 

Malaysia, New Zealand and Sri Lanka. Dr. 
Y. Dongre, talked on the need to increase 
membership of Research Committee and to 
encourage youth researchers to participate 
by offering them scholarships. The existing 
Steering Committee will continue to function 
for the next two years along with Prof. Morris 
Altman from New Zealand. The Steering 
Committee consists of 7 members, five from 
India and one each from Japan and New 
Zealand. The next Co-operative Research 
Conference will be held in Pune, India in 
2015.

co-operaTive research 
conference

The 9th ICA-AP Cooperative Research 
Conference was held on 16 September 
2014. 39 participants from China, India, 
Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Sri Lanka, attended the 
conference. The Conference Chair, Dr. G.N. 
Saxena, praised the research committee for 
its commendable performance over the years 
and for holding the research conference every 
year. Mr. Akira Kurimoto, Vice Chairperson 
of the Committee recounted the history of the 
activities of the research committee beginning 
from 2000 till the last seminar at the University 
of Mysore in India. He also explained the 
various international research events and 
forthcoming research projects.

Participants at the Research Committee meeting

Mr. Balu Iyer giving speech during the meeting
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The keynote address was delivered by Prof. Morris Altman from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, on 
“Cooperative Organizations as an Engine of Equitable Rural Economic Development.” He talked about the critical 
and contemporary challenges of co-operatives in the context of changes in the global economy. This was followed by 
presentation and discussion on the eight papers based on the theme of the seminar, ‘ICA Blueprint for Co-operative 
Decade.” The conference ended with concluding remarks by Mr.Balu Iyer, Regional Director of ICA-AP. He highlighted 
the importance of research and said that ICA-AP office will provide all possible assistance to the Committee.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON YOuTH COOPERATION
The 7th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation (ICYC) was held on 17 September, 2014, on the 
theme, “Financial Literacy for Youth.” The meeting was attended by 17 members (11 men and 6 women) from Bhutan, 
China, India, Malaysia and Indonesia. In addition, observers from Iran and Palestine participated and contributed to 
the deliberations. 

The Chairperson, Dr. Sukesh Zamwar, presided over the meeting, and updated the members about the activities of 
ICYC during the past year. He laid emphasis on the importance of judicious use of money by youth for nation building. 
He said that youth needed to practice the habit of being thrifty as this would save them from being a victim of consumerism 
and ensure a sustainable future for the society.

During the meeting, video presentations and messages sent by Ms. Anna Gabriella Buffa, ICA Global Youth Chair 
and Mr. Mumshad Ali Khan, Member-ICYC were played. Ms. Buffa’s video featured Mr. Ernesto Guevara, 
Manager of Training, Caja Popular, Mexico who brought out the features of credit co-operatives for youth and the 
work undertaken by his organisation. 
Ms. Buffa highlighted the role of the 
Global Youth Network and the slow 
yet steady progress it was making 
towards formalizing the association. 
The Chairperson launched the new 
look of the ICYC website (www.
youth-asiapacific.coop). He also 
welcomed, Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional 
Director as Honorary Member of 
the committee. Mr. Iyer assured his 
support and congratulated members 
on the success achieved during the 
World Conference on Youth 2014. 
The meeting tentatively decided 
to meet in Malaysia in 2015 and 
work closely with the Global youth 
Network.

Ernesto Guevara – Manger of Training, Caja Popular  
Mexicana making a video presentation
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MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON uNIvERSITY AND CAMPuS COOPERATIvES
The 6th University/Campus Co-operative Committee Meeting was held on September 17, 2014. Prof. Zenaida S. 
Diola was nominated as Chairperson of the Meeting. Members and observers from 12 countries took part in the meeting 
where ANGKASA, DEKOPIN and SNCF furthered their nominations to the committee. Members elected a new 
board to serve until 2016 during the meeting.

Prof. Kokichi Shoji participated in his last meeting as committee Chairperson owing to his retirement from NFUCA. 
He proposed the University/Campus Co-operative Committee to nurture ambitious co-operators to help revitalize the 
movement. The Meeting continued with discussions on activities for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 besides deliberating 
on budget and hosts for the next meeting. Members from TCOFU, Thailand expressed their interest to host the next 
meeting. Dr. Sukesh introduced himself as the Chairperson of the Youth Committee and an observer to the meeting. The 
Youth Committee, during their Committee meeting the day before, had discussed that they could work together with the 
University/Campus Co-op Committee. Dr. Sukesh suggested that seminars with various themes, such as on financial 
literacy, could be explored.

The Meeting elected Prof. Furuta (NFUCA) as Chairperson and Prof. Park (KUCF) and Dr. Azlan (ANGKASA) 
as joint Vice Chairpersons. The Committee also took forward talks on the inclusion of students as members of the 
committee.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON WOMEN
The 9th meeting of the ICA Regional Women’s Committee for Asia and Pacific was held on 16 September, 2014. The 
meeting was attended by 22 (20 women and 2 men) members as well as observers from 9 countries. The Chairperson 
at the meeting was Ms. Mashako Shinbo and the special invitee was, Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director of ICA-AP. 
The meeting saw the election of Ms. Masako Shinbo, as Chairperson and Ms. Maria Elena Canda Limocon, as 

Vice Chair. Ms. Savitri Singh, reported 
on the progress of the Resource Guide 
for Advanced Training of Co-operatives 
on Entrepreneurship Development of 
Women and Gender Equality.

One of the major agenda of the meeting 
was to increase the membership of the 
committee. Several members offered 
suggestions and expressed their views. 
The Committee also proposed and 
approved the work plan for 2015. This 
was followed by presentation of country 
reports by members from India, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Japan.

Women Committee meeting in progress
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Mr. Balu Iyer in closing the meeting praised the committee for its commendable efforts to empower women and gender 
mainstream in co-operatives. He expressed his enthusiasm to support the activities of the Women Committee to encourage 
more participation of women. The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled to be held in India, in 2016, in conjunction 
with the ICA Regional Assembly.

ica-ap reGional women forum- 2014

The 8th ICA-AP Regional Women Forum, held on 17 September, focused on the theme, “Gender Mainstreaming 
in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.’ The forum was attended by 40 women and men co-operators from 8 
countries. The members of the Committee presented 5 papers. Ms. Savitri Singh, started the proceedings by welcoming 
the participants and giving a introduction on the ICA-AP Regional Women Forum, its purpose and objectives. The 
Forum was graced by Ms. Masako Shinbo, Chairperson of the ICA-AP Committee on Women and the Special Guest 
for the event was Dame Pauline Green, ICA President. Ms. Maria Elena Limocon, Vice Chair of Women Committee 
delivered the vote of thanks and expressed her gratitude to all guests and participants.

Dame Pauline Green made a presentation on, “Gender mainstreaming in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.” 
She briefly introduced ICA and its work on sustainable development and explained the situation of women’s participation 
in co-operatives. The Keynote speech was given by Mr. Peter Van Rooij, Director, International Labour Organisation, 
Indonesia on the theme, “Gender mainstreaming in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.” Other speakers at 
the Forum were Mr. Robby Tulus, former Regional Director of ICA-AP, Ms. Keiko Okawara, chairperson of the 
National Association of Women of Japan Agriculture Co-operatives group and Ms. Maria Elena Limocon, Vice Chair 
of committee, Philippines. A stimulating group discussion was also held on the topic, “How to overcome cultural and 
legal barriers towards gender equality in Coops”.

Panel discussion in progressSavitri Singh, Pauline Green, Mashako Shinbo, and Peter Van Rooij 
with participants of the Women Forum-2014
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MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON HuMAN RESOuRCE DEvELOPMENT
The 26th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Human Resource Development (HRD) was held on 17 September. 
The meeting was attended by 9 members and 30 observers from India, Iran, Malaysia, Philippines and Sri Lanka and 
presided by Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, Chairman of the Committee. Dr. Dinesh, Chief Executive of NCUI spoke about 
the Global Human Resource Development Networking portal and said that NCUI was in the process of amending/
modifying the portal. The portal will be up and working again from October 2014 onwards. Country reports were 
presented by members from India, Iran and Sri Lanka. 

Dr. Dinesh and Mr. Jose Romeo Ebron, were elected as Chair and Vice Chair respectively for the next four years. The 
next seminar on the theme, “HRD as a Tool for Improving Performance in Co-operatives” will be hosted by NCUI in 
India in 2015.

seminar on human resource developmenT

Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, opened the seminar and spoke on good governance as a process for making and implementing 
decisions in a manner that leads to accomplishing desired objectives. He said, the importance should not be on “correct” 
decisions, but rather the best possible process for making those decisions. According to him, good decision-making 
processes and good governance are characterized by participation, rule of law, transparency, responsiveness, consensus-
oriented, equity and inclusiveness, effectiveness and efficiency and accountability. He pointed out that, in cooperatives, good 
governance can be best accomplished by following principles, values, philosophy and ethos in true spirit by all stakeholders 
of cooperatives including members, board 
members and employees. HRD intervention 
enables stakeholders to prepare themselves 
and enables them to make good decisions and 
implement them. Dr. Prasad’s address was 
followed by presentations by three experts 
who highlighted various aspects of good 
governance with focus on HRD.

The seminar concluded with the understand-
ing that HR policy should be an integral part 
of business policy of every co-operative. The 
need to involve youth while they are studying 
in school was emphasized. The examples 
of Corruption Commission in Malaysia, 
Aflatoun program for children in Philippines, 
and mandatory training of board of directors 
as implemented in Malaysia were highlighted 
as good examples to follow.

Participants at the HRD Committee meeting
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MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON CONSuMER CO-OPERATIvES
The 48th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Consumer Co-operation was held on 17 September. 9 Committee 
members and 19 observers from 8 countries attended the meeting. The meeting commenced with an opening address 
by Mr. Amano Haruyoshi, Chairperson of the committee. Ms. Nishimoto Yuki, Secretary of the committee, presented 
the Activity Report since last meeting 
in Singapore (2013) and Activity 
Plan for 2014-2015. The committee 
members made presentations of their 
recent activities and business results. 

The meeting was followed by 
election of the Office Bearers of the 
Committee. Mr. Amano Haruyoshi 
of JCCU, Japan was re-elected as 
Chairperson for another term of four 
years. Mr. Poh Leong Sim of NTUC 
FairPrice, Singapore and Mr. D.S.K. 
Pathirana of COOPFED, Sri Lanka 
were elected as Vice-Chairpersons 
unanimously. The next committee 
meeting is scheduled to be held in 
2015 in Kuala Lumpur,Malaysia.

seminar on environmenTal proTecTion

In conjunction with the meeting of the Consumer Committee, a seminar on environmental protection was also held. 
The guest speakers were Ms. Desi Kusumadewi, Director, Indonesian Office of Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) and Mr.Jung Won-Gak, Chairperson of iCOOP Co-operative Development Centre. Ms. Kusumadevi gave 
an “Overview of RSPO”, during which she covered the current situation of consumption and production of palm oil 
in the world, environmental and social issues, and certification system of RSPO. Mr. Jung made a presentation on, 
“Business and Activity of iCOOP Korea for Environmental Protection”. The presentation included back ground of 
iCOOP Korea, eco-friendly agricultural food business, and practices of iCOOP Korea such as protecting Korean 
native wheat, paddy, wetland conservation activities, and participation of consumers’ in environmental movement.

Participants and members of the Consumer Committee
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1.  reGional worKshop on “enhancinG role of women in co-operaTive 
business”

A three days workshop on “Enhancing Role of Women in Co-operative Business,” was held from 2-4 December 2014 
in Hanoi, Vietnam. The workshop 
was attended by 25 participants from 
six countries. In attendance were “Mr. 
Nguyen Cuu Vice President and Mr. 
Hoang Nghia Trung Director General 
of Vietnam Cooperative Alliance 
(VCA). The program coordinator, Mrs 
Savitri Singh, delivered the welcome 
address and Mr. Nguyen Dac Thang, 
Vice President of VCA delivered the 
inaugural address. 

Co-operatives in Asia Pacific are 
widely represented in the traditional 
sector of economy, namely agriculture 
and agriculture related business such as 
farming, dairy, handloom and fisheries. 
Statistics from most of the countries reveal that women contribute up to 50% to 70 % of labour in these businesses but, 
participation of women in co-operatives is still low due to socio-economic and cultural constraints. Therefore, women 
farmers, producers and workers are often being deprived of services and other benefits provided by a co-operative. 
ICA-AP is committed to enhancing the capacity of women as well as co-operative institutions to increase women’s 
participation in co-operative business in the region. The workshop is designed to: 

1.  Provide opportunity to women co-operators to meet and build up business network 
2.  Share information and learn about different types of co-operative businesses

The representatives from Co-operative Training Institute of Mongolia; Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative, India; Co-
operative College of Malaysia; National Confederation of Co-operatives and National Coop Federation & Development 
Center, Philippines; All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Cooperatives, China and Micro Finance and 
Community Development Institute, Vietnam gave detailed presentations. They spoke about the situation of women’s 
empowerment, their participation as workers and leaders and their contribution to cooperatives and the national economy. 
The members discussed their activities taking into account the current situation, including issues and challenges; and their 
plans for gender mainstreaming 

A study visit was orgainzed to the Minh Dhuontg Textile Co-operative in the Bac Ninh province.

Participants with Mr. Nguyen Dac Thang, Vice President of VCA

Participation: Stories and Experience Sharing
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ExPERIENCE SHARING
Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) 
interns Tecla Van Bussel (Vietnam) and 
Olivia Tran (Mongolia) reflect on the role 
of gender in co-operatives following the 
International Co-operative Alliance Asia-
Pacific’s Workshop “Enhancing the Role of 
Women in Co-operative Business” held in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, December 2014.

‘ In both Vietnam and Mongolia there is poor 
female representation in politics and high 
level positions of power. In co-operatives, 
most leadership positions are held by men. 
In Vietnam, a lack of qualifying education 
and a cultural expectation of “shyness” can 
hinder women from taking these positions 
even when the opportunity to do so becomes 
available. In Mongolia, confronting gender barriers to leadership is not considered an important issue by both men and 
women because they already perceive their society as being gender equal.

The International Cooperative Alliance - Asia Pacific (ICA-AP) workshop held recently in Hanoi, are essential to 
provide a common meeting ground for women to share best practices on co-operative business, leadership and gender 
mainstreaming. Tools and practices discussed at the ICA-AP workshop, such as sex-disaggregated data (to discover 
patterns in membership and participation), gender advocacy education for men and women, and proper implementation 
of gender quotas (especially for leadership positions), all have their merits and must be implemented in an individual 
co-op context in order to work.

From the workshop, and from our experiences working in Vietnam and Mongolia, we have been able to think more 
critically about development initiatives. Considering the diverse lived experiences of women around the world, asking the 
question “What barriers still exist for women in co-operatives today, and how do we overcome them?” seems daunting 
in its breadth and complexity, and there is no one answer. However, this is a question that must be asked by both men 
and women, by both development practitioners and local co-operators, in order for co-operative development to affect 
equitable social, political, and economic change.”

FuLL POST CAN BE FOuND AT; 

Huffingtonpost
link: http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/canadian-cooperative-association/gender-gap-co-ops_b_6502940.html

A participant sharing her experiences
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2. TraininG on “improvinG capaciTy of rural women” aT idaca Japan.

Reflection from a participant Ms. Kavita Khobragade, Assistant Manager (Marketing) of Indian Farmers Fertilizer Co-
operative Ltd. (IFFCO)

It is an honour to get selected by ICA-AP to attend the training program on “Improving Capacity of Rural Women” 
at Thailand and Japan from 12th November to 10th December 2014. I don’t have words to express my gratitude to 
IDACA for hosting the 2nd part of this training program and acquainting us with Japanese culture, their politeness, food 
habits, punctuality and also disaster management. During our training in IDACA, we learnt about Women’s Association 
and the past and present situation of women in Japan. Earlier women were treated like cattle and labourers; but, now 
times have changed and many have become entrepreneurs. Cooperatives in Japan are strong and a reason for this is the 
involvement of women in cooperative movement. This change occurred with strong support from men in the community. 
Over time, men understood that agriculture cannot be possible without women and they encouraged them to actively 
engage in agriculture and business. 

During our training program we also learnt about the cooperative movement in Japan. They started was back in 1843 
through the spirit of mutual aid. After many ups and downs in cooperatives - before, during and after - World War I & 
II, the Agriculture Cooperatives Act was enacted in 1947, to establish agricultural cooperatives as economic organization 
to guarantee farmers independence. In 1954, the Agriculture Cooperatives act was revised and an apex organization, 
the Central Union of agricultural Cooperatives (JA-Zenchu) formed to coordinate agricultural cooperative movement. 
In 1963, IDACA was established in order to nurture agriculture cooperative movement in developing countries in the 
Asia region. The Agricultural cooperatives consist of a) PACs (JA) – multipurpose agriculture coop; b) Prefectural 
level organizations; c) National Federations and other organizations (doing different business like marketing, insurance, 
finance, welfare etc; d) JA – Zenchu – collaborates with 47 Prefectural Unions of agriculture cooperatives, provides 
management guidance, audits, advocates on farm policy and public relation activities for primary cooperatives and 
federations, and provides training and education; e) Members Organizations – hamlet organizations, commodity wise 
groups, Youth and Women associations. 

We learnt about the formation of Japanese Women’s 
Association (JAWA), which plays important role in 
business and operations of JA. They are involved, 
among other things in farming, food processing, 
running direct sale shops, and conducting welfare 
activities. We also learnt about JA’s activities i.e., 
providing training and education, marketing, storage 
and transport facilities, supplying production material, 
loans, insurance, food processing, welfare services 
etc. We learnt about JAWA’s ‘local production for 
local consumption’ movement, education program for 
children on food and agriculture, welfare activities 
for elderly people, kindergarten, activity for 
supporting disaster stricken area, 6th industry etc. 

Ms. Khobragadde receiving ‘Certificate of Participation’ from the  
Executive Director of IDACA, Japan
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During our four days visit to Hiroshima prefecture, we visited Peace Memorial Park and Museum and paid our tribute 
to the victims of the atomic bomb. It was very depressing to see the remains of victims in the museum, but at the same 
time it teaches us how to come together, unite, cooperate, gather courage to overcome any disaster, be it atomic bomb, 
earthquake or tsunami. Here we visited direct sale shops, winery, tofu making club and learnt about the working pattern. 
We went to Kimita Nishiirigimi Mame Mame club and learnt tofu production. We learnt how this club was formed 
with 8 members; but now only 2 members are remaining, due to ageing. We also learnt about the most difficult but 
important aspect of life, how to say no politely, .i.e. assertiveness. During one day visit to Gunma prefecture we learned 
about women entrepreneurship activities and were very impressed that a 70 year old woman was running a business and 
propagating agriculture in younger generation.

During the entire training program we gained lot of knowledge, which will definitely help me in performing my duties in 
my organization.

3. TraininG proGram for manaGers of consumer cooperaTives

ExPERIENCE SHARING
The ICA/JCCU Training Program for Managers of Consumer Coops in Japan -2014. An experience sharing by  
Ms. Ligaya Adame Barbadillo, Store Manager of Co-op Mart, ADTEMPCO, Philippines. 

Miyagi Coop ADTEMPCO-Coop Mart

I am very thankful to ICA/JCCU for inviting me to join the training course for managers that was held in Japan in 2014. 
I made new friends from different countries with different culture and religion; but even if we had these differences we also 
had similarities that are for the betterment of cooperatives in the pursuit of global competitiveness. I learnt a lot from the 
training course and following are some the lessons I have already adopted at our Co-op Mart. 

Promote Member’s Product: we provided display shelves exclusively for our members product. Just like Miyagi Coop and 
other Japanese Coops, we always think of ways in which we can help uplift quality of life of our members. 



20 / ANNUAL REPORT 2014

Social media: since we are now living in a modern society, our Cooperative decided to adopt the strategy of Miyagi 
Coop to increase both sales and membership through social media and social networking (Facebook account). You can 
visit our FB account: ADTEMPCO Coop Mart Lagangilang Branch.

Miyagi Coop ADTEMPCO-Coop Mart

Ms. Ligaya with fellow trainees at the Miyagi Coop

Customer service: as a customer service provider, we must serve our members/customers from the bottom of our 
HEART. We adopted another strategy of Miyagi Coop – Welcome greetings! Simple act of gratitude will surely 
satisfy ourmembers/customers.
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Community service: just like Co-op Net in Japan, our cooperative is also helping less fortunate children in our 
commuity. We give FREE education (scholarship) to qualified students and FREE school supplies and feeding program 
for young children.

Let me take this opportunity to again thank ICA/JCCU management and staff for giving me a chance to be a part of 
the training course. The chance to catch sight of your beautiful country and see the disciplined people, which I strongly 
admire. The learnings, experiences and memories that I gained in the training course will always be remembered and 
cherished in my whole life.

Again, Arigato gozaimasu for your kindness and generosity!

ADTEMPCOJapanese Coops

ADTEMPCO
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CHARLES GOuLD REACHES OuT TO MEMBERS IN INDIA  
“Shri Mehta, as his biography claims, was the doyen of the Indian Co-operative Movement, 
but we need not limit his fame to this country. He stands with Raiffeisen in Germany and 
Desjardins in Canada and Toyohiko Kagawa in Japan and others around the world in having an 
impact that was intended for their own country and yet which has inspired and influenced others 
far beyond the ground they personally trod. And so I applaud NCUI for its efforts to keep his 
story alive and well-known through these lectures,” said Mr. Charles Gould , Director General, 
ICA while delivering the 17th Vaikunthbhai Mehta Memorial Lecture on 16th June 2014 at 
National Co-operative Union of India (NCUI) auditorium in New Delhi. The Vaikunthbhai 
Mehta Memorial Lecture Series established by the NCUI is in of honor visionary leader and 
veteran co-operator, Shri Vaikunthbhai Mehta (26 October 1891 - 27 October 1964).  

Shri Vaikunthbhai Mehta served the Bombay State Cooperative Bank (now Maharashtra State 
Cooperative Bank) as Chief Executive for an uninterrupted period of about 35 years. He was 
Minister of Finance and Cooperation of the then Bombay State and was first Chairman of 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission. The contribution of Vaikunthbhai Mehta to the 
cause of Cooperative Education and Training was pioneering and foundational. As a tribute 
to and in memory of the great co-operative leader and philosopher, the National Co-operative 
Institute has been named the Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Co-operative Management 
(VAMNICOM) in Pune, Maharashtra, India.

Charles Gould delivering lecture on Vaikunth Mehta

Charles Gould 
further said , “This 
year marks the 
50th anniversary 
of the passing of 
vaikunthbhai Mehta, 
whose memorial 
lecture I am privileged 
to be able to deliver 
today. The honour is 
not only in associating 
my words with the 
life of Shri Mehta, but 
also with the words 
of the 16 individuals 
who have delivered 
the memorial lecture 
in years past — 
individuals like the 
legendary Dr. v Kurien 
and the International 
Co-operative Alliance’s 
own Ivano Barberini, 
our immediate past 
President, may he rest 
in peace.” The full 
speech can be read 
at http://ica-ap.coop/
icanarticles/global-
perspective-and-road-
ahead 
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Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President of NCUI inaugurated the event and introduced Sri Vaikunth Mehta and talked 
about how his contribution to the cooperative movement of India had helped in sustainable development of communities. 

The Memorial Lecture was attended by 
about 400 co-operators including officials, 
leaders, and ICA-AP and NCUI staff. 

The Director General, during his three days 
visit to New Delhi, took the opportunity to 
meet leaders of IFFCO, NCUI and several 
other co-operatives. Mr. Gould had a special 
meeting with Dr.Yadav, wherein he discussed 
several issues concerning NCUI and their 
expectation from ICA. The purpose of this 
meeting was to gain Member Insight into the 
ICA Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade, 
value of ICA membership and member 
expectations. 

Mr. Gould also visited a Model Dairy Plant 
of the National Dairy Research Institute 

and the Panipat Uraban Co-operative Bank in Haryana. He was very much impressed with the performance of both 
institutions and their contribution to employment generation and the sustainable development of their community.

Sri Vaikunthbhai Mehta 

Director General with the officials of Panipat Arban Co-operative Bank

Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, NCUI President speaking at the Vaikunth Mehta Memorial Lecture.
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Sustainability

FAMILY FARMING IN BHuTAN
A summary report on the presentation made by Mr. Sangay (Farmer) Rinchen, CEO & Founder Happy Green Co-
operative, Thimpu, Bhutan and Member of the ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation,at the Meeting of the 
International Co-operative Agricultural Organization (ICAO) in Bali during the 11th Regional Assembly of the ICA 
Asia and Pacific organized in co-operation with DEKOPIN at Bali, Indonesia from 17-20 September 2014.

ICA Asia and Pacific in its continued efforts to promote the co-operative movement and agriculture in Bhutan, facilitated 
the representation of Mr. Sangay (Farmer) Rinchen, as the guest speaker. 

Bhutan’s national vision is to attain a society based on happiness, which is prescribed in its constitution. 

Bhutan has an area of 38,000 sq km with a population of about 800,000 (in 2014). The arable land is around 
11% and land under cultivation is only 3%; the forest cover is approximately 85%. Bhutan’s economy, like many 
other south Asian countries is based on an agrarian economy and agriculture directly supports 65% of its population. 
Agriculture traditionally employs all members of the ‘farmers’ family 
and the farming arrangement usually integrates livestock development, 
agriculture and forestry. 

Farming in Bhutan is based on self-sufficiency and what goes to the 
market is only the surplus produce to the market, mirroring the co-
operative philosophy. Such farms operate on traditional co-operative 
systems of operations and functioning. The farms are in tandem with 
the philosophy of Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness and are treated 
with natural and non-chemical fertilizing systems. Bhutan’s lawmakers 
envisage a 100% organic production and consumption by 2020. Farmer Sangay at the Happy Green  

Cooperative Grocery Store 
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Happy Green Chips (produced by HGC)

At the moment there are 37 co-operatives in Bhutan, chiefly operating in the agriculture sector. The co-operative 
movement in Bhutan is aiming at increasing memberships in co-operative farming, ethical procurement of raw materials, 
enhancing technology and increasing production of small-scale farm businesses. 

Happy Green Co-operative was set up in the year 2007 as the first autonomous co-operative in Bhutan. It began by 
integrating a few families around the Thimpu area and has grown since to involve members from various sections of the 
society with an interest in farming. It has now has diversified into consumer goods such as potato wafers. 
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STATEMENT ON THE CO-OPERATIvE IDENTITY
The Statement on the Co-operative Identity was adopted at the 1995 General Assembly of the 
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), held in Manchester on the occasion of the Alliance’s 
Centenary. The Statement was the product of a lengthy process of consultation involving thousands 
of co-operatives around the world. 

Definition: A Co-operative is 
an autonomous association of 
persons united voluntarily to meet 
their common economic, social 
and cultural needs and aspirations 
through a jointly owned and 
democratically controlled enterprise.

Values: Co-operatives are based 
on the values or self-help, self-
responsibility, democracy, equality, 
equity and solidarity. In tradition 
of their founders, co-operative 
members believe in the ethical 
values of honesty, openness, social 
responsibility and caring for others. 

Principles: The co-operative 
principles are guidelines by which co-operatives put their values into practice.

•	Voluntary and Open Membership: Co-operatives are voluntary organizations, 
open to all persons able to use their services and willing to accepts the responsibilities of 
membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.

•	Democratic Member Control: Co-operatives are democratic organizations controlled 
by their members, who actively participate in setting their policies and making decisions. 
Men and women serving as elected representatives are accountable to the membership. 
In primary co-operatives, members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote), and 
co-operatives at other levels are also organized in a democratic manner. 

•	Member Economic Participation: Members contribute equitably to an democratically 
control the capital of their co-operative. At least part of that capital is usually the common 
property of the co-operative. Members usually receive limited compensation, if any, 
on capital subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses for 

Identity

Coop Identity

COOP Marque 

There are 1,200 
registered users 
of the global Co-
operative Marque in 
96 countries. 

The leading 
countries from the 
Asia Pacific are 
Republic of Korea 
(89), Philippines 
(28), India (25), 
Australia (12), and 
Sri Lanka (9)
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any of the following purposes: a) Developing their co-operative, possibly by setting 
up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible. b) Benefiting members in 
proportion to their transactions with the co-operative. c) Supporting other activities 
approved by the membership. 

•	Autonomy and Independence: Co-operatives are autonomous, self help 
organizations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with other 
organizations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they do 
so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and maintain the co-
operative identity. 

•	Education, Training and Information: Co-operatives provide education and 
training for their members, elected representatives, managers and employees so that 
they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-operatives. They inform 
the general public- particularly young people and opinion leaders- about the nature 
and benefits of co-operation. 

•	Co-operation Among Co-operatives: Co-operatives serve their members most 
effectively and strengthen the co-operative movement by working together through 
local, national, regional and international structures. 

•	Concern for Community: Co-operatives work for the sustainable development of 
their communities through policies approved by their members.

bhuTan: firsT co-operaTive shop opens in bhuTan

The Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan saw agriculture development scale to a new level when the 
Royal government formally created an enabling 
environment in 2001, with the enactment of the 
Cooperatives Act of Bhutan (CAB), for farmers’ 
groups and cooperatives. In 2009, following an 
amendment to the CAB, the responsibility to 
implement the Act was taken up by the newly 
created, Department of Agricultural Marketing 
and Cooperatives under, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forests (MOAF). Agriculture 
plays a major role in the Bhutan’s goal of 
achieving self-sufficiency and there is need to 
promote the expansion of farmers groups and 
cooperatives and infusion of technical expertise 
and finance. 

DOMAIN

Adding .coop to the 
end of your web or 
email address is the 
most cost effective 
way to let people know 
you’re a co-operative. 
The .coop domain is 
an exclusive name 
reserved purely for 
cooperatives, so you’ll 
be in good company. 
And because it’s 
exclusive to co-ops you 
have a fantastic choice 
of names with far less 
limitation than with 
.com or other domains.

Cooperative Shop Bhutan
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There are currently 170 farmers groups, 34 registered cooperatives and one co-operative federation under the department 
of agriculture marketing and cooperative (DAMC). The department has linked these groups and cooperatives with 
schools, hydropower projects and other offices to help them market their products. On May 12, 2014, the first Bhutan 
Cooperative Shop (B-COOP Shop), opened in Thimphu, the capital city of Bhutan. The B-COOP shop will help the 
farmers groups and cooperatives to display and sell their products directly to the consumer and by pass the middlemen. 

use of The marque and loGo in The asia pacific counTries

B-Coop Shop Bhutan

 Juan Rewards Co-operative, Multipurpose co-operative, www.juanrewards.coop
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ABOuT .COOP

.coop is an email and web address top-level domain (TLD), which forms the end of a web 
address just like other TLDs such as .com and .org. unlike these extensions, which can be used 
by any organization or person, .coop is exclusively available to bona fide cooperatives.

The .coop domain is used by thousands of cooperatives all over the world, making it the global 
identity for the world cooperative movement. It helps co-operative organizations enhance 
and market their businesses, better connect with their members and network with other 
cooperatives across the world.

how iT all sTarTed

The .coop story started on 16th November 2000, when the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN), supported by the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), 
approved the creation of the .coop TLD.

Central Tea Cooperation Federation http://www.ctcf.org.np
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1. world conference on youTh, may 2014, sri lanKa

The ICA-AP Committee on Youth Co-operation (ICYC) participated in the World Conference on Youth- 2014 
(WCY2014) held in Sri Lanka from 5-10 May 2014. The conference was held at the National Youth Services Council, 
Ministry of Youth and Skills Development, Maharagama, Colombo.

More than half the worlds population (3.5 billion people) is under 25 years of age and a large percentage of them are in 
Asia. The WCY 2014, being held in Asia for the first time, was a recognition of the number and importance of youth 
in Asia. 

The ICYC made space at the conference for its members to highlight the value based alternative model and principles 
that co-operative enterprises run on. The ICYC delegates from China, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka who 
participated in the conference organized events such as ‘the 
Coop Difference – A Talk on the co-operative business 
model’ and exhibition booth at the Conference Exposition 
center to showcase products of co-operatives from the 
ICYC member countries. The Chairperson of ICYC, Dr. 
Sukesh Zamwar, participated at the Roundtable plenary 
pertaining to Full Employment and Entrepreneurship to 
highlight the difference a democratically controlled and 
member owned economic enterprise such as co-operatives 
could make in shaping the world. 

In the current Millennium Development Goals frame-
work, young people are seen as beneficiaries rather than 
partners. Youth also account for a large percentage of 
the most vulnerable and affected population around the 

Young Cooperators with Mr. Purvsottam Poudel, Minister of Youth, 

Nepal at the Coop Booth

The President of Sri Lanka with Youth Delegates from various countries

Legal
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world. There is no international convention on the Rights of Youth or any other high-level body dealing specifically 
on youth issues. To address these concerns and to mark a change in the way youth related issues are dealt with, the 
conference adopted the Colombo Declaration to involve young people in the policy making framework. The Declaration 
also recognized the role and importance of co-operatives and called upon governments to create an enabling environment 
to foster such models of business. The excerpt mentioning co-operatives in the declaration is placed below and the full 
text can be accessed by clicking on the official logo of the WCY 2014.

COLOMBO DECLARATION RECOGNIzES CO-OPERATIvES FOR YOuTH 
DEvELOPMENT
full employmenT and enTrepreneurship

27. Create an enabling business environment and multi-stakeholder partnerships, 
including between developing and developed countries, that are environmentally 
sustainable to boost entrepreneurship, including startups and apprenticeship for youth 
and alternative models of enterprise such as co-operatives and intra-regional business 
incubators with focus on young women and young persons living with disabilities. 

2. naTional conference: buildinG up The co-operaTive 
sysTem in laos

The National Conference on “Building up the Co-operative System in Laos” was held from 11th to 13th November 
2014 in Vientiane in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF). The Chief Guest, Mr. 
Phoumy Phoumanivong, Director General of Department of Agriculture Extension and Co-operative (DAEC), in his 
opening address appreciated the efforts of ICA-AP to help Laos build its co-operative system. Dr. Somnuck Thirasack, 
DDG of DAEC, MAF, Lao and Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP welcomed the participants on behalf of 
their respective organisations.

Participants with Mr. Phoumy Phoumanivong, Director General of DAEC

World Conference on Youth
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Over 50 national and international participants 
attended the conference. There were representatives 
from all stake holders in the country, including officials 
from Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
National Parliament, Prime Ministers’ Office and 
Ministry of Industry. Farmers and co-operative members 
from various provinces were also present. The invited 
speakers were from Co-operative League of Thailand 
(CLT), International Labour Organisation (ILO), 
Deutscher Genossenschafts and Raiffeisenverband 
(DGRV) Laos, Institute for Development of Agricul-
tural Co-operation in Asia (IDACA) Japan and Co-
operative Academic Institute (CAI), Kasetsart Univer-
sity Thailand.

The obJecTive of The conference were:

•	To contribute in the progress of establishing co-operative system through enabling law and policy frame work 
in Laos.

•	To provide technical input for framing of Co-operative Law and Policy
Over two days, there were intensive presentation and discussions on the conference issues. Mr. Kham Ouane 
Khamphoukeo, Head of Production Group Promotion, Co-operative and Agribusiness Division, MAF presented the 
status paper on the Co-operative Degree and gave an insight into the progress and gaps thereof. Mr. Holger Grages 
shared DGRV’s experience on its contribution to the development of a legal framework for cooperatives in Laos; support 
to set up farmers’ cooperatives; and strengthen member based organisations such as village banks and savings and credit 
unions. Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit, President of CLT 
and ICA-AP Board Member offered to support 
MAF in developing co-operative legal framework 
as well their business. Mrs. Savitri Singh, 
Adviser-Gender Program and Communication, 
ICA-AP shared information on inclusive law 
and policy enabling participation of women in 
co-operatives. She suggested that woman of the 
household/member’s spouse and farm labourers 
should be inducted as members/associate 
members to derive benefit from the services of co-
operatives. Mr. Maurizio Bussi, Director from the 
ILO Regional Office of Asia-Pacific talked about 
gender equality in co-operatives and ILO’s 95  Mr. Maurizio Bussi speaking at the Conference

Mrs. Savitri Singh giving a technical presentation
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years of collaboration with ICA and the co-operative movement. IDACA has worked closely with MAF and the farming 
community in Laos to enhance farmers’ income through the co-operative model of business. Mr. Terunuma Hiroshi 
from IDACA presented the rich experience from Japan. The conference adopted a comprehensive approach to look 
beyond structure and towards the next steps in the development of co-operative business. Prof. Juthatip Patrawart from 
CAI, Kasetsart University presented the Farmer Shop model to show the direct link that could be developed between 
producers and consumers. 

Dr. Thirasack, presented the following observations based on the discussions and papers presented:

•	Lao PDR is ASEAN member, but is not ICA-AP member

•	Lao PDR doesn’t have cooperative law

•	To be a cooperative member, one must abide by the seven fundamental principles. However, in many 
instances farmers join because of the incentives offered; this needs to be changed

•	When a parent becomes a co-operative member, automatically the others in the family considered to be 
associate member

•	Gender balance in co-operative must be considered

•	 Integrate co-operative in school curriculum (as is the case in some coutries)

•	Objectives should focus not only on economic, but also on social and environment issues

•	Strong support from policy maker facilitates smooth co-operative movement.

The nexT sTeps suGGesTed were: 

•	Apply to be member or associate member of ICA in the near future

•	 ICA-AP, ILO, CLT, CPD, CAD, IDACA, KU, DGRV are willing to help the cooperative movement 
in the Lao PDR. Lao PDR Government should collaborate more with these agencies

The conference participants with a Farmer’s Group in Porakon region  Visit to an organic fertilizer plant
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•	Dissemination of the decree 136/ PM and the two MAF decisions is a top priority in 51 Districts, 109 
villages and step by step in other remaining Provinces and Districts;

•	Priortize drafting of coperative law roadmap with NPAs, NGOs and donors 

•	 Insist high authority to organize co-operative board committee as quickly as possible

•	 ILO is willing to provide necessary instruments for Lao partners to develop cooperatives

ExPERIENCE SHARING
Mr. Hiroshi Terunuma, consultant, IDACA sharing his experience from the ICA-AP-MAFF. “National Conference: 
Building up the Co-operative System in Laos.” At the conference that was held for two days in a panel discussion 
format, introduction to the background of and experiences in the development of agricultural cooperatives in Japan, and 
presented some proposals on what kind of activities would be required in the future based on the current situation in Laos. 
The main speakers were Regional Director Balu Iyer and Ms. Savitri Singh from ICA-AP; Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit, 
Chairman of the Co-operative League of Thailand, Mr. Holger Grages, Country Director of the German Co-operative 
and Raiffeisen Confederation; ILO representative from Thailand and Ms. Juthatip Patrawart, Director of Co-operative 
Academic Institute, Kasetsart University of Thailand. About 50 people from Laos participated in the conference, 
including government officials of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of Industry and Commerce, and the 
Ministry of the Interior, as well as representatives of agricultural cooperatives and producers’ groups.

Currently in Laos, there are about 2,400 unregistered producers’ groups, and if the arrangements by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Forestry are implemented, they are to be registered on a timely basis. There are currently no agricultural 
co-operative laws in Laos, but the Prime Minister’s Decree concerning the establishment of cooperatives was promulgated 
in February 2012. This Decree stipulates the framework of various cooperatives, but because there are no detailed 
provisions covering the details of the nature of the agricultural cooperatives, such as the qualifications of the members, 
the business activities to be handled, and investment conditions as agricultural cooperatives, the enforcement of the 
Agriculture and Forestry Minister’s “Arrangements 
for the Establishment of Agricultural Cooperatives 
and Producer Groups” is being awaited, and it can be 
said that the establishment of full-fledged agricultural 
cooperatives has yet to start. 

It was good to see that several former participants 
of ICA/ IDACA Training Courses were involved in 
this conference, including speakers and conference 
management staff from Thailand, and government 
administrators from the Department of Agricultural 
Extension and Cooperatives, as well as the Planning 
and International Affairs Departments, under the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Laos. 

Mr. Terunuma (left) at the Conference along with Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit, 
former Chairman of the Cooperative League of Thailand (center) 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014 / 35 

In Laos in the future, it will be necessary to formulate a medium - and long-term plan 
(roadmap) for fostering agricultural cooperatives. To that end, coordination among government 
ministries and agencies, as well as effective utilization of and coordination with aid agencies and 
opportunities are required. Therefore, efficient fostering of agricultural cooperatives is necessary 
through cooperation with ICA-AP, the ASEAN Secretariat, aid agencies, and so forth, as 
well as cooperation with the Cooperative League of Thailand (CLT) and the Cooperative 
Promotion Department (CPD). Amid this process, the former participants of ICA/IDACA 
training programs are playing a central role. One of good examples of cooperation between Lao 
PDR and Thailand cooperative movement is ICA-Japan Training course for fostering of core 
leaders of agricultural cooperative which were conducted over 2 times in the last fiscal year. 
The course provide opportunity for Lao PDR, Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal and 
Bhutan to study development process of agricultural cooperatives and technical matters such as 
accounting and business planning in Thailand for 3 weeks and 3 weeks in Japan. This course 
was extremely relevant and useful for Lao PRD to study about cooperative development as their 
languages are similar and it makes easy to understand each other. 

memorandum of undersTandinG beTween ica and aardo

Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director of ICA-AP and Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin, Secretary 
General of Afro Asian Rural Development Organisation (AARDO) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on 2 July, 2014. The objectives of MOU are to: 

a) Ensure that there is continuous 
and sustainable process of sharing 
of lessons and experiences, articul-
arly in establishing, strengthening, 
harmonising and articulating the 
role of the respective institutions 
for promotion of technical coop-
eration in all the fields of economic 
activity based on the priority areas 
as mutually defined

b) Facilitate collaboration in capacity 
building, training and skills deve-
lopment and building economic 
linkage in the areas of sustainable 
economic development, promoti-
on of agriculture and rural deve-
lopment and allied activities.

Balu Iyer and Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin,  
Secretary General of AARDO

The salient features of 
the MOu are: 

i. Maintenance of close 
contact with each 
other and periodically 
exchange information 
on the co-operative 
sector

ii. Recommendation 
and introduction 
of co-operation 
opportunities and 
partners in concerned 
areas

iii. Establishment of 
linkages between 
AARDO member 
states and the offices 
affiliated with ICA-
AP

iv. Collaboration in 
the organisation 
of AARDO member 
states agricultural 
missions for carrying 
out studies on co-
operatives in AARDO 
member states 
including India

v. Consultations 
and exchange of 
information and 
expertise.
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TRAINING ON FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF COOPERATIvES FOR WOMEN COOPERATORS
Women empowerment and gender mainst-
reaming in cooperatives are priority areas 
of ICA given the low to negligible levels 
of participation of women at all levels of 
cooperatives; especially at the leadership 
level. To address this, ICA-AP implements 
a number of capacity building programmes 
for member co-operatives to promote gender 
mainstreaming, enhance the number and 
quality of women participation. Each year, 
ICA-AP conducts a skill development 
programme, ‘Building Management Capacity 
of Women for Co-operative Development’ in 
one of the member countries. This program 
is designed to address the need for economic 
empowerment of women and start a process 
of empowerment through entrepreneurship 
and management capacity building.

20 women co-operators from various co-operatives across Bangladesh attended a five days residential training in Dhaka. 
The training was organized by ICA-AP in collaboration with the Department of Co-operatives (DOC), Bangladesh 
from on 07 to 11 July 2014 at the Bangladesh Institute for Administrative Management (BIAM) Dhaka. Mr. Mofizul 
Islam, Registrar of DOC delivered the welcome address and Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP and, Mr. 
M.A. Qudersarker, Secretary, Rural Development and Co-operative Division the inaugural speech. The Chief Guest 

for the event were, Mr. Mohammad Mashiur 
Rahman Ranga, Honorable State Minister, 
Ministry of Local Government Rural 
Development & Co-operatives, Bangladesh.

This training devoted a substantial time 
on capacity building of the participants in 
financial management besides focusing on 
technical skills such as entrepreneurship and 
leadership. The discussion on various aspects 
of co-operative enterprise management and 
financial management was facilitated by 
resource persons from ICA-AP and the 
Confederation of Credit Union of League of 

Chief Guest, Mr. Mohammad Mashiur Rahman Ranga, Honorable State Minister, 
Ministry of Local Government Rural Development & Co-operatives, Bangladesh 

delivering opening speech

Participant giving speech

Capital
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Bangladesh. The discussions were followed by education and training on various skills crucial for quality participation 
of women and men in co-operative business and management. Besides, social and developmental issues like awareness 
on climate change and economic recession impacting co-operatives and members were also addressed during the course.  

YOuTH FINANCIAL LITERACY
The ICA-AP Committee on Youth Co-operation (ICYC) initiated pilot activities in line with its theme for the year, 
Financial Literacy for Youth Co-operation. The first pilot to establish youth and youth-led co-operatives was held 
in Nepal in December and others are planned in Bhutan and India in 2015. Over 300 persons including school 
and university students, parents and teachers attended the three one-day seminars in Nepal. The initiative was led 
by Ms. Indira Panta, member-ICYC along with 
VYCCU, Nepal; the Royal Pokhra Credit  
Co-operative Society; and Videsh Sanchar Media 
Cooperative. The workshop in Kathmandu was 
attended, among others, by the Dr. Ram Sharan, 
Mahat, Minister of Finance, Mr. Purshottam 
Poudel, Minister of Youth Affairs, Dr. Yuvraj 
Khatiwada, Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, Dr. 
Keshav Prasad Badal, Chairperson of the National 
Co-operative Federation of Nepal, Secretaries and 
Registrar of Co-operatives. ICA was represented by 
Regional Board member and Chairperson of ICYC, 
Dr. Sukesh Zamwar. Creation of employment is a 
prime focus of the Nepalese Government and within 
this youth have a central part to play. Improving 

Students and members of National Cooperative Federation  
of Nepal at the workshop

Chairpersons and CEOs of Savings and Credits Cooperative in Pokhra, Nepal at the workshop
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their knowledge on management of personal finance is important for youth in Nepal. However, for this to happen, the 
law governing savings among youth needs amendment in lines with Singapore and Philippines law. National co-operative 
Federations, especially the credit and banking federation and banks must partner to support the financial institutions 
created by youth by providing banking services. The ICYC will help create appropriate project tools and logo, facilitate 
partnership with government, national federations and co-operatives in specific areas and seek sources of funding for 
training and training of trainers.

ExPERIENCE SHARING
Ms. Indra Panta, Member ICYC, Nepal. It is an 
honor to share my experience with the ICA Asia 
and Pacific during 2014 with fellow cooperators 
from various countries across the region and 
beyond. My direct association with ICA-AP began 
in 2013 when I was nominated to the ICA-AP 
Committee on Youth Cooperation or ICYC by the 
Nepal Agriculture Co-operative Central Federation 
Ltd. Since late 2014, I have been the point person 
for the proposed project of the ICYC on Financial 
Literacy for Youth Cooperation that aims to create 
a larger awareness of the cooperative model among 
youth in Nepal along with India and Bhutan. The 

project aims to engage more youth in co-operatives, primarily through formation of multipurpose co-operatives that include 
financial services. The committee under the guidance of its chairperson, Dr. Sukesh Zamwar and the Regional Director 
of ICA-AP, Shri Balu Iyer, organized the first series of pilot workshops in Nepal. These workshops received resounding 
success with overwhelming participation from students, parents, the teaching committee and the representatives of the 
Nepalese Government.  

One of the key areas targeted is the legislative 
gap that exists in Nepal where youth under the 
age of 18 years are not allowed to engage in 
financial transactions, either directly or otherwise. 
This gap was filled in the Philippines by way 
of Laboratory co-operatives and in Singapore 
through campus co-operatives. The hope is that 
the project envisioned by the members of the 
ICYC while keeping the Colombo Declaration 
on Youth 2014 in mind, makes breakthroughs in 
the lives of Nepalese youth, with the help of the 
co-operative model. 

Students reacting to the workshop in Kathmandu,Nepal.

Mrs. Indira Pantra member- ICA-AP (ICYC) giving speech at the workshop
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Half the total population in Nepal and most of her youth still don’t have access to financial 
Institutions and depend on money lenders to fulfill their short term and long-term financial 
requirement for which pay heavy interest rates. Even if they save some money, there is no 
institution to keep it safe. 

There are about 40,000 primary schools and high schools in Nepal, about 11,000 universities 
and 12 State run & planned universities. About 93 lakhs youth attend these educational 
institutions. It is indeed a loss that these groups of individuals have yet not come under the 
umbrella of co-operatives. As per the government data every year around 4 to 5 lakhs youth enter 
labor market and a sizeable portion of them leave the country on a daily basis in search of work. 
In my opinion and through the experience gained by the ICYC workshops, this challenge can 
certainly be addressed with the alternative that co-operatives and co-operative entrepreneurship 
provide. The nation’s financial development can be made productive and ethical by the citizens 
of tomorrow in their schools. Educational institutions are envisaged to be developed as resource 
centers for co-operative skills’ development, training and awareness.

as a plan for The fuTure of The proJecT, we hope To do 
The followinG:  

1. Establish co-operatives thro-
ugh membership of students, 
staff, teachers and parents 
associated with formal educa-
tional institutions. 

2. Facilitate the association of such 
co-operatives with reliable credit 
co-operatives.

3. Contribution to national 
output through use of local 
labor, capital and skills 
and Train youth for regular 
savings and loans utilization 
among members.

4. Facilitate the operation of 
education related activities/businesses (stationary, books, cafeteria etc.) and make these 
centers for public awareness on co-operatives.

Pilot activities were held in Kathmandu, Nawal Parasi and Pokhra and caught the stakeholders’ 
attention and interest. I believe that through proper planning, resources and concerted efforts 
among the partners in India and Bhutan, the proposed project can create a lasting impact.  

I thank the Nepalese Co-operative movement and our friends at the ICA for giving me the 
opportunity to share my experience and feelings towards this new step to engage youth who are 
the citizens of tomorrow and the future of the global co-operative movement.

Activities specifically 
engaging youth, co-
operatives and personal 
finance had never been 
organized before in 
Nepal. I found everyone 
participating, find a 
direct connect with 
our ideas and the co-
operative philosophy 
in general. Members 
of the co-operative 
movement present 
during the workshops 
also were overwhelmed 
with the response they 
received from various 
quarters of the society. 
All major stakeholders 
in this vision, including 
Ministers of Youth, 
Finance and the 
Governor of the 
Nepal Rastra Bank 
were happy to join 
the workshop as this 
project gave them 
an idea to undertake 
the concepts of 
financial inclusion and 
entrepreneurship for 
youth. 

Chairperson, Member and Secretary  of ICYC along with Minister 
of Finance, Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, Chairperson NCF and 
Chairperson of Nepal Centre Health Cooperative among others at the 

workshop in Kathmandu.
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2014 was the first full year the Malaysia 
Business Office (MBO) has been operatio-
nal. The MBO was registered as a society 
and four seconded staff from All China 
Federation of Supply and Marketing Coop-
eratives (ACFSMC); Malaysian National 
Cooperative Movement (ANGKASA); 
Japanese Consumers Cooperative Union 
(JCCU); and National Agricultural Coop-
erative Federation of Korea (NACF) were 
in place. The MBO has been set up to 
increase business interaction between co-
operatives in the region through workshops, 
promotion of trade, technical exchanges, 
and transfer of technical and managerial 
know-how.
A regional workshop on Cooperative-to-
Co-operative Trade (C2C) Opportunities, Challenges and the Way Ahead was organized in Kuala Lumpur from 
19-22 August with the support of ACFSMC and ANGKASA. The Malaysian Minister of Domestic Trade,  
Co-operatives and Consumerism, Dato Sri Hasan Bin Malek spoke of the importance of trade in Malaysia’s context 
and the role cooperatives could play as the third pillar of development. Over 40 cooperators from the Asia Pacific region 
representing 13 countries made presentations and discussed the opportunities and challenges to C2C trade. Some of the 
challenges mentioned were limited access to trade information of potential partners; inadequate business resources such as 
managers with expertise, efficient teams and finances; and the small scale and scope of cooperative business. Mr. Vitoom 
Naewpanit, Chairman of Cooperative League of Thailand said the cooperative movement needed to play a more active 
role in the ASEAN community and take advantage of the regional integration. Following the workshop, there were two 
Trade Missions to China organized by ACFSMC in October and December. These missions offered participants from 
China, India, Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand, Turkey, Philippines, and Sri Lanka the opportunity to have 
face-to-face interaction with business managers and decision-makers of cooperatives. Expos were organized in Malaysia 
by ANGKASA and to show case co-operative products from Malaysia and countries in the Asia Pacific region. 

The 1st Asia-Pacific Conference of Credit and Banking Cooperatives was held in Selangor, Malaysia, from 2-4 
December with the support of NACF and ANGKASA. 76 participants (26 foreign and 50 Malaysians) from seven 
countries attended the Conference and deliberated on the theme, “Opportunities through Islamic Finance”. Inaugurating 
the event, Mr. Seri Ahmad Bashah Md. Hanipah, Deputy Minister of Domestic Trade, Cooperative and Consumerism, 
spoke of Malaysia’s central role in Islamic finance and the knowledge and know-how it could offer to countries in the 
region. He spoke of the close association of the underlying values of Islamic finance and cooperative principles. The 
presentations at the conference were in the areas of Islamic Economics and Promotion of Business, Business Contract in 
Islamic Finance, Investment and Cooperative Banking and Malaysian Cooperative Islamic Banking. The visit to Bank 
Rakyat, the number one ranked cooperative bank in Malaysia, gave the participants the opportunity to see first hand the 
banks operations.

Malaysia Business Office

Dato Fatah Abdullah presenting a plaque to Dato Seri Ahmad Bashah Md. Hanipah, Deputy 
Minister of Domestic Trade, Cooperative and Consumerism with Balu Iyer looking on.
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ICA-AP Income and Expenditure for 2014

The income for the 
Asia Pacific region 
comes from three 
sources – subscription 
redistribution, 
administrative 
contribution for projects 
and meeting registration 
income. In 2014, the 
total income for the 
region was $458,538 
of which $341,529 was 
subscription, $55,097 
was administrative 
and $61,912 meeting 
registration income.



42 / ANNUAL REPORT 2014

Staff at the ICA Asia and Pacific (2014)

Name of the Staff Designation Email Address

Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer (Balu) Regional Director Balu.iyer@icaroap.coop

Mr. K. Sethumadhavan
Manager - Planning - Assistant to Regional 
Director

sethu@icaroap.coop

Mr. Kulbhushan Kukreja Manager - Finance kukreja@icaroap.coop

Mr. Ashok Kumar Taneja Manager - Administration taneja@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Savitri Singh
Advisor - Gender Programmes and 
Communication 

Savitrisingh@icaroap.coop

Mr. P. Santosh Kumar Programme Officer Santosh@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Neela Sharma Receptionist neelasharma@icaroap.coop

Mr. Sanjay Gupta Accountant - ICA Domus Trust sgupta@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Sabitha venkatesan Librarian and Documentation Officer Sabitha@icaroap.coop

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Office support info@icaroap.coop 

Mr. Sukhdev Singh Rana Office support info@icaroap.coop

Mr. Raju J. Office support info@icaroap.coop 
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ICA-AP Representative Office [Malaysia Business 
Office {MBO}]

Name of the staff Seconding Organisation Email Address

Ms.  Yuki Nishimoto Japanese Consumer Cooperatives union yuki@icaroap.coop

Ms. Noor Azlinn zahariman ANGKASA, Malaysia Azlinn@icaroap.coop

Ms. Hellen zhang 
All China Federation of Supply and Marketing 
Cooperatives 

hellen@icaroap.coop 

Mr. Seungmin Lee 
National Agricultural Cooperatives Federation, 
Republic of Korea

lee@icaroap.coop 
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Calendar of Events

ACTIvITY PLAN-2014 

S.# Title
Sponsoring 
Organization

Date venue Staff Assigned

01
ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting

ICA Global Board Meeting
ACFSMC-China 16-17 February Beijing, China

Mr. Sethu

Mr. Kukreja

02
Office- Bearers Meeting of ICA-AP 
Committee for Women.

JCCu-Japan 20-21 March Manila, Philippines Mrs. Savitri Singh

03
ICA-Japan Training Courses on “Fostering 
Core Leaders in Agricultural Cooperatives” 
(2 times)

MAFF-Japan
1 March-4 April

3 Sept-11 October
Thailand and Japan Mr. Taneja

04 
Workshop on Enhancing the Role of Women 
in Cooperative Business

JCCu-Japan May Tajikistan Mrs. Savitri Singh

05
14th ICA-AP Regional Workshop For 
Managers on Management of Consumer 
Cooperatives

JCCu-Japan 23-26 June Singapore 
Ms. Yuki

06
ICA-ACFSMC Training Course on Agricultural 
Product Marketing and Logistics for Coops.

ACFSMC-China 23-28 June 
Harbin,

China Mr. Ge

07
Management Capacity Building of Women 
for Gender Integration and Co-operative 
Development 

JCCu-Japan 7-11 July Dhaka, Bangladesh
Mrs. Savitri Singh

08
ICA-Japan Training Course on Fostering 
Leaders to Reinforce Business Development 
of Agricultural Cooperatives.

MAFF-Japan 23 July-16 August Tokyo, Japan
Mrs. Savitri Singh

09
Cooperative Banking Conference in Asia- 
Pacific (The 3rd MBO Council Meeting)

COOPBANK & 
ANGKASA- 
Malaysia 

August 
Kala Lumpur 
Malaysia 
(MBO) Mr. Lee

10
ICA-JCCu Training Programs for Managers 
of Consumer Cooperatives 

JCCu-Japan August Miyagi, Japan
Ms. Yuki

11

The 11th ICA-AP Regional Assembly

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting 

The 8th Co-operative Forum 

ICA-AP Committees’ Meetings

DEKOPIN-
Indonesia

15-20 September
Bali,

Indonesia

12
ICA-AP-ILO joint Seminar on Middle-East 
Cooperatives

ICC- Iran October Tehran, Iran Mrs. Savitri Singh

13
ICA-Japan Training Course on Improving 
Capacity of Rural Women.

MAFF-Japan 12 Nov-10 Dec Tokyo, Japan Mr. Sethu
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S.# Title
Sponsoring 
Organization

Date venue Staff Assigned

14
ICA-AP/ NACF Joint Workshop on the 
Agricultural Coop System in Korea.

NACF-Korea 24-29 November Seoul, Korea
Mr. Kukreja

15
Sub- Regional Workshop on Development of 
Consumer Cooperatives

JCCu- Japan 3-4 December Colombo, Sri Lanka
Ms. Yuki

16

1st Asia-Pacific Conference of Credit and 
Banking Cooperatives ANGKASA 2-4 December Selangor, Malaysia

17
Workshop on Enhancing the Role of Women 
in Cooperative Business.

JCCu-Japan 2-4 December Hanoi, vietnam
Mrs. Savitri Singh 

18
Workshop on Development of Consumer Co-
operatives

JCCu-Japan 3-4 December
Colombo,

Sri Lanka
Ms. Yuki

19
Pilot Workshop on Financial Literacy for 
Youth Cooperation

ICA-AP 7 December Kathmandu, Nepal Mr. Santosh

20

Building up the ICA-AP Internet Portal at 
the Malaysian Business Office (MBO) - 
Cataloguing of Commodities Produced by 
ICA-AP Member Cooperatives.

ACFSMC-China Jan-Dec.
ICA-AP

(MBO)

21
Improvement of the ICA-AP Website – Coop 
Laws, Members’ Data, ICA Blueprint for a 
Cooperative Decade, Internet Library.  

ICA-AP Jan-Dec.
ICA-AP

New Delhi

22
Publication of ICA-AP Newsletter and 2013 
Annual Report.

ICA-AP Jan.- Dec.
ICA-AP

New Delhi

ACFSMC     : All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Co-operatives 
ANGAKASA  : Malaysian National Cooperative Movement 
COOPFED   : Sri Lanka Consumer Co-operative Societies Ltd. 
DECOPIN   : Indonesian Cooperative Council  
ICAO           : International Co-operative Agricultural Organization  
ICFO            : International Co-operative Fisheries Organization 
ICC              : Iran Central Chamber of Cooperatives
JCCU           : Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union
NACF          : National Agricultural Co-operative Federation (Korea) 
NCF            : National Cooperative Federation (Nepal) 
MAFF          : Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry, Japan 
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01  Mr. Li Chunsheng   - 
Chairperson

 Vice President
 All China Federation of Supply 
 & Marketing Coops
 45 Fu Xing Men Nei Street Beijing-100 801, 

China.
 E-mail : chinacoop@acfsmc.coop
 cc : Mr. Zhang Wangshu - coopchina@qq.com

02 Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav  - 
Vice Chairperson

 President
 National Cooperative Union of India,
 3, Siri Institutional Area New Delhi-110016, 

India.
 E-mail : ncuipresident@gmail.com

03 Mr. H.A.M. Nurudin Halid  - 
Vice Chairperson

 President
 DEKOPIN (The Indonesian Coop Council) Jl. 
 Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B
 Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia
 E-mail : ratihdekopin@yahoo.com
 cc : Mr. Ilham Nasai - ilhamnasai@gmail.com

Board Members

04 Mr. Akira Banzai
 President
 Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
 (JA ZENCHU)
 1-3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 

6837, Japan.
 E-mail: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp

05 Mr. Won-Byung Choi
 Chairman
 National Agricultural Cooperative Federation
 75, Chungjeong-ro, 1-Ga, Jung-ku, Seoul City
 100707, Rep. of Korea. 
 E-mail: nacfico@nonghyup.com

06 Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah
 President
 Malaysian National Cooperative Movement 
 (ANGKASA) 
 Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, Jalan SS S/3, 
 Kelana Jaya
 46798 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia. 
 E-mail: dato.fatah@angkasa.coop
      cc: international@angkasa.coop
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07 Mr. Jose Romeo B. Ebron
 Chairperson
 National Confederation of Coops (NATCCO)
 227, J.P Rizal Street, Project-4
 Quezon City-1109, Philippines.
 E-mail: jrebron75@yahoo.com.ph 
 Cc : ceo@natcco.coop

08 Mr. Chan Tee Seng
 Chairman
 Singapore National Cooperative Federation
 510 Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF 
 Building, Singapore-298135.
 E-mail: chants@ntucfirstcampus.com
 cc : Ms. Dolly Goh - dollygoh@sncf.org.sg

09 Mr. W. Lalith A. Peiris
 President
 National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka
 455 Galle Road Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.
 E-mail: chairman@coopinsu.com
    cc : Dr. Sunil Silva – accdc@sltnet.lk

10 Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit
 Chairman
 Cooperative League of Thailand
 13, Pichai Road, Dusit
 Bangkok-10300, Thailand.
 E-mail: green.clt@gmail.com

11 Mr. Dao Xuan Can
 President
 Vietnam Cooperative Alliance
 Duong Dinh Nghe Street
 Yen Hoa Ward, Cau Giay District
 Hanoi, Vietnam.
 E-mail: thuhangvca@yahoo.com

12 Dr. Sukesh Zamwar 
 Youth Representative
 Chief Managing Director 
 Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit 

Society(BUCCS)
 Sahakar Setu, Hutatma Gore Path, Karaja
 Chowk, Buldana-443001
 Maharashtra, India.
 E-mail: kanishkasukesh@yahoo.co.in
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S. 
No.

Name of the 
Committee

Name Designation Organisation/country

1.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Women

Ms. Mashako Shimbo Chairperson
Japanese Consumer Co-operative union 
(JCCu), Japan

Ms. Maria Elena Canda Limocon vice Chair
Women’s representative to NATCCO board 
AWCF

Ms. Savitri Singh Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

2.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Youth 

Dr. Sukesh zamwar Chairperson
Association Of Asian Confederation of credit 
unions(ACCu)

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur vice Chairperson
Karachi Cooperative housing Societies union 
Ltd (KCHSu)

Mr. ukwaththa Liyanage udaya 
Prabath

vice Chairperson
Consumers Co-operatives Societies federation 
of Sri lanka Ltd. (COOPFED)

P. Santosh Kumar Secretary 
International Cooperative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

3.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Consumer 

Mr. AMANO Haruyoshi Chair person
Japanese Consumer Co-operative union 
(JCCu), Japan

Mr. Poh Leong Sim vice Chairperson NTuC FairPrice, Singapore

Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana vice Chairperson
Consumer Cooperative Societies Federation of 
Sri Lanka Ltd

 Ms. Nishimoto Yuki Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
pacific (MBO)

4.
ICA-AP Committee 
on Human Resource 
Development (HRD)

Dr. Dinesh Chairperson National Cooperative union of India(NCuI)

Mr. Jose Romeo B. Ebron vice Chairperson National Confederation of Cooperatives

Mr. Sethu Madhavan Secretary
International Cooperative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

5.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Agriculture 

Mr. K.Srinivasa Gowda Chairperson,
Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd 
IFFCO Sadan

Mr. Hajme Haguchi
vice chairperson, 
Executive Director

Central union of Agriculture Coops (JA-zenchu)

Mr. A.K. Taneja Secretary
International Co-operatives Alliance Asia and 
pacific

ICA-AP Sectoral and Thematic Committees
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S. 
No.

Name of the 
Committee

Name Designation Organisation/country

6.
ICA-AP Committee on 
university/Campus 

Prof. Furuta MOTOO Chairperson
National Federation of university Co-operative 
Association, Japan

Prof. Park Chang Hun vice Chairperson Korea university Cooperative federation(KuCF)

Dr. Mohd. Azlan Yahya vice Chairperson ANGKASA Malaysia

P. Santosh Kumar Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

Prof. zenaida S. Diola Co-Secretary
Metro manlia Federation of Consumers Co-
operatives, Philippines

Prof. Yashwantha Dongre Co-Secretary university of Mysore, India

7.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Research 

Dr. G.N. Saxena Chairperson IFFCO, India

Mr. Akira Kurimoto vice Chairperson Consumer Co-operative Institute of Japan

Mr. A.K.Taneja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
pacific.

8.
ICA-AP Committee on n 
Forestry

Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh Chairman, President
National Federation of forest owners’ Co-
operative Associations

Mr. K.G. Wankhede vice Chairman
Indian farm Forestry Development Co-
operatives Ltd(IFFDC)

Mr. A.K. Taneja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific.

9.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Banking 

Mr. Shivadasan Nair Chairperson
National Cooperative Agriculture and 
Rural Development Banks’ Federation Ltd. 
(NACARDBF)

Ms. Divina C. Quemi vice Chairperson
National Confederation of Co-operatives 
(NATCCO), Philippines

Mr. K. Kukreja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific
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 AuSTRALIA
01 Mr. Greg Wall 
 Chief Executive Officer
 Capricorn Society Ltd.
 28, Troode Street West Perth, WA-6005,
 Australia. 
 Email : sarah.chamberlain@capricorn.coop 

 
02 Mr. Terry Cunningham
 Company Secretarial Services Manager
 Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. (CBH
 Group)
 Gayfer House, 30, Delhi Street, West Perth
 6005-Western Australia.
 Email : info@cbh.com.au
  

BANGLADESH
03 Mr. Rafiqul Islam
  Director (International)
  Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya Union
  Samabaya Bank Sadan
  9/D, Motijheel Commercial Area, 7th Floor
 Dhaka -1000, Bangladesh.
 Email : itslbd@gmail.com 

 BHuTAN
04 Mr. Dorji Dhradhul 
 Director
 Department of Agricultural Marketing &
 Coops (DAMC)
 Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
 Lower Motithang, Thongsel Lam Thimphu,
 Bhutan.
 Email: dhrahul@gmail.com  

 CHINA
05 The President
 All China Federation of Handicraft &
 Industrial Coops (ACFHIC)

Regional Member Organisations-2014

 22-B, Fuwai Street, Xicheng District
 Beijing-100833, China.
 Email:cnlightind@yahoo.com 

06 Mr. Li Chunsheng
 Vice President
  All China Federation of Supply & Marketing 

Coops.
 45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street Beijing-100801, 

China.
        Email: chinacoop@acfsmc.coop

07  Mr. Yuanlin Zhang 
 Executive Secretary 
 International Committee for the Promotion of
 Chinese Industrial Co-operatives (ICCIC)
 Apt. 805, Building 3, Jilijiayuan, No. 20,
 Shaoyaoju, Chao Yang District 
 Beijing-100029, China. 
 Email:gunghochina@gmail.com 

08 Mr. Jose Bascon  
 Chief Executive Officer
 Coop Global Sourcing Limited (CGS)
 11th Floor, Nikos Plaza
 No. 528 Hongxu Road Shanghai-201103, 

China.
        Email:contact@coopgs.com                

 INDIA
09 Dr. Bhagwati Prasad
  Vice Chairman
 Cooperative House Building & Finance
 Corporation Ltd. 
 (Sahakari Awas-Nirman Evam Vitt 
 Nigam Ltd.)
 6, Sarojini Naidu Marg Lucknow-226001.
 Email: chcfcl@gmail.com  
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15 Mr. P.K. Singh
 Managing Director
 National Cooperative Consumers’ Federation
 Ltd.
 92, Deepali Building, 5th Floor, Nehru Place, 
 New Delhi-110019. 
 Email: nccf@rediffmail.com
 
16 Dr. Dinesh 
 Chief Executive
 National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI)
 3, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg,
 New Delhi-110016.
        Email: ncuidel@ndb.vsnl.net.in 

17  Mr. B.K. Mishra 
 Managing Director
 National Federation of Fishermen’s Coops 

Ltd. 
 7-A, Sarita Vihar Institutional Area New
 Delhi-110076.
 Email: bimalk1234@hotmail.com 

18 Mr. Bhima Subrahmanyam 
 Managing Director     
 National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd.
 J.K. Chamber, 5th Floor, Plot No. 76, Sector
 17, Vashi, Navi Mumbai-400703. 
 Email:nafscob@gmail.com

19 Ms. Vasudha Mishra 
 Managing Director
 National Coop Development 
 Corporation (NCDC)
 4, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg New
 Delhi-110016.
 Email: mdncdc@ncdc.in

10 Dr. K.G. Wankhede 
 Chief Executive
 Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop 
 Ltd. (IFFDC)
 FMDI, IFFCO Colony, Sector-17-B
 Gurgaon-122001.
 Email: wankhedekg@iffdc.org.in

11 Dr. U.S. Awasthi
 Managing Director
 Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd.
 (IFFCO) “IFFCO SADAN”
 C-1, District Center, Saket New Delhi-110017.
 Email: mdoffice@iffco.in

12 Mr. N. Sambasiva Rao
 Managing Director        
 Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd.
 (KRIBHCO)
 A-10, Sector-1, Noida-201301.
 Email:nsrao@kribhco.net 

13  Mr. R. Rajagopal 
 Managing Director
 National Agricultural Coop Marketing
 Federation of India Limited (NAFED)  
 “NAFED House”, 1 Siddhartha Enclave,
 Ring Road, Ashram Chowk, 
 New Delhi-110014.
 Email: dkgulati@nafed.nic.in

14  Mr. K. K. Ravindran 
 Managing Director
 National Cooperative Agriculture and Rural 
 Development Banks’ Federation Ltd
 (NCARDBF)
 701 (7th Floor), A-Wing, BSEL Tech Park
 Opp: Vashi Railway Sation Vashi, 
 Navi Mumbai-400703.
 Email:  
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20 Mr. T.C. Gautam
 General Manager
 National Federation of Farmers Procurement,
 Processing & Retailing Cooperatives of India
 Limited (NACOF)
 A-25/19-A, 1st Floor, Sujan Singh Building
 Middle Circle, Connaught Place, New
 Delhi-110001.
 Email: nacof.ltd@gmail.com 

21 Dr. Sukesh Zamwar
 Chief Managing Director
 Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit Society
 (BUCCS) 
 Sahakar Setu, Hutatma Gore Path, Karaja
 Chowk, Buldana-443001, Maharashtra.
 Email: kanishasukesh@yahoo.co.in 

 INDONESIA
22 Mr. Hanafiah Sulaiman
 Secretary General
 DEKOPIN (The Indonesian Coop Council)
 Jl. Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B
 Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia. 
 Email: ratihdekopin@yahoo.com 

 IRAN
23 Mr. Hossein Safaei
 Chairman
 Central Organization for 
 Rural Cooperatives of Iran
 1813, Valli-e-Asr-Avenue
 P.O. Box 14155-6569 Tehran-15948, Iran. 
 Email :corc.nes@chmail.ir  

24 Mr. Abbas Bannazadeh
 Managing Director
 Central Union of rural Agriculture 
 Coops of Iran

 514, North Felestin Avenue, 
 P.O. Box 14155/6413
 Tehran, 1415735691, Iran
 Email:trade@trocairan.com

25 Mr. Mohammad Ghebleh
 President
 Iranian Vegetable Oil Industry Association &
 Farda Coop (FARDA Coop) 
 No. 399, West Taleghani Street
 Felestin Square, Tehran, Iran.
 Email: ivoia@ivoi.ir 

26 Mr. Dariush Pakbin 
 Secretary General
 Iran Central Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC)
 No.3, Sabounchi Street
 Shahid Beheshti Avenue, Tehran, Iran.
 Email: int@icccoop.ir

27  Ms. Faiiaz Qued
 Head of International Division
 Tose’e Ta’avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
 No. 271, Next to LG Company,
 Before Alborz St., Mirdamad Blv.
 Tose’e Ta’avon Bank 
 1918934351-Tehran, Iran.
 Email: int@ttbank.ir 

28 Mr. Hosseinali Karimi Yazdi
 Deputy of R&D & Training Center
 Pishgaman Kavir Yazd Cooperative 
 Company (PKYCC)
 Opposite of Yazd TCI, Pishgaman Building, 
 Sadoghi Blvd., Yazd, Iran.
 Email: info@pishgaman.com
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29 Mr. Saeid Soltani Sarvestani 
 Direct Manager
 Central Union of Iran Animal Farmers (CUIAF)
 No. 12, Azin Alley, Vesal Shirazi St.
 p.c. = 1417843511, Tehran, Iran.
 Email: dadaraniran@yahoo.com

30 Mr. Moosavi S.Y.
 Supervision and Coordination Central Union of
 Rural and Agricultural Cooperatives (SCURA)
 4th Floor, No. 518, North Felestin St. Tehran, 

Iran.
 Email: info@scura.ir 

 ISRAEL
31 The Director General 
 Coop Israel
 19, Hagana Street
 P.O. Box-24092 Jerusalem-97851, Israel.
 Email: ykaplan@israle.coop
 
32  The Secretary General
 The Kibbutz Movement
 13 Leonardo Da Vinci Street Tel Aviv 61400,
 Israel.
 Email: lapidot@tzora.co.il
 
33 Mr. Yitzhak Yoel
 Chairperson
 Central Union for Cooperative Initiative in Israel
 24, Ha-arbaa Street
 Tel Aviv, Israel.

 JAPAN
34 Mr. Choe Okuno
 President
 Central Union of Agriculture Coops
 (JA-Zenchu)
 1-3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-Ku, 
 Tokyo 100-6837, Japan. 
 Email: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp

35 Mr. Masashi Ehara
 Chairperson
 IE-NO-HIKARI Association
 (Association for Education & Publications on
 Agril Coops), 11, Funagawara-ku, Ichigaya,
 Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
 Email: ty.kubono@ienohikari.or.jp

36 Mr. Yuzo Nagato
 President
 Japanese Workers’ Cooperative Union (JWCU)
 1-44-3, 7th floor,
 Higashi-Ikebukuro, Toshima-Ku
 Tokyo, 170-0013, Japan.
 Email:international@roukyou.gr.jp
 
37 Mr. Katsumi Asada
 President
 Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union
 (JCCU) Coop Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya, S
 hibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8913, Japan.
 Email: kokusai@jccu.coop

38  Mr. Yoichi Shirai
 National Association of Labour Banks (NALB)
 5-15, Kanda-Surugadai, Chiyoda-Ku 
 Tokyo-1010062, Japan.
 Email: yoichi_shirai@k.rokinbank

39   Mr. Hitomi Narikiyo
 President
 National Federation of Agricultural Cooperative
 Associations (ZEN-NOH)
 8-3, Otemachi, 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
 100-0004, Japan.
 Email: kagata-kenichi@zennoh.or.jp 

40     Mr. Hiroshi Kishi 
 President
 National Federation of Fisheries Cooperative
 Association (Zengyoren), Coop Building, 7th
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 Floor, 1-1-12, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
 101-8503, Japan.
 Email : kokusai-gyosei@r6.dion.ne.jp

41     Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh
 President
 National Federation of Forest Owners’ 

Cooperative Associations (Zenmori-Ren) 
 Coop Building, 8th Floor,
 1-1-12, Unchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 
 101-0047, Japan. 
 Email:t_saski@zenmori.org

42 Mr. Kokichi Shoji
 President
 National Federation of University Coop
 Associations (NFUCA), Daigaku Seikyo
 Kaikan Building 3-30-22, Wada, Suginemi-ku
 Tokyo 166-8532, Japan.
 Email: matsuoka.yk2@fc.univcoop.or.jp

43 Mr. Chihiro Ikusawa
 Senior Managing Director              
 National Federation of Workers and Consumers
 Insurance Cooperatives (ZENROSAI)
 2-12-10, Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-8571, 

Japan. 
 Email: yokomizo_daisuke@zenrosai.coop 

44  The Chief Executive         
 National Mutual Insurance Federation
 of Agricultural Cooperatives (ZENKYOREN)
 JA Kyosai Building
 2-7-9, Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku
 Tokyo 102-8630, Japan.
 Email: ma-hagiwara@ja-kyosai.or.jp

45 Mr. Makoto Kobayashi
 Managing Director       

 The Japan Agricultural News (Nihon-Nogyo-
Shimbun)

 2-3, Akihabara, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8722, Japan. 
 Email: kobayashi.makoto@agrinews.co.jp

46    Mr. Masafumi Enomoto
 General Manager (Coordination Division)      
 The Norinchukin Bank
 (Central Coop Bank for Agriculture & Forestry)
 1-13-2, Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100
 8420, Japan. 
 Email: taka-m@nochubank.or.jp 

47 Dr. Takasaki Fujiwara
 President
 Japanese Health and Welfare Cooperative
 Federation (HeW Coop JAPAN)
 Sanken Building, 4th floor 3-25-1, Hyakunin
 cho, Shinjuku-ku Tokyo-169-0073, Japan.
 Email: hk_t@hew.coop

48  Mr. Masami Yoshida
 Senior Managing Director
 Japan Cooperative Insurance Association (JCIA)
 Lilac Sanei Building, 1st Floor
 23-1, Saneo-cho, Shinjuku-ku 
 Tokyo-160 0008, Japan.
 Email: nakazawa@jcia.or.jp 

 KAzAKHSTAN
49 Mr. Khasbulat Ashlyayev  
 President        
 Union of Consumer Societies 57, Tole bi Street
 050000-Almaty, Kazakhstan.
 Email: kazcoop@mail.ru

 KOREA 
50 Ms. Oh Miyea
 Chairperson
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 iCOOP Solidarity of Consumer Coops (iCOOP
 Korea) 3rd Floor, Yeongdeungpo-ro 62-gil 1
 Yeongdeungpo-gu Seoul, Republic of Korea.
 Email:icoopkorea@gmail.com 

51 Mr. Jong Baek Shin 
 President
 Korean Federation of Community Credit
 Cooperatives (KFCCC)
 20, Bongeunsaro 114-gil, Gangnam-gu
 Seoul 135-538, Republic of Korea.
 Email: survey@kfcc.co.kr 
 
52 Mr. Won Byung Choi
 Chairman
 National Agricultural Cooperative Federation
 (NACF) 75-1-ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku
 Seoul City 100-707, Republic of Korea.
 Email:nacfico@nonghyup.com 
 
53 Mr. Tae-Jong Zhang
 Chairman
 National Credit Union Federation of Korea
 (Nacufok)
 949, Dunsan-dong, Seo-ku Daejeon Metropolitan 

City 302-868, Republic of Korea. 
 Email:nacufok@cu.co.kr 

54  Mr. Jong Koo Lee 
 President  
 Korean National Federation of Fisheries Coops
 (KNFFC) 11-6, Songpa-Gu, Shin-Cheon Dong
 Seoul 138-730, Republic of Korea.
 Email: ycs@suhyup.co.kr

55   Mr. Il Hwan Chang 
 President and Chairperson         
 National Forest Coop Federation (NFCF)
 166 Seokchonhosu-Gil, Songpa-Gu
 Seoul 138-880, Republic of Korea.
 Email:support@nfcf.or.kr

56 Mr. Woon Hyuk Kwon  
 President
 Korean Association of Social Economy
 Enterprises (KASEE), c/o. COMWIN
 Sukpo-ri 677-10, Jangan-myeon
 445-941 Hwasung-si Gyeonggi-do, Rep. of 

Korea
 Email: kasee2008@hotmail.com

57 Mr. Sang Jin Park
 President
 Korea University Cooperative Federation 

(KUCF)
 2nd Floor, 161-16, Hyehwa-Dong
 Jongno-gu Seoul, Republic of Korea.
 Email: univcoopkr@gmail.com

58  Mr. Keum-Ja Lee
 President
 Dure Consumers’ Cooperative Union (DCCU)
 4th Floor, KT Telecop Building
 291, Gamasan-ro, Guro-gu
 Seoul 252-704, Rep. of Korea.
 E-mail: dure_chh@dure-coop.or.kr  

 KuWAIT
59 Mr. Ali Hassan Abdul Hussain Mohammed
 Chairman        
 Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies
 Hawally, Bloc 97, Othman Street
 4th Ring Road, P.O. Box 1836 Safat-13019, 

Kuwait. 
 Email: info@kuccs.com.kw 

 MALAYSIA
60 Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah 
 President
 Malaysian National Cooperative Movement 
 (ANGKASA), Wisma Ungku A. Aziz,
 Jalan SS 6/1, Kelana Jaya
  47301 Petaling Jaya Selangor, Malaysia. 
     Email: international@angkasa.coop 
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61  Datuk B. Sahadevan 
 Managing Director       
 National Land Finance Cooperative Society Ltd.
 10th Floor, Wisma Tun Sambanthan,2, Jalan
 Sulaiman Kuala Lumpur-50100, Malaysia.  
 Email: datuksaha@nlfcs.com.my 

62 Prof Madya Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Abdul
 Razak Shaik
  Director
 Cooperative College of Malaysia (CCM)
 103, Jalan Templer 46700 Petaling Jaya Selangor
 Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
        Email: zarinatun@mkm.edu.my 

 MONGOLIA
63 Ms. Altantuya Tseden-Ish 
 Vice  President
 National Association of Mongolian 
 Agricultural Coops
 (NAMAC), Peace Avenue 18A/1
 Bayanzurkh District Ulaanbaatar-49, Mongolia.
 Email: info@namac.coop 

64 Mr. Enkhbold Nyamaa 
 Chairman
 Mongolian National Cooperative Alliance
 (MNCA)
 # 603, Government Building 11, 
 Chingeltei District
 Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
 Email: mnca@mongolia.coop  

 MYANMAR
65 Mr. Khin Maung Aye
 Chairman        
 Central Cooperative Society (CCS)
 Sayasan Plaza, Junction of Sayasan Road &
  New University Avenue Road, Bahan Township
  Yangon, Myamnar.
      Email: ccscencoop@gmail.com

 NEPAL
66 Mr. Keshav Prasad Badal
 Chairman       
 National Cooperative Federation of Nepal Ltd. 
 Bijuli Bazar-39. GPO Box 11859
 Kathmandu-10, Nepal.
 Email : ncf@nepal.coop 

67 Mr. Saroj Kumar Sharma 
 Co-chairman
 National Cooperative Development Board 

(NCDB)
 Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal
 Email: coopdesk@gmail.com 

68 Mr. Rudra Bhattarai 
 General Manager 
 Nepal Agricultural Coop Central Federation 

(NACCF) Kupandole Height
 Lalitpur, Nepal.
        Email: skbks.nepal@gmail.com 

69 Mr. K.B. Upreti
 Managing Director
 National Cooperative Bank Limited (NCBL)
 GPO 8975, EPC No. 2711
 Kupandol, Lalitpur, Nepal.
 Email: info@coopbank.com.np 

 NEW zEALAND
70 Mr. Ian Macintosh 
 Chief Executive Officer
 Cooperative Business New Zealand
 Level 3, 25 Teed Street
 Auckland, Newmarket-1149 New Zealand
 Email: ian.macintosh@nz.coop 

 PAKISTAN
71 Mr. Mohammad Sharif Bhaiji 
 Managing Director
 Karachi Coop Housing Societies Union Ltd. 
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  SNPA-15, Shaheed-E-Millat Road
 Karachi-74800, Pakistan.
         Email: sharifbhaiji@hotmail.com 

 PALESTINE
72 Mr. Khaled Daoudi
 Chairperson of the Board
 Economic & Social Development Center of 
 Palestine (ESDC)
 Al-Bireh-Al-Balou
 Opposite Ministry of Women’s Affairs
 Post Box 4518 West Bank, Palestine.
       Email: info@esdc-pal.org 

 PAPuA NEW GuINEA
73 Mr. Roger Kilemtbe
 Registrar
 Office of Cooperative Societies (OCS-PNG)
 P.O. Box 1214
 Boroko, National Capital District 
 Papua New Guinea.
 Email:papuanewguineagabriel.paita@dci.gov.pg

 PHILIPPINES
74 Ms. Sylvia O. Paraguya 
 Chief Executive Officer               
 National Confederation of Coops Inc.
 (NATCCO)
 227 J.P. Rizal Street, Project-4 
 Quezon City-1109, Philippines.
        Email: ceo@natcoo.coop 

75 Ms. Renia C. Salinas 
 Chief Executive Officer
 Cooperative Federation & Development Center 
 (VICTO National)
 59 1st Street, Beverly Hills, Lahug Cebu City,
 Philippines.
 Email: rcsalinas@victonational.coop

76 Mr. Felix Borja  
 Secretary General
 Cooperative Union of the Philippines (CUP)
 CUP Building, Roces Avenue Corner
 Mother Ignacia Street Quezon City, Philippines.
 E-mail: lexcup@gmail.com 

 SINGAPORE
77 Ms. Dolly Goh
 Chief Executive            
 Singapore National Cooperative Federation Ltd.
 (SNCF)
 510 Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF Building,
 Singapore-298135.
 Email: dollygoh@sncf.org.sg

 SRI LANKA
78 Mr. W. Lalith A. Peiris
 President          
 National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka
 (NCC) “Cooperative House”, 455 Galle Road,
 P.O. Box 1469, Colombo-3, Sri Lanka. 
 Email: nccsec@sltnet.lk 

79 Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana 
 Chief Executive Officer & General Manager       
 Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative Societies
 Federation (COOPFED), No. 11, Saunders 

Place, Colombo-12, Sri Lanka. 
 Email: coopfed@sol.lk 

80 Mr. Sunanda Kaiyapperuma
 Director General
 National Institute of Cooperative Development
 Polgolla, Kandy Sri Lanka.
     Email: nicd.edu@gmail.com 

81 Mr. Sarath Vidana Pathirana 
 Chairperson
 Kotikawatta Thrift and Credit Co-op Society 

Ltd-KTCCS
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 230/A, Avissawella Road Kitakawatta, Angoda, 
Sri Lanka.

 Email: sanasabuilding@gmail.com
 
82 Mr. M.P. Premasiri Perera 
 Secretary
  National Fisheries Federation (NFF)
  New Secretariat, Maligawatta Colombo-10, 
 Sri Lanka.
        Email: chmn@slbfe.lk

 THAILAND
83 Mr. Nakorn Tangavirapat
 Executive Director            
 Cooperative League of Thailand
 13, Pichai Road, Dusit Bangkok-10300,
 Thailand. 
 Email: clt@clt.or.th  

84 Ms. Elenita V. San Roque
 Chief Executive Officer      
 Association of Asian Confederation of Credit

 Unions  8th Floor, U-Tower Building
 No. 411, Srinakarin Road, Suanluang  
 Bangakok-10250, Thailand.
    Email: accumail@accu.coop 

 vANuATu
85 Mr. Joseph Ridley 
 Acting Director/Registrar
 Office of Registrar of Cooperatives and Business
 Development Services (ORCBDS)
 Monfort Street, George Pompidou, PMB-9032
 Port Vila, Vanuatu.
 Email: ksam@vanuatu.gov.vu 

 vIETNAM
86 Mr. Dao Xuan Can
  President     
 Vietnam Cooperative Alliance
 Duong Dinh Nghe Street
 Yen Hoa Ward, Cau Giay District Hanoi,
 Vietnam.
 Email: dunglegan@gmail.com   
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1. volunTary and open membership

Co-operatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.

2. democraTic member conTrol

Co-operatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting their policies 
and making decisions. Men and women serving as elected representatives are accountable to the membership. In primary 
co-operatives members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote) and co-operatives at other levels are also organised 
in a democratic manner.

3. member economic parTicipaTion

Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their co-operative. At least part of that capital 
is usually the common property of the co-operative. Members usually receive limited compensation, if any, on capital 
subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses for any or all of the following purposes: developing 
their co-operative, possibly by setting up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible; benefiting members in 
proportion to their transactions with the co-operative; and supporting other activities approved by the membership.

4. auTonomy and independence

Co-operatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with 
other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and maintain their co-operative autonomy.

5. educaTion, TraininG and informaTion

Co-operatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, managers, and employees so 
they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-operatives. They inform the general public - particularly 
young people and opinion leaders - about the nature and benefits of co-operation.

6. co-operaTion amonG co-operaTives

Co-operatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the co-operative movement by working together through 
local, national, regional and international structures.

7. concern for communiTy

Co-operatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies approved by their members.

Cooperative Principles
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The starting point for the strategy for a global co-operative future is the powerful claim which co-operatives make to the 
outside world: that they have a way of doing business which is both better, and brings a more effective balance to the 
global economy than the dominance of one single model as now

Co-operatives are better because they give individuals participation4 through ownership, which makes them inherently 
more engaging, more productive, and both more useful and more relevant in the contemporary world. The aim is to 
elevate participation within membership and governance to a new level. 

•	 Co-operatives are better because their business model creates greater economic, social and environmental sustainability. 

•	 Co-operatives are better because they are a business model that puts people at the heart of economic decisionmaking 
and bring a greater sense of fair play to the global economy. The objective is to develop our external identity. Chapters 
1 (Participation) and 2 (Sustainability) explain why co-operatives offer a better way of doing business. Chapter 3 then 
effectively sets out the co-operative proposition for today: what it means to be a co-operative and what are the defining 
characteristics or “irreducible core”. 

•	 This is looked at through the lens of identity – which is defined by the core values and principles of co-operation, 
and needs to be communicated through a powerful and distinctive message to ensure that co-operatives are seen and 
understood by everybody from policy-makers to the general public. So the aim is to build the co-operative message and 
secure the co-operative identity. With the intrinsic and abiding value of the co-operative model clearly established, and 
a distinctive co-operative identity and proposition described, 
attention turns in chapters 4 and 5 to what facilitates or 
inhibits co-operatives. 

•	 Co-operatives in every jurisdiction sit within a legal framework. 
This framework plays a critical role for the viability and 
existence of co-operatives. The Blueprint seeks to ensure 
supportive legal frameworks for co-operative growth. 

•	 Co-operatives need access to capital if they are to be 
established, grow and flourish. The aim is to secure reliable 
co-operative capital while guaranteeing member control. 

•	 These are the five interlinked and overlapping themes of the 
Blueprint strategy, which can be illustrated as follows:

Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade

SuMMARY OF THE BLuEPRINT STRATEGY
The starting point for the strategy for a global co-operative future is the powerful claim which co-operatives make to the 
outside world that they have a way of doing business which is both better, and brings a more effective balance to the global 
economy than the dominance of one single model as now.
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