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Dear Members,

We are delighted to present the 2019 Annual Activities Report (AAR) for the ICA Asia-Pacific (ICA-AP) 
region! As we go to print, the world is going through a severe crisis it has never seen before. The 
coronavirus pandemic has affected almost all countries; disrupted work and livelihoods; uprooted 
lives, irrespective of rich or poor (though the impact on the poor is more severe); and created 
social and economic upheavals whose effects will be felt for a long time to come. Cooperatives 
have risen in times of crises to respond to emerging needs and shown their resilience to survive 
by focusing on members and staying true to values and principles. While we look back on our work 
last year, we need to look ahead to see how we can all come together to overcome this crisis.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognises cooperative enterprises as important 
players in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In the 2019 AAR, 
we highlight the work carried out in the areas of SDG5 (gender), SDG8 (decent work), SDG12 
(production and consumption), SDG 13 (facilitating climate action), and SDG17 (furthering 
partnerships).

In July 2019, ICA President Ariel Guarco visited eight countries in the region - China, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam! At the end of his visit, President Guarco said, “In 
Asia, the cooperative movement has very diverse organisations. We have large enterprises that 
compete in the market with very powerful capitalist companies; others with small productive units 
meet localised needs. The clear commitment to sustainable development makes cooperatives 
a key tool to meet the objectives set by the United Nations to build a more just, solidary and 
peaceful world.”

Message from the President 
and Regional Director

Li Chunsheng 
President

Balasubramanian Iyer 
Regional Director
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Annual Activities Report 2019

The Second Asia-Pacific Registrar’s Forum was held in Vietnam, in partnership with the Vietnam 
Cooperative Alliance (VCA) and the Institute for Organic Agricultural Economics, and supported 
by the ICA-EU Partnership on Cooperatives in Development (#Coops4Dev). The theme of the 
Forum was Creating Enabling Legal Framework and Policies to Promote Sustainable Development of 
Cooperatives in the 21st century. It focussed on challenges relating to food security, the nature of 
work and employment, financial inclusion, economic growth, gender equality and equity, climate 
change, and the freedom of association.

The ICA-AP Committee on Women, with support from the Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative 
Union (JCCU), organised an international workshop on Enhancing Gender Equality in Cooperative 
Business, with the National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) in New Delhi. This was followed 
with a Training of Trainers on Management Capacity Building of Women and Gender Integration in 
Cooperative Development with the National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL) in Colombo.

The ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation (ICYC) organised the second edition of the Go 
Green campaign to promote tree planting and the second Global Youth Cooperative Webinar 
on Transforming Education, to highlight initiatives in making education inclusive and accessible. 
The ICA-AP Research Committee organised the 14th Research Conference in collaboration with 
the University of Newcastle (UON) in Australia. The 2019 Dr. Mauritz Bonow Award for Young 
Researchers was awarded to Heira Hardiyanti from Indonesia, for her paper on Worker Cooperatives 
in Indonesia, and to Jihyun Jeong from Korea, for her paper on Fair Trade in Korea.

The Consumer Committee, in addition to its 
regular training programmes, organised a 
workshop on Social Contribution of Consumer 
Cooperatives in Asia-Pacific with iCOOP Korea. 
The ICA-AP Trade and Business Committee 
and ANGKASA (Malaysian National Cooperative 
Movement) organised the Cooperative to 
Cooperative (C2C) seminar on Inclusive and 
Sustainable Economic Growth in Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia. The seminar was held in conjunction 
with the Malaysia Carnival of Cooperatives’ 
Products and Minister Services exhibition. 

The 11th Annual Meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Educational Institutions (ICEI) was held in 
conjunction with the International Seminar on Curriculum Development for Cooperative Education in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

During the year, with the support of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), 
Government of Japan, training courses were organised on Fostering Core Leaders of Agricultural 
Cooperatives, Empowering Women in Business and Management of Agricultural Cooperatives, and 
Fostering Coordinators to Build Food Value Chains. In addition, a follow-up guidance and survey of 
ex-participants to assess the impact of training was carried out in Thailand and Mongolia. The 
Malaysia Business Office (MBO), JCCU and ANGKASA jointly organised a seminar on SDG 8: Decent 

Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer with cooperators at the  
MAFF project follow-up in Mongolia
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work and economic growth, in Kuala Lumpur. The All China Federation of Supply and Marketing 
Cooperatives (ACFSMC) organised a training programme on development and practices of 
agricultural cooperatives’ services, and a seminar on business promotion among cooperatives. 
The 17th edition of the National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (NACF) joint workshop on 
cooperative systems was held in Seoul to help the development of agricultural cooperatives in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

The ICA-AP office and members increased their engagement with 
Africa in 2019. The first Cooperative Development Conference for 
the Middle East and North African (MENA) countries was held in 
Morocco to foster partnerships and enhance collective action on the 
SDGs. ICEI organised a workshop during the ICA Kigali conference 
to share knowledge and technical know-how among ICA members 
in Africa, and among other stakeholders about cooperatives in 
educational institutions (universities, colleges, and high schools). 
Members from Africa participated in the International Cooperative 
Agricultural Organisation (ICAO) General Assembly in Korea, the 
International Agricultural Produce and Agricultural Input Trade 
Fair and Seminar in China, and the SDG-13 Climate Action capacity 
building programme in Thailand.

The ICA-EU Partnership on Cooperatives in Development: People Centered Businesses in Action 
(#coops4dev), in its fourth year, was active on a number of fronts, focussing on the project’s three 
strategic priorities: SDGs, Youth Inclusion, and Work and Ownership. The #coops4dev team 
organised the first capacity building program on SDG13 (climate action): Save the Environment to 
Sustain Future Generations with the Cooperative League of Thailand (CLT) in Bangkok; the Second 
Forum on Development of Cooperatives in the Pacific Islands at UON, Australia, was attended 
by members and representatives from Fiji, Kiribati, Australia and New Zealand; the national 
workshop for women’s cooperatives with the Gujarat Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) 
in Ahmedabad; and the Young Development Professionals meeting in New Delhi.

The Global Cooperative Entrepreneur (GCE) project to identify youth entrepreneurs in India, 
Indonesia and Malaysia culminated with the training for Ambassadors in Kozhikode, India. 
Coopathon 2.0, was organised with NCUI, and Coop Mic with Mr. Rajiv Khandelwal, Executive 
Director of Aajeevika Bureau, India. On the research front, two reports were released, one on the 
Autonomy and Independence of Cooperatives in India, and the other on Cooperatives in Industrial and 
Service Sectors in the Asia and Pacific Region. The legal framework analysis of 17 countries in the 
region has been completed, along with country level reports on youth in India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Korea and the Philippines. The mapping reports for Iran and Philippines are now available on 
the #coops4dev website. The aroundtheworld.coop video series covered Bhabishya Nirman Sana 
Kishan cooperative in Nepal, the School Cooperative MRSM Kepala Batas Berhad in Malaysia, and 
the Boomalli Artists Cooperative in Australia.

ICA-AP President Li Chunsheng (R) at 
the Opening Ceremony of the Second 

Cooperative Registrars’ Forum in  
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

http://www.icaap.coop
www.aroundtheworld.coop
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Annual Activities Report 2019

During the year, we welcomed seven new members: ULCCS, India; the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Cooperatives, Kiribati; ISKC, Republic of Korea; DCB, Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism, Fiji; the Tirumalla Tirupati Multipurpose Cooperative Credit Society Limited, India; MSCB, 
Philippines; Taavon Insurance Company, Iran; and 1CISP Life and General Insurance, Philippines. 
ICA-AP now has 107 members from 32 countries.

We mourn the passing of Dr. Jaya Arunachalam, Founder of the Working Women’s Forum and 
the Indian Cooperative Network for Women; Mr. Stephen Sallun, Registrar Office of Cooperative 
Societies, Papua New Guinea; and Mr. R.B. Rajaguru, Regional Director of ICA-AP from 1977 to 1986.

We are thankful to our MBO sponsoring organisations – ACFSMC, ANGKASA, JCCU, and NACF. 
We continue to receive generous support from MAFF, Government of Japan, to foster leadership 
and develop cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific region. #coops4dev is helping strengthen capacity 
of federations, increase advocacy, and improve visibility of cooperatives as development actors. 
During the year, the regional office entered into an agreement with Aflatoun; took part in the 
India International Cooperatives Trade Fair organised by the National Cooperative Development 
Corporation; and expanded relations with the Asian Farmers Association; the Institute of Rural 
Management, Anand; the Smallholder and Agri-SME Finance and Investment Network.

The ICA-AP Regional Office was formed on November 14, 1960 and begins its 60th year of uniting, 
promoting and developing cooperatives! We look forward to your continued support in 2020, 
especially when we look at the daunting challenges ahead!

Li Chunsheng 
President

Balasubramanian Iyer 
Regional Director
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ICA President Mr. Ariel Guarco visited six countries across Asia over 12 days. Mr. Guarco spent time 
interacting with heads of leading cooperatives and government officials in Thailand, Singapore, 
Indonesia, China, South Korea, and Japan. In line with ICA’s work on its 2030 strategy, President 
Guarco conveyed a key message to members during his travels: “We have to represent and build 
relations with international organisations, at the same time, we need to identify the common issues 
across countries and see how we can address these.” Mr. Guarco’s country visits were informed by 
country snapshots prepared by the ICA-AP team. These captured the contribution of cooperatives 
to their respective national economies, evolution of cooperatives, the laws in place, case studies, 
and engagement with ICA and ICA-AP.

In Thailand, Mr. Guarco discussed C2C with the Cooperative League of Thailand, the relationship 
between cooperatives and government, and the need for an enabling environment with the 
Cooperative Promotion Department. The Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions 
(ACCU) showcased ongoing work on an open-source digital platform to promote financial inclusion 
across the continent. In the spirit of cooperation among cooperatives, the Federation of Savings 
and Credit Union of Thailand has given ACCU space at their modern and energy efficient building 
and built a museum to showcase the rich history of the national and international cooperative 
movement.

ICA President’s
visit to Asia

In Focus

Mr. Arial Guarco with  
cooperative representatives in Korea

http://www.icaap.coop/node/5903
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In Singapore, Mr. Guarco met with Singapore National Cooperative Federation (SNCF), Ministry of 
Culture, Community, and Youth officials and cooperatives focused on health and technology. The 
demographic shift in Singapore has given space to cooperatives working on integrated suite of 
health and eldercare services, education and training, and technical skills.

In Indonesia, Mr. Guarco, in discussion with DEKOPIN (The Indonesian Coop Council), was 
particularly excited about the potential for collaboration among soya bean exporter cooperatives 
in Argentina and importer cooperatives in Indonesia, opening up the conversation on C2C trade. In 
China, Cai Zhenhong, Vice President of ACFSMC stressed the organisational focus on rejuvenation 
of rural areas, pointing that “the recent reforms proposed by the government sought to infuse new 
vitality towards meeting the needs of the rural community.”

President Guarco’s visit to Korea was met with optimism at the steep growth in cooperatives 
in the country, from 53 in 2012 to 15,585 in 2019 under the passage of the Framework Act on 
Cooperatives. The National Agriculture Cooperative Federation and Cooperar, Argentina, signed 
an agreement to promote C2C. Consumer cooperatives in Korea have contributed to creating 
ethically responsible markets, fair trade, direct trade with domestic farmers, and achieving local 
self-sufficiency. There was palpable excitement among cooperatives for the 2020 ICA Congress 
planned in Seoul.

In Japan, Mr. Guarco visited JA-Zenchu (Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives) and had a 
meeting with ICA members who have come together under an alliance, the Japan Cooperative 
Alliance. Mr. Guarco met Mr. Shuichi Takatori, State Minister, MAFF, which has been supporting 
the training of ICA members from agriculture and related cooperatives in Asia-Pacific for the 
past 30 years! Visits to the consumer cooperative, Coop Mirai, showcased concern for social 
and environmental issues to promote safe and secure food, society in harmony with nature and co-
existence. Mr. Makoto Takeuchi, President of the Tokyo Consumers’ Cooperative Union reflected 
this integration of community concern by saying, “All of us are vulnerable at some point in our lives. 
Our aim is to enable people to live with a sense of security once they are in severe need of long-term 
care.”

The common thread noted across cooperatives in these countries was the focus on preserving 
culture, promoting local artisans and farmers, supporting indigenous products, and working 
towards positive social and economic impact.

While cooperatives are under the umbrella of social and solidarity enterprises, the rules and 
regulations imposed, for instance the number of members, reporting requirements, capital 
options, and control of authority, make the model less attractive to youth. The work being carried 
out to assess and advocate for an encouraging legal and policy framework thus becomes crucial 
to the strengthening and development of cooperatives. As President Guarco notes, “Cooperatives 
are not marginal players. We have the strength of our members, the breadth of our sectors, and the 
depth of our socio-economic contribution. We are human-centred organisations!”
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The Registrars of cooperatives are key authorities in overseeing the development of cooperatives 
and in facilitating an enabling environment in line with ILO Recommendation 193 on cooperative 
development. The Second ICA-AP Cooperative Registrars’ Forum on Creating enabling legal 
framework and policies to promote the sustainable development of cooperatives in the 21st century 
pursued the creation and promotion of an enabling legal and regulatory environment for existing 
cooperatives; while addressing the needs of new and emerging areas like work and ownership, 
healthcare, technology, renewable energy, agri-business processing, and marketing.

The Second ICA-AP Cooperative Registrars Forum was organised by ICA-AP in partnership with 
VCA and the Institute for Organic Agricultural Economics. It was co-funded by #coops4dev. The 
Forum was held over 3 days (April 16 to 19) 2019, in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. VCA, the national 
apex body of cooperatives in Vietnam, represents over 20,000 cooperatives with almost 7 million 
members, across agriculture, handicrafts, transportation and other sectors. As of 2017, the 
cooperative sector in Vietnam contributed 4% to the GDP. In 2003 and 2012, Vietnam amended 
its laws to develop the legal framework for guiding the process of cooperative development.

ICA-AP staff and regional  
leaders at the Opening Ceremony  

of the Second Cooperative Registrar’s 
Forum in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Second ICA-AP Cooperative 
Registrar’s Forum

Creating enabling legal framework and policies 
to promote the sustainable development of 
cooperatives in the 21st century
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The Forum registered around 300 delegates from 22 countries. This included Registrars and 
government representatives from Bhutan, Fiji, India, Kyrgyz Republic, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore 
and Vietnam. The opening ceremony was graced by H.E. Mr. Vuong Dinh Hue, Member of the 
Political Bureau and Vice Prime Minister of Vietnam, who acknowledged the role of cooperatives 
in implementing Vietnam’s national strategy on rural development and sustainability; Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, President of ICA-AP; Mr. Nguyen Chi Dung, Minister of Planning and Investment; Mr. 
Le Minh Hoan, Secretary of the Party Committee of Dong Thap Province.

Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Bao, President of the VCA, delivered the welcome address; Mr. Le Thanh, Director 
of the Institute for Organic Agricultural Economics, acknowledged the opportunity presented by 
the Forum for knowledge exchange and partnerships for cooperatives in the Asia Pacific region. 
Mr. Bruno Roelants, Director General of ICA gave the keynote address elaborating on ICA’s work in 
data collection, research, statistics and legislation. Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director of 
ICA- AP facilitated the statutory proceedings, and Mr. Nguyen Manh Cuong, Vice President of VCA 
delivered the vote of thanks.

VCA organised two events on the side-lines of the Forum – the signing ceremony and trade fair. 
VCA signed agreements with key stakeholders to mobilise resources to promote cooperatives 
as an important economic pillar contributing to the development of a sustainable economy and 
stable society. The trade fair promoted cooperative goods and services, and explored investment 
and exchange experiences.

The Forum focused on 21st century challenges relating to food security, the nature of work and 
employment, financial inclusion, economic growth, gender equality and equity, climate change, and 
the freedom of association. While cooperatives have shown their resilience to rapid economic and 

Mr. Robby Tulus moderating the session on Legal Frameworks on Cooperatives in  
South-East Asia at the Second Cooperatives Registrars’ Forum
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social changes, there is a need to reinvent, remodel and reorganise to stay relevant to members 
and society at large. This requires conducive and enabling legal and policy frameworks to increase 
the ease of cooperative business in Asia-Pacific.

The Forum showcased three technical sessions with five sub-sessions, each addressing the theme 
of enabling legal and policy frameworks: Status of cooperative development in the 21st century 
- Report on legal frameworks on cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific region; National Statements on 
regulation, governance and status of cooperatives – Efforts by the State in promoting inclusive 
cooperative societies; Cooperatives in promotion of sustainable food systems and production; 
Increasing employment and entrepreneurship through cooperatives; and a Panel Discussion. 
Technical experts and representatives from various countries and sectors discussed and presented 
key issues around legal frameworks, work, ownership and the new generation of cooperatives.

The main findings of the Forum underscored the need for cooperatives to: adopt progressive, 
enabling and inclusive approaches in cooperative legislation and governance; encourage youth 
participation, build networks and partnerships for coop development; strive for recognition of 
the contribution of cooperatives in achieving sustainability; focus on collecting scientific data and 
statistics on cooperatives and their socioeconomic impact on communities, interpret the data, 
and publish reports on a regular basis. 

Mr. Ariel Guarco and Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer with  
cooperative representatives in Korea

Delegates during the Second Cooperative Registrars’  
Forum in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Panelists during the Second Cooperative Registrars’ Forum

http://www.icaap.coop


We, the 315 participants, including 63 women from 22 countries having participated in the 2nd ICA-
AP Cooperative Registrars’ Forum on Creating enabling Legal Framework and Policies to promote 
sustainable development of cooperatives in 21st century,

Reaffirm our commitment to the previous resolutions including the 10th ICA-AP Cooperative 
Forum on Cooperatives Help Economies become more Resilient and Sustainable [Tehran (Iran) 
28/11/2018], the 10th Asia Pacific Cooperative Ministers’ Conference on Multi-Stakeholder 
Partnerships in Realizing the Sustainable Development Goals [Hanoi (Viet Nam) 20/04/2017] and 
the 1st Asia Pacific Cooperative Registrars’ Conference on Sound Tuning of Cooperative Law, 
Policy & Regulation, and Primary Cooperative Bye-Laws [Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) 11/12/2013] 
adopted by ICA Member Organizations in the Asia and Pacific in agreement with their partners and 
stakeholders such as participating Representatives of Governments, International Development 
Actors and Inter-Governmental Agencies concerned with the promotion and development of 
cooperatives, and the various international declarations on Sustainable Development contained 
therein,

Uphold the ICA Statement on Cooperative Identity [Manchester (United Kingdom) 23/09/1995], 
the ILO Recommendation 193 concerning the Promotion of Cooperatives [Geneva (Switzerland) 
20/06/2002], and the various international legal instruments enshrined therein, as well as the 
UN Guidelines aimed at creating a supportive environment for the development of cooperatives 
(2001),

Recognize the effort of the 20th International Conference of Labour Statisticians on endorsing for 
the set of Guidelines concerning Statistics of Cooperatives [Geneva (Switzerland) 10-19/10/2018] 
and that of the International Community in adopting the Resolution A/RES/72/239 during the 
72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (2017) on the Decade of Family Farming 
(2019-2018), and the responsibility accorded to partners of the ICA namely Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)

Acknowledge gender equality as a key feature of the cooperative movement worldwide, Emphasize 
inclusion of members and employees (jobs/other economic activities) representing 3 million 
enterprises, in the cooperative movement worldwide, Propose to undertake the following actions 
in consonance with the SDG 17 “Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable development”

1. Urge governments to adopt a progressive and enabling approach to cooperative regulation 
in the 21st Century to better accommodate changing economic and social needs, diversity, 

Resolution of the Forum

Adopted on April 18, 2019

6



technology and demographic realities by ensuring regular review and strengthening of the 
legal, judicial and administrative provisions while protecting and promoting independence 
and autonomy of cooperatives through participation in the ongoing exchange of data, ideas & 
knowledge, and including best practice in the design and implementation of policy and legal 
frameworks to promote cooperative development.

2. Urge governments, cooperative institutions and stakeholders to encourage 
inclusivity by recognizing and supporting all types of enterprise, start-ups, associations and 
self-help organizations that observe the cooperative principles and tend towards adoption of 
the cooperative statement of identity thereby encouraging participation and involvement of 
youth in the cooperative movement,

3. Call upon local, national, regional and international cooperative networks to seek 
and ensure public recognition of the contribution of cooperatives by governments and 
stakeholders at national level and international levels in achieving SDGs by supporting local 
economies across sectors and in realizing the social and cultural needs and aspirations 
of people, especially vulnerable sections of the society including the elderly, people with 
disabilities, indigenous communities and refugees,

4. Call upon national, regional and international apexes to collaborate and partner with 
concerned stakeholders including governments ad inter-governmental actors, international 
organizations at national and regional levels to collect scientific data and information and 
statistics on cooperatives and their socio-economic impact on communities, interpret the 
data and publish accessible reports on a regular basis,

5. Call upon national and regional cooperatives networks to strengthen the role of Federations 
in ensuring ‘Good Governance’ by creating conducive environment for doing cooperative 
business through high standards of education and training; production of guidelines and 
resources; and encourage regular auditing and reporting of financial performance as well as 
of governing bodies; and adopt innovative communication technologies to enable democratic 
participation in decision making and the broader dissemination of information to members,

6. Call upon cooperatives and stakeholders to foster and forge partnerships in 
promoting autonomous and independent cooperative ecosystem that operates in tandem 
with other forms of enterprises, while seeking to secure recognition and policy support for 
cooperatives addressing issues that concern the welfare of society at large, including on 
contemporary matters such as disaster preparedness, management and relief; food security; 
waste management; renewable energy and care for the elderly, homeless and disabled.

7
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The ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting was held at the Kigali Convention Center (Rwanda) on October 
13, 2019. The board meeting was chaired by Li Chunsheng, Chairperson of the Regional Board 
and attended by 31 participants, including 13 board members, observers and interpreters.

The items discussed at the meeting were: ICA-AP Activities Report for March to August 2019; 
membership situation (ICA-AP has 108 organisations from 33 countries); financial report for 
January to June 2019; ICA-AP Activity Plan and Budget for 2020; Updates from the ICA-EU project; 
women and youth committees; Iran Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC) proposal for Cooperative 
Research and Development Centre in Iran; and venue and date of 2020 Regional Assembly.

Inter-Regional Workshop on Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

The Inter-Regional Workshop on Cooperatives in Educational Institutions was a joint event 
organised by ICEI in collaboration with ICA Africa under the ICA-EU Partnership, in Kigali on 
October 14, 2019. The objective of the workshop was to share knowledge between ICA members 
and other stakeholders about cooperatives in educational institutions. It also aimed at sharing 

Delegates at the Inter- 
Regional Workshop on  

Cooperatives in Educational 
Institutions at Kigali

ICA Conference Cooperatives  
for Development and General 
Assembly, Kigali

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting
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technical know-how about the management of cooperatives in educational institutions with ICA 
members in the Africa.

The workshop was attended by 51 participants from diverse backgrounds including policy makers, 
students, university management and staff, and youth from Rwanda, Tanzania, Botswana, Kenya, 
South Africa, Uganda, DR Congo, Colombia, Somalia, Lesotho, Ethiopia, Ivory coast, Nigeria, 
Morocco, Ghana, Pakistan and Belgium. The workshop opened with addresses by Dr. Sifa Chiyoge, 
Regional Director ICA-Africa; Dr. Jean Ngamije, Vice Chancellor of the University of Lay Adventists 
of Kigali (UNILAK); and Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director ICA-AP. It was followed by a 
brief presentation on the ICA-EU Partnership by Mr. Marc Noel, the International Development 
Director of the ICA-EU Partnership.

During the first session, the ICEI Co-Secretary Dr. Dongre, made a presentation on cooperatives 
in educational institutions in the Asia and Pacific region and gave examples of the work of campus 
cooperatives across sectors including housing, credit, consumer and multipurpose campus 
cooperatives from India, Philippines, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. This session focused on the history 
and evolution of campus cooperatives in the region and the possibilities of different types of 
campus cooperatives. This successfully captured the audience’s interest and helped set the 
learning mood!

This was followed by showcasing school and university cooperatives from Malaysia, Japan, Lesotho 
and South Africa. The afternoon session comprised of group work, where the participants 
deliberated on six questions:

 z How to overcome legal issues in forming cooperatives in educational institutions?

 z What can be the role of teachers, students and apex cooperatives in facilitating cooperatives 
in educational institutions?

 z What can be the role of relevant stakeholders and support structures in furthering the 
movement (model bylaws)?

 z What kind of business development plans can be devised for cooperatives in educational 
institutions?

 z What are the expectations from government to facilitate the formation of cooperatives in 
educational institutions?

 z How to create awareness about cooperatives in educational institutions?

In the closing session, the participants shared their feedback on the workshop and noted that 
they would go back to their respective countries and explore the possibilities of promoting and 
setting up cooperatives in educational institutions. Dr. Jean Ngamije thanked ICEI and ICA-Africa 
for conducting the workshop, acknowledging it as an enriching experience for UNILAK and other 
participants.

http://www.icaap.coop
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Enhancing Gender  
Equality:

SDG 5

Cooperatives are partners to global, national, regional and local institutions to achieve sustainable 
development. Of the 17 Goals, “SDG 5: Achieve Gender Equality and empower all women and girls” 
is cross cutting and at the same time a ‘stand-alone goal’. The goal seeks to address key challenges 
such as poverty, inequality, and violence against women and girls. ICA-AP has focused on an 
enabling legal and policy environment; equal participation at all levels, especially at leadership and 
decision making; skill development for socio-economic empowerment; and regular collection and 
use of sex-disaggregated data to track progress.

 Highlights

ICA-AP was represented by Dr. Nandini Azad, Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee on Women, at the 
63rd UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) held in New York from March 9 to 15, 2019. 
CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body dedicated to the promotion of gender equality 
and the empowerment of women. CSW has been instrumental in promoting women’s rights, 
documenting the reality of women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards 
on gender equality and the empowerment of women. Dr. Azad was able to make a successful 
intervention to the UN Secretary General (SG), António Guterres, during a Town Hall meeting 
between the SG and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and bring focus on cooperatives.

From July 14 to August 10, ICA-AP organised the third training course on Empowering Women in 
Business and Management of Agricultural Cooperatives. This training was co-organised with MAFF 
under the umbrella project on Capacity Building in Agriculture Sector in Asia and Africa, 2017-
2020. The third training course was held in Thailand and Japan with six women participants 
from five countries, India, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand. The course is a combination of 
classroom lectures and field visits. Some of the important topics covered during the training 
included (a) Development of Agricultural Cooperatives in Japan; (b) Women’s Associations of 
Japanese Agricultural Cooperatives; (c) Rural Women’s Entrepreneurship (marketing and local 
agro-processing); and (d) Women’s Participation in Rural Development. At the end of the course, 
participants are expected to devise an action plan for their respective countries, where they will 
utilise their knowledge from the course and implement projects.

ICA-AP along with SEWA Cooperative Federation and SEWA Bharat, with support of the ICA-EU 
Partnership, organised the National Workshop for Women’s Cooperatives in Ahmedabad, India. 
The workshop was organised from August 8 to 9, at Navajivan Trust, a publication house established 
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by Mahatma Gandhi. The 
workshop stemmed from the 
need to empower women’s 
cooperatives, by focusing on 
access to finance, leveraging 
technologies to boost business, 
networking and marketing 
linkages for goods and services, 
and creating an enabling 
and conducive environment. 
The sessions were organised 
around providing financial 
literacy to women, having a 
sustainability plan in place 
before applying for loans, and reducing reliance on external financing. The session on Digital 
Technologies for Cooperatives, highlighted how technology breaks information asymmetry and 
increase access to information. Women’s cooperatives need to align with local and global value 
chains to reach out to consumers. The concluding session looked at governance mechanisms for 
cooperatives and the discussions focussed on the existing environment for growth of women’s 
cooperatives, and sharing of policy bottlenecks and regulatory hurdles.

The ICA-AP Committee on Women in collaboration with NCUI, and with support from JCCU organised 
an International Workshop on Enhancing Gender Equality in Cooperative Business in New Delhi, India 
from August 20 to 22, 2019. The objectives of the workshop were to take stock of the status and 
conditions of women in cooperatives and identify actions to promote gender equality and end 
discrimination at the workplace. The workshop focused on two broad issues – promoting gender 
equality in the workplace by looking into issues around parity, opportunity, safety, and mobility; 
and improving data, especially gender-disaggregated data. Sixteen international participants 
from Bhutan, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and 29 women leaders 
and functionaries engaged in women empowerment activities from India participated in the 
workshop. The participants successfully deliberated on strengthening policy (affirmative action 
and better monitoring), redesigning rules to target individuals (women) rather than households 
in membership, mainstreaming gender in work policies (addressing safety and mobility), and 
targeting development programmes. The workshop also dwelled on how apex federations can 
use gender disaggregated data to plan, implement, monitor and evaluate, to mainstream gender 
equality in cooperatives and expand member base and outreach.

The ICA-AP Committee on Women in collaboration with the National Cooperative Council of Sri 
Lanka (NCCSL), and with the support from JCCU organised a training of trainers on ‘Management 
Capacity Building of Women and Gender Integration in Cooperative Development’ at NCCSL from 
4 to 8 November, in Colombo. The training was aimed at sensitising women cooperators from Sri 
Lanka on gender-based discrimination in cooperatives; helping identify challenges for women’s 
participation in cooperatives at different levels, especially at management and/or decision making 
level; and coming up with suggestions to overcome these challenges. The training included a special 

(L-R) Ms. Cardona Flores, Ms. Vasudha Mishra, Ms. Anahita Eslahpazir and  
Ms. Suriyaaarachchi P Shanti.

http://www.icaap.coop
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session on gender-disaggregated data that would be critical in the formulation of cooperative 
legislations and policies. Twenty-five individuals from ICA member organisations in Sri Lanka and 
the Department of Cooperative Development participated in the training.

 Case Study

National Confederation of Coops Inc. (NATCCO), Philippines 

In 2009, with the passing of RA 9710 under the Magna Carta of Women, Philippine law was 
amended to enhance women’s participation in the workforce and enable gender equality. Under 
this law, there would be an increase in recruitment and training of women across different sectors, 
increase in female participation and representation, development and promotion of gender 
sensitive curriculum, special health and service benefits for women, and other rights relating to 
food security, housing, work, livelihood, etc. Within NATCCOs member cooperatives, 52% of the 
Board of Directors is composed of women, and 66% of overall members are women.

NATCCO has been at the forefront in addressing gender related issues within the cooperative 
movement in the Philippines. In the August 2019 workshop on Enhancing Gender Equality in 
Cooperative Business, NATCCO presented best practices on social performance in relation to 
gender equality within its members. In 2015, the Social Performance Task Force Assembly in 
Cambodia awarded NATCCO staff a scholarship for their work on promoting the application of 
Universal Standards on Social Performance in cooperatives. Every two years, NATCCO holds the 
Gender Congress to elect women representatives to their Board. The NATCCO HR manual has 
a number of progressive policies providing support to single women to deal with gynaecological 
issues, readmission to work after pregnancy, support to victims of domestic violence, encouraging 
participation in conferences on gender and development, and gender sensitivity training to the 
board, staff and members.

NATCCO has entered into gender-responsive economic partnerships through the STAR 
programme, with Coca Cola and the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA). Coops with women retail store owners participate in this programme, receive store 
training and access to resources. Seven trainers from NATCCOs member coops receive TESDA 
trainers training. Under the Gender Responsive Economic Actions for Transformation of Women 
Project, NATCCO is establishing linkages with local and international organisations to enhance 
partnerships to upgrade women run micro, small and medium enterprises. Under this project, 
some of the interventions are, financial literacy, with a gendered lens; women entrepreneurship 
and management; business finance; and gender responsive value chain analysis.

 Spotlight

Interview with Ms. Tshering Wangmo, Department of Agricultural Marketing 
& Cooperatives (DAMC), Bhutan. Ms. Wangmo participated in the workshop 
on Enhancing Gender Equality in Cooperative Business, in Delhi, India, 
August 2019.

Ms. Tshering Wangmo, 
DAMC, Bhutan
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Q1. Why is enhancing gender equality relevant for cooperatives?

Cooperatives provide the platform for communities to come together, plan together, work 
together and succeed together, creating avenues for self-employment, and providing employment 
to others. They build on the strength of the community by involving the elderly, women, youth and 
the under privileged. Cooperatives also don’t involve a fixed routine, but enable working at one’s 
convenience and comfort.

Statistics point out that an increasing number of women who work on farms need to care for the 
elderly and children, deal with excessive drudgery and labour with age old farm equipment. In 
Bhutan, more than 95% of the Farmer Groups and Cooperatives are engaged in activities relating 
to Renewable Natural Resources (RNR) sector involving agriculture, livestock and forestry. Majority 
of the tasks related to the RNR sector is taken up by women, the elderly and the under privileged. 
Therefore, enhancing gender equality is relevant and important for cooperatives.

Q2. What were your main takeaways from the ICA-AP workshop? 

 z Women are vulnerable and take on a majority of unpaid household chores (cleaning, washing, 
cooking, babysitting, taking care of the sick and elderly, kitchen gardening, etc.), in addition to 
juggling paid work.

 z Women should be empowered to reach their full potential through supportive policies, 
incentives, subsidies, and capacity development.

 z There cannot be inclusive growth without women’s participation in the economy.

 z Women face 5 major constraints: access to capital, contract establishment, community 
networking, capacity development, and confidence to do what they want to do.

 z The prevalence of conscious and unconscious gender bias impacts decisions.

 z Encourage and facilitate women’s participation in decision making platforms. We can’t achieve 
inclusion without getting women on board.

 z Visibility of male and female role models: women will not have true authority until men share 
the responsibility of raising the next generation.

 z Women who reach the top should mentor and empower other women to overcome barriers. 
Both men and women should be equal partners in mobilising gender equity.

Q3. What are the immediate and long-term steps DAMC will undertake in order to boost 
gender equality within cooperatives in Bhutan?

1. Farm mechanisation: leverage innovation and technology to reduce drudgery and provide 
equal opportunity for women and youth, to unlock the full potential of the workforce.

2. Create a favourable environment and systems to enable women’s equal participation in 
community meetings and General Assembly meetings of cooperatives.

3. Build capacity in women’s leadership, value addition, and financial literacy.

4. Increase public accountability and transparency through strengthened book keeping.

5. Strengthen marketing of RNR products by strengthening farmer groups and cooperatives. 

http://www.icaap.coop
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Promoting Decent  
Work & Economic  

Growth:

SDG 8

‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’ urges the international community to “promote sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work 
for all.” As people-centred enterprises and key development actors, cooperatives have an 
important role to play in the creation of decent jobs and the social and economic empowerment 
of local communities. The second Cooperative Principle, ‘Democratic member control’ enables 
communities to own and govern cooperatives jointly bringing about inclusive and sustainable 
growth. The 2019 #Coopsday theme, Coops 4 Decent Work was chosen in support of SDG 8 to 
address widening inequality, increasing job insecurity and rising levels of unemployment.

 Highlights

ICA-AP organised Coopathon 2.0 on January 29 and 30, in New Delhi, India to popularise 
cooperatives amongst the youth and leverage technological solutions for problems faced by 
cooperatives. The second edition of Coopathon was to inculcate a culture of innovation and 
problem solving and in the process, expose youth to the values-based cooperative model. Ten 
teams from cooperatives, engineering and management colleges participated in the event. Team 
Tech-Coop(s) bagged the first prize by designing an online platform to bridge the gap between 
cooperatives and private companies, enabling companies to invest in cooperatives under their 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. Team Techmites was the first runner up. They 
addressed the problem given by Buldana Urban Coop Credit Society, coming up with a prototype 
to streamline warehouse transactions intended to maintain a database and save time. The 2nd 
runner up, Team Saksham took a shot at ICA-AP’s problem statement for developing an online 
platform where young people who wish to form cooperatives will find mentors, funding agencies 
and a knowledge repository.

The ICA-EU Partnership launched GCE, inspired by the success of Cooperatives Europe’s 
CoopStarter 2.0 Erasmus+ funded project. The underlying objective of the GCE project is to set 
up a global community of mentors, mutualise tools and resources, and implement activities for 
cooperative entrepreneurship. Five mentors from three countries, India, Indonesia and Malaysia, 
in the Asia-Pacific region were selected as GCE Mentors, to participate in the training facilitated by 
the Cooperative College of Manchester, United Kingdom, March. The GCE Ambassador training 
was organised in partnership with ULCCS in Kerala in November. The training focussed on capacity 
building through sessions on skills, knowledge and mentorship in setting up new cooperatives.  



International
Co-operative
Alliance
Asia and Pacific

15

It was broken down into five sessions, complemented with activities around cooperative principles, 
icebreakers, community building exercises and field visits.

The ICA-AP MBO, ICA-AP Consumer Committee, ANGKASA and JCCU jointly organised the Sustainable 
Development Goals Seminar on September 4-5, 2019 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The seminar 
focused on “SDG 8: Decent work and economic growth” was attended by more than 70 delegates 
including representatives from 20 member organisations of ICA-AP, Malaysian cooperative 
leaders, and resource persons. Presentations focused on the concept and measurement of SDG 
8, ANGKASA’s programmes for job creation and support to entrepreneurship, the contribution of 
financial cooperatives in Malaysia towards SDG 8, and building decent work and economic growth 
of Indonesian cooperatives.

 Case Study

Koperasi Edukarya Negeri Lestari (KEN8), Indonesia

The Koperasi Edukarya 
Negeri Lestari (KEN8) is a 
primary cooperative based 
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. It 
was established by Tauhid 
Aminulloh in 2014 with a focus 
on education on agricultural 
commodities and developing 
three commodities: coffee, tea 
and cocoa. The cooperative 
was driven by the idea 
to create a place to learn 
together, “That knowledge is 
public property not business, so it must be shared with anyone who needs it.” The most striking feature 
of this cooperative is the skill-based participation of members as opposed to just monetary 
contribution. The cooperative has its own coffee brand Wikikopi, which is promoted through their 
cafes. Café Wikikopi uses its space for nurturing young people, providing them with soft skills and 
concepts such as leadership, management, communication, and democracy. 

Delegates at the SDG 8: Decent work and economic growth seminar

Staff at Wikikopi. Image credit: Wikikopi

http://www.icaap.coop


16

Annual Activities Report 2019

 Spotlight

Interview with Mr. Pulkit Chugh, member of Tech-Coops, the winning team in 
Coopathon 2.0  

Q1. Congratulations on winning Coopathon 2.0! How was your 
experience of participating in the competition?

Coopathon 2.0 was a splendid experience for Tech-Coops. It was 2 days 
of brain storming, networking and great keynote sessions by people who are impacting the 
cooperative world. It gave us a platform to demonstrate our technological talent and use it to 
devise solutions to help cooperatives.

Q2. Please share your prize-winning idea with our readers!

A simple but impactful idea is enough to make a difference; that was our motto while choosing 
the idea for Coopathon. We developed a platform to connect small scale cooperatives with 
companies which are interested in helping cooperatives through their CSR initiatives. It’s basically 
Tinder for cooperatives and companies. The platform enables companies to help cooperatives 
with monetary, technical and managerial support.

Q3. How can cooperatives make youth today see the coop model as an appealing one?

Today’s youth is mainly attracted towards things which are the current hot topic in society. For 
instance, start-ups have boomed and are trending on every social platform. Cooperatives can 
draw great minds from youth by increasing their awareness of the cooperative business model 
and aligning with trends in popular culture. Coopathon is definitely a great step in this direction 
and I hope the movement continues to do so with further iterations.

Mr. Pulkit Chugh 
Tech-Coops

Participants at Coopathon 2.0 in New Delhi, India
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Developing Responsible 
Consumption and  

Production:

SDG 12

‘Sustainable consumption and production’ is about promoting resource and energy efficiency, 
providing access to basic services, ensuring green and decent jobs and delivering a better 
quality of life for all. Its implementation helps reduce future economic, environmental and 
social costs; strengthen economic competitiveness; and reduce poverty. Cooperation 
between producers and consumers is crucial to ensure sustainability along the supply chain. 
Cooperatives facilitate individual producers’ collective voice and negotiation power with key 
players across the supply chain for fairer returns to their members and communities. These 
collective efforts can foster participation and social dialogue across broader policy domains at 
the national and international level.

Cooperatives at both ends of the supply chain have been joining forces to shorten value chains, 
improve product traceability and adopt environmentally friendly practices. Strengthening 
cooperation among cooperatives, can create inclusive and transparent supply chains, result in 
mutual benefits for producers and consumers and accelerate a shift towards sustainability across 
the value chain.  

 Highlights

The ICA regional workshop for 
leaders on Social Contribution 
of Consumer Cooperatives in 
Asia-Pacific was held in Goesan 
County, Korea. The objectives 
of the workshop were to learn 
about iCOOP Korea, especially 
their social contribution policy 
through the Goesan Natural 
Dream Park, and to establish 
an international network 
of Consumer Cooperative 
leaders. ‘Natural Dream Parks’ 
established by iCOOP are Korea’s first eco-friendly organic food clusters. The grouping of food 
manufacturing facilities, product inspection and logistics centres in one geographic location 

Lecture at iCOOP
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facilitates procurement and processing of raw materials and prevents adulteration. Based on 
the concept of balancing people, industry and nature, Natural Dream Parks use local agricultural 
produce to provide reliable products to members, forges cooperation with local governments, 
creates jobs, and gradually revives local communities. Goesan Natural Dream Parks is the second 
cluster by iCOOP, with the first one in Gurye county in Jeollanam Province.

In 2017, MAFF introduced a new project Capacity Building for Asian and African Regions under 
the Government of Japan’s Official Development Assistance Programme. The first training 
course, only participants from African countries, was held in Malaysia and Japan in 2018. The 
second training was on ‘Fostering Leaders for Management and Development of Agricultural 
Cooperatives in Asia’. This was held for participants from Asian countries in Thailand and Japan in 
2019. The third ICA-MAFF Training Course on “Fostering Agricultural Cooperatives to Build Food 
Value Chain” was held in Japan. The objective of these training courses was to build capacity of 
agricultural cooperatives, strengthen capacity of agricultural, forestry and fisheries producers 
by building food value chains.

 Case Study

The Seikatsu Club Consumers’ 
Cooperative (SCCC) of Japan 
combines good business 
practices with social and 
ecological principles and a 
vision of a community- and 
people-centred economy. 
SCCC began in 1965, when a 
housewife in Tokyo organised 
200 women to buy 300 bottles 
of milk. It has since expanded 
from its buying activities 
to include production, 
distribution, consumption, disposal; social services and care for environment; and engagement in 
local development. The cooperative’s goal is to create a new lifestyle that protects the environment 
and overall health of the planet. SCCC is dedicated to the environment, empowerment of women, 
and towards the improvement of workers’ conditions, with the catch phrase, “safe food at 
reasonable prices”.

When the Club cannot find products of adequate quality to meet its ecological or social standards, 
it produces them itself, as has been the case with milk and soap. The cooperative emphasises 
direct contact between producers and consumers to humanise the market, particularly in food 
production. SCCC has campaigned against synthetic detergents, and has also formed independent 
networks in different prefectures to contest local elections. As of 2008, over 141 SCCC members 
are serving as local councillors.

Members of the Seikatsu Club Consumers’ Cooperative of Japan
Image credit: community-wellness.org
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 Spotlight

Interview with Mr. Faizal Khan, 
Director and Registrar of the 
Department of Cooperative 
Business at the Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism 
in Fiji. Mr. Khan

Q1. In what way do 
cooperatives enable 
responsible production and consumption, to build a sustainable social economy?

The Fijian Government National Development Plan is aligned with the global commitment 
including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement to achieve 
climate neutrality and a low emission world. The plan consists of a two-phase approach: inclusive 
socio-economic development and transformational strategic thrust. A wide range of sector 
policies and programmes have been established with detailed plans for implementation to 
achieve these goals. Innovative technologies will be adopted for industrial recycling, rainwater 
harvesting and storage, storm water and aquifer management, and the use of renewable 
energy for desalination plants. Building climate resilient water infrastructure will be a key 
aspect of all new projects. Rural and outer islands, decentralised renewable energy source 
such as solar and mini hydro, hybrid biofuel/diesel operated generators, and wind systems 
will be adopted where feasible.

Fiji currently has 382 operational cooperatives, 50% of which are engaged in production 
and consumption. We have cooperatives that operate eco lodges using solar systems in their 
operations. Three of our fishing cooperatives, situated in outer islands use solar energy to power 
their refrigeration. The Matababani Cooperative Ltd. was established to provide electricity through 
renewable energy to the village of Navosa, Fiji.

The ability to use resources effectively and maximise benefits is one of the key objectives of the 
cooperative model. It is inbuilt in the values and principles of cooperatives to look after member 
needs and share the benefits that are derived from its services. Cooperatives can thus, potentially 
be the agents to achieve the aims of building and sustaining a social economy.

Q2. Can you highlight the key outcomes from the Pacific Development Forum which 
would be particularly useful in enabling cooperatives to implement SDG 12?

A key resolution was to promote cooperation amongst cooperatives. This includes, but not 
limited to:

 z Information and knowledge sharing on sustainable practices for each sector;

 z Transacting or conducting business and trade amongst cooperatives within the region; 

 z Technical trainings, including promoting resource and energy efficiency in operations.

Mr. Faizal Khan (far right) with fellow panellists during the session:  
Cooperation among cooperatives – Cooperative training and education in  

Oceania at the Pacific Development Forum in Australia.

http://www.icaap.coop


20

Annual Activities Report 2019

Q3. What are the main challenges to cooperatives in the Pacific that might prevent them 
from implementing SDG 12? How can these be overcome?

 z Challenges faced in the Pacific would be similar to those of other developing countries. 
However, our unique wide geography and remoteness adds its own set of challenges. Fiji is 
supportive of the SDG Agenda, as is reflected in our National Development Plan. However, 
the Pacific islands are encouraged to adopt more environmentally friendly and sustainable 
policies. Additionally, creating an enabling environment is critical in attracting investments in 
these areas.

 z More technical awareness/training sessions are needed in the region to fully understand the 
benefits of adopting such practices. This is where the Pacific can capitalise on their youth 
population as agents of change and also strengthen cooperation amongst cooperatives.

 z It is also important for our context to encourage business and consumers to recycle and 
reduce waste.

We do admit that a lot more needs to be done and we look forward to expanding our horizons in 
this area.

ICA-MAFF training participant showcasing the  
Aloe Vera drink in Thailand

Group discussion during SDG13 Workshop in Bangkok, Thailand

NACCFL representatives at the Trade Fair in China
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Facilitating  
climate action:

SDG 13

Climate change is now affecting every country on every continent, disrupting national and local 
economies and lives. Weather patterns are changing and becoming extreme, sea levels are 
rising, and greenhouse gas emissions are at their highest levels in history. There is an urgent 
need to address climate action through sustainable enterprises. Cooperatives are an important 
vehicle to achieve the global goals as the model enables undertaking environmental action, while 
capacitating social inclusion & justice.

ICA-AP has been advocating for the greater participation of cooperatives in the protection of the 
environment, as well as building capacities of members to undertake climate action. ICA is working 
to strengthen the know-how and skills of cooperatives across the SDGs and helping cooperative 
enterprises respond to the UN’s call for action.

 Highlights
ICYC organised the second Go Green campaign to commemorate International Mother Earth Day 
on April 22. In 2019, ICYC was joined by the ICA-Africa Youth Network in its initiative to promote 
action by youth on SDG 13. The theme of the campaign was protect your species by ethical planting. 
It ran for three days from April 21 to 23 and over 200 youth from India, Indonesia, Iran, Nepal, the 
Philippines and Pakistan undertook tree plantation drives in their offices and neighbourhoods.

The ICA-AP Regional Capacity Building Program on SDG-13, themed ‘Save the Environment to 
Sustain Future Generations’ was held in Bangkok, Thailand. The program was co-organised by 
the ICA-EU Partnership, ACFSMC and CLT. The capacity building program was conceptualised and 
designed in consultation with GIZ, Thailand, to build the capacity of leaders and managers of 
cooperatives. The objectives of the program were to raise awareness, enhance capacity and build 
partnerships among member cooperatives, focusing on three specific targets of SDG 13:

1. Target 13.B - mechanisms to address Climate Action

2. Target 13.2 - integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning

3. Target 13.3 - improve education, raise awareness and build human and institutional capacity 
on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning.

The training programme had 31 participants from 8 countries across Asia and Africa: Botswana, 
China, India, Maldives, Nigeria, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. Themes covered were: Change 
before climate change us, triple benefits of being more efficient and emitting less, developing climate 
change narrative, analysing the impact of climate change on cooperative businesses, planning 
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climate action with select management 
tools, climate finance, and developing a 
pledge on climate change. At the end of 
the workshop, participants had deepened 
their understanding on SDG13 and its 
relevance for cooperatives. They explored 
and analysed climate change impact on 
various sectors (agriculture, fisheries and 
consumer), and exchanged best practices 
to reduce and cope with climate change 
risks. A number of case studies on positive 
environmental action by cooperatives in the 
region were showcased as a means of new 
opportunities for sustainable living.

 Case Study

During the ICA-AP Regional Capacity Building Program on SDG-13 in Thailand, a number of case 
studies and best practices were shared by participants and trainers in the region to highlight 
efforts by cooperatives to address climate-related concerns.

The Philippines has been ranked as the 5th most affected country from climate risks (2018). Every 
year, the country is impacted by a climate-related natural disaster. Taking cognisance of these 
impacts, the NATCCO Network recognised the importance of social mission for cooperatives, in 
addition to their financial responsibility towards members.

NATCCO advocated for cooperatives to be disaster ready, while creating business continuity 
programmes. The NATCCO Environment, Health and Safety Committee partnered with the Quezon 
City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office to facilitate the Incident Command System 
Orientation and Disaster Preparedness Training for NATCCO’s emergency response team. Around 
39 participants from NATCCOs team were given learning sessions in disaster preparedness and 
earthquake drills.

In 2014, the NATCCO General Assembly resolved and created the Resiliency Fund to help 
cooperatives hit by disasters. Php 5.5 million in soft loans were released in 2018 to finance lending 
and operations of four cooperatives hit by typhoons.

Participants and Dignitaries at the ICA-AP Regional Capacity Building Programme on  
SDG 13: Save the environment to sustain future generations

Group activity at the SDG13 Climate Action training.
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 Spotlight

Interview with Ms. Than Thuy, Officer of 
International Cooperation, VCA

Ms Thuy participated in the ICA-AP Regional 
Capacity Building Program on SDG-13: Action to 
Respond to Climate Change.

Q1. How would you describe your experience 
participating in the SDG 13 training?

ICA-AP set out the objective of the training to raise 
awareness and strengthen capacity. The training 
method of participative group discussions 
followed by individual action plan was particularly 
helpful. It was insightful to hear participants share their experiences on monitoring indicators in 
non-product output volumes, improving productivity while reducing production costs, reducing 
environmental waste, and economising production.

Q2. Why do you think it is crucial for cooperatives to focus on climate action?

With a worldwide network of members primarily engaged in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, ICA 
plays an important role in promoting actions to combat climate change. Climate change and these 
three sectors share a complex and interdependent relationship, making it crucial for cooperatives 
to focus on sustainable development in their economic activities. An example of how cooperatives 
can take such steps towards sustainable actions was shared by participants during the workshop: 
The Refill Station (Bangkok) model is the first store in Thailand that sells a wide range of items 
that restrict the use of unnecessary packaging and waste. Customers who bring the package/
product bags to the Refill Station to buy goods receive a 10% discount, compared to buying 
packaged products. Prior to launching this model, the founding team took a relatively long time 
to test the model and conduct consumer surveys. Currently, the store promotes products online 
and is gradually expanding its business. This example shows how the government, businesses 
and individuals in Thailand have come together to implement sustainable development actions 
towards protecting the environment. Their slogan is “We must change before the climate changes us.“

Q3. What is VCAs vision in contributing to responsible consumption and production of 
goods and services?

VCA aims to send proposals to international development organisations to mobilise resources 
for implementing projects in agriculture, forestry and fishery cooperatives, to help build capacity 
for coping with climate change. VCA is also making the case to its Chairman to allow relevant 
departments and units in the system to integrate climate change impact assessments and coping 
mechanisms/plans in their cooperative support activities.

In 2020, VCA will be organising workshops and seminars focused on and sustainable development 
for the cooperative sector. We look forward to receiving support and assistance from ICA-AP, and 
other related international organisations to carry out these activities.

Ms. Than Thuy, Officer of International Cooperation, VCA

http://www.icaap.coop
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Furthering  
Partnerships:

SDG 17

The SDGs can only be realised with strong global partnerships and cooperation. Improving access to 
technology and knowledge is an important way to share ideas and foster innovation. Coordinating 
policies to help developing countries manage their debt, as well as promoting investment for 
the least developed, is vital for sustainable growth and development. SDG 17 aims to enhance 
North-South and South-South cooperation by supporting national plans to achieve all the targets. 
Promoting international trade and helping developing countries increase their exports is part of 
achieving a universal rules-based and equitable trading system that is fair, open and equitable.

ICA-AP plays a vital role in connecting important stakeholders such as members, international 
agencies and national governments to create awareness about the SDGs, exchange knowledge, 
implement action plans, and develop methods to monitor progress being made on the Goals. 
2019 has been an important year with events centred on creating and strengthening partnerships 
on SDGs within the cooperative ecosystem.

 Highlights
ICA-AP in partnership with the ICA-EU Project and with support from the Indian Farmers Fertilizer 
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO), India organised the first Young Development Professionals’ Meeting (YDPM) 
in Gurugram, India. The YDPM was intended for young professionals and students interested 
in pursuing careers in local, national and international development, to engage, network, share 
knowledge and aspirations, and discover the cooperative business model as a democratic and 
value-based economic enterprise model. The meeting saw ethical entrepreneurs and community 
leaders from Asia-Pacific share their stories, struggles and successes. The idea for YDPM stemmed 
from the belief that both cooperatives and CSOs have sustainable development in their fabric and 
can learn from each other, strengthening efforts to achieve the mandates under Agenda 2030. 
The broad objectives of the YDPM was to foster development partnerships among CSOs and 
cooperatives, generate awareness on the cooperative enterprise model, and create joint action & 
research plans addressing community action to achieve SDGs.

ICA-AP and ICA Africa in collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism, Air Transport, Handicraft and Social 
Economy, the Kingdom of Morocco, and with support from the ICA-EU Partnership organised the First 
Cooperative Development Conference for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) countries, aimed 
at fostering partnerships to enhance collective action on SDGs. The objective of the conference was to 
enhance awareness and engagement of stakeholders in MENA on SDGs, develop networking among 
cooperatives, and increase interactions with CSO networks to foster multi-stakeholder partnerships 
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for development. The 
conference dedicated two 
days to discuss key areas 
of interest for cooperatives 
in MENA countries: legal 
and political environment 
for the development of 
cooperatives; emerging 
trends in the fields of 
renewable energy, services 
and education; promote 
C2C trade; and the role of CSOs to protect the environment and ensure the rights of marginalised 
people. The conference helped underscore the need for cooperative federations to work closely with 
ICA to leverage synergies of global partnerships and economies of scale.

ICA-AP and UON, with support from the ICA-EU Partnership, organised the Second ICA-AP Forum 
on Development of Cooperatives in Pacific Islands. The Forum was useful in bringing cooperative apex 
organisations in Australia and New Zealand closer to the stakeholders representing cooperatives 
in the Pacific. The Forum was a follow-up to the one organised in Vanuatu in 2018 and aimed at 
mainstreaming representation from Pacific cooperatives within the ICA’s development processes. 
The members in Pacific Island countries were encouraged to undertake needs assessments and 
identify gaps, to strengthen the capacity of primaries to form federations, and promote and develop 
federations. ICA-AP can facilitate such an exercise with support from experts and member networks.  

 Case Study

In October 2019, ICA-AP entered into an agreement with Aflatoun International, as part of our 
mandate to establish and strengthen relations and partnerships with CSOs at the regional level. The 
agreement was signed at the Aflatoun Global Social & Financial Skills Conference held at Amsterdam.

Aflatoun International works on building financial literacy among children and youth. In the 
Philippines, ICA member NATCCO works closely with Aflatoun to promote financial literacy and 
savings culture in laboratory cooperatives. Under this agreement, ICA-AP will work closely with 
Aflatoun International to carry out joint activities with credit and youth cooperatives across the 
Asia-Pacific region. The partnership will work by sharing and pooling resources and networks, 
organising events and trainings to benefit the cause of social and financial education, and 
cooperatives, while scaling up best practices in the region.

 Spotlight

Interview with Mr. John Paul Gonia, Project Manager, RedRoot Artists 
Cooperative, The Philippines who presented at the YDPM

Q1. What were the core points in your presentation at the YDPM?

My presentation first introduced RedRoot as a youth-enabled, values-
driven, and solutions-oriented cooperative. I also briefly discussed the major 

Participants at the Second ICA-AP Meeting on Development of Cooperatives in Pacific Islands. 

John Paul Gonia.

http://www.icaap.coop
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challenges faced by our cooperative in managing limited resources, professionalising our brand 
and our people, as well as ensuring sustainable growth. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I 
discussed the opportunities that the youth have, especially within the framework of cooperatives. 
I emphasised that cooperatives can be anything...from an artistic cooperative, to co-working 
cooperative, to outdoor apparel cooperative, to even airlines cooperative! No matter the type of 
cooperative, what’s really important is that we create organisations that fill the gaps in society, make 
people’s lives easier, and are user-centric. Our youth’s crazy ideas might just help make the world a 
better place. Much like in RedRoot, where our crazy ideas have eventually become a major part of 
our products and services. Finally, I encouraged those present to take advantage of all the help that 
they could get, especially in establishing their future start-ups or ventures, hopefully as cooperatives.

Q2. Why do you think such events are relevant in the contemporary context for 
cooperatives?

Cooperatives are increasingly becoming relevant in today’s society. As such, it is always a good 
idea for the youth to become engaged with, or at the very least become aware of cooperatives and 
the integral role that they play in society. This is especially true in the context of the Philippines 
wherein the start-up and innovation culture has just started to gain traction with the passing of 
various laws and the establishment of government initiatives that are primarily geared towards 
micro, small, and medium enterprises, a portion of which include cooperatives.

The YDPM, on a wider scale, can help the youth of today, become more aware of cooperatives 
and the cooperative movement. At best, these types of events aimed at today’s youth can help 
cooperatives become a major choice (alongside corporations, partnerships, joint-ventures, etc.), 
for today’s youth who wish to establish the organisations that will power the society of tomorrow. 
Cooperatives are one of the best frameworks to create tomorrow’s organisations as they have 
built in safeguards, through cooperative values and principles that ensure they are “democratically-
governed and function with an inherent sense of responsibility” towards society.

Q3. How does your organisation, RedRoot Artists Cooperative, contribute to the inclusion 
of youth in cooperatives?

RedRoot has always been a youth-driven organisation. Currently, our workforce is primarily 
composed of young professionals and leaders: the youngest is 21 years old, oldest is 50+ years 
old, and majority are in their mid 20s to early 30s. In 2019, we hired more student assistants 
(students who are currently pursuing tertiary education) than ever before. They, alongside our 
core staff, have become an integral part of RedRoot’s production staff. Together, we have achieved 
and surpassed our yearly target for growth, even laying the foundation of our expansion and 
opening of another office in Cebu.

RedRoot also maintains a wide network of young artists and professionals, who can be called upon 
for assistance or help, schedule permitting. We have also advocated for the wider involvement of 
youth in cooperatives and have even consulted with other cooperatives who may want to set-up 
or support their own youth-driven cooperatives (i.e. laboratory cooperatives). We are humbled 
and honoured to be called on by ICA-AP in helping spread the cooperative movement.
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Research  
Updates from

2019

 Reports 

ICA-AP released two research 
reports carried out under the ICA-EU 
Partnership. Cooperatives in Industrial 
and Service Sectors in the Asia-Pacific 
Region is the result of a year-long 
research project undertaken by ICA-AP 
and the International Organisation of 
Cooperatives in Industry and Services 
(CICOPA), in close collaboration with 
ICA member organisations, research 
institutes, individual cooperatives 
and individual researchers. The study 
answered some of the questions from 
the world of work and cooperatives:

 z What are the contributions 
of cooperatives to work and 
employment?

 z What are the new emerging 
models of worker cooperatives in 
Asia-Pacific?

 z What are the different constituents 
of the ecosystem of a worker cooperative?

 z How can policies be amended for the conducive growth of worker cooperatives?

This Report highlights different models of industrial and service cooperatives in the Asia-Pacific with 
concrete examples. It raises ongoing issues on the role of cooperatives in contributing to decent 
work and provides analysis and recommendations for the creation of an ecosystem conducive to 
promoting these cooperatives. The full Report can be read here.

Cooperatives in industrial and 
service sectors in the Asia-Pacific region

International Cooperative Alliance Asia and Pacific & 

International Organisation of the Industrial and Service Cooperatives

Models, work and employment, 
ecosystem and public policies

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5
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  14th ICA-AP Cooperative Research 
Conference

The ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative Research 
(CCR) and UON, with support from the ICA-EU 
Partnership and the Young Scholars Initiative (YSI), 
organised the 14th ICA-AP Cooperative Research 
at UON, Australia. The conference on Cooperation 
among cooperatives and mutuals in the Asia-Pacific 
region – working together to achieve a flourishing 
and sustainable future was attended by more 
than 100 participants from 12 countries (Australia 
(60), Fiji (1), India (19), Indonesia (2), Japan (2), 
Kiribati (2), South Korea (2), Malaysia (2), Nepal 
(4), New Zealand (4), Timore Leste (1) and United 
Kingdom (2)). Researchers, policy makers, practitioners and students shared their experiences on 
related issues, and developed new networks and partnerships around cooperative research and 
education.

An Early Career Researchers’ (ECR) and Young Scholars’ workshop was conducted to provide 24 
young researchers with the opportunity to be mentored by senior academicians with experience 
in research and publication on cooperatives. This was the first time that an ICA-AP CCR conference 
had held such a workshop.

The Dr. Mauritz Bonow Young Researcher Award is a joint initiative of ICA-AP and the ICA Domus 
Trust. The ICA Domus Trust was set up in recognition of the valuable contributions made by Dr. 
Mauritz Bonow, the first President of ICA. The first prize was awarded to Ms. Heira Hardiyanti, 
Researcher, Institute for Indonesian Cooperatives Development studies, for her paper on worker 
cooperative in Indonesia: The Invisible Cooperative.  The second prize was awarded to Ms. 
Jihyun Jeong, Researcher, Sungkonghoe University, Seoul for her paper on How do local actors 
institutionalise global movement? The case study of Fair Trade in Korea.

 Country Snapshots

The country snapshots were produced within the ICA-EU project. They provide an overview of 
cooperatives in a country, touching upon their contributions to the national economy, the evolution 
of cooperatives, the laws in place, case studies, and their engagement with ICA, ICA-AP and other 
international organisations. 

ICA-AP has currently come out with country snapshots for Australia, China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Kiribati, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vietnam and Vanuatu. The country snapshots can be viewed at the ICA-AP website.

Winners of the Dr. Mauritz Bonow Young Researchers Award 
2019.  (L-R) Ms. Jihyun Jeong and Ms. Heira Hardiyanti

http://icaap.coop/node/5903


29

New Members in 2019

1 Cooperative Insurance System of the Philippines (1CISP) Life and General 
Insurance. 1CISP was organised as a cooperative to promote and engage in 
life insurance services. In 2018, 1CISP acquired R & B Insurance Corporation 
and was given authority to become a life and non-life insurance services 
cooperative. They operate nationwide with 10 satellite offices and 1 branch 
office, insuring mostly the underprivileged and farmers of the country.

The Department of Cooperative Business (DCB) from Fiji was admitted to ICA 
as an Associate Member. DCB which comes under the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism is responsible for formulating and implementing policies 
and strategies to facilitate the promotion, establishment and monitoring 
of cooperative businesses. DCB provides trainings and capacity-building to 
members of cooperatives and government officials.

The International Solidarity of Korea 
Cooperatives (ISKC) from South Korea joined 
as a full Member. ISKC is a new coalition of 
cooperative associations established in 2008 

by three former ICA members (the Korea Federation of Worker Cooperatives, Dure Consumer’s 
Cooperative Union, and the Korea Federation of University Cooperative). ISKC provides solidarity 
to Korean social and economy organisations. 

The Metro South Cooperative Bank (MSCB) is a cooperative bank in the 
Philippines. MSCB receives financial aid or loans from the government 
and Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas for and on behalf of cooperative banks 
and primary cooperatives. Their federations engage in business; supervise 
lending and collection of loans; act as a balancing medium for the surplus 

funds of cooperatives and their federations; and mobilizes savings from its member. They provide 
services not only to members of cooperative but also to the general public. Member-cooperatives 
of MSCB are also the stockholders/owner of the Bank and are not required to open a savings 
account.

http://cisp.coop/
http://www.mitt.gov.fj/divisions/department-of-cooperative-businesses/
www.mscb.com.ph/
http://www.workercoop.kr/
http://ica.coop/en/directory/member/36221
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The Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Cooperatives was established in 
1995. Its main functions are to enhance the development of the private sector 
including cooperatives and credit unions, provide business and cooperative 
training, auditing of cooperative and credit union societies; enhance the flow 
of foreign investment; promote and regulate business trade. There are more 
than 200 cooperative societies registered in Kiribati.

Taavon Insurance Company is the first cooperative insurance company 
in Iran. They have 1,500 members and 7 member societies and provide 
a diverse range of general and life insurance products through their 28 
branches and 300 agencies.

The Tirumalla Tirupati Multistate Cooperative Credit Society Limited is a 
Multi-State Cooperative Society registered under Multi State Cooperative 
Society Act 2002. The primary objective of the society is to uplift the social 
and financial status of its members by promoting/educating savings habit 
amongst them. The saving products can be in the form of fixed deposits, 
recurring deposits, monthly income schemes and other investment plans.

The Uralungal Labour Contract Cooperative Society Ltd. (ULCCS LTD) 
hails from Kozhikode in the Malabar region in North Kerala, India. ULCCS 
is a global model to the labour cooperative movement and its name is 
synonymous with quality, workmanship, precision and efficiency in their core 
area of construction. ULCCS has been acknowledged as the best Labour 
Cooperative Society in India by the Indian Cooperative Congress 2013, 
National Labour Cooperative Federation of India and National Cooperative 
Development Corporation.

https://mcic.gov.ki/
http://www.taavon-ins.ir/web_directory/8749-Taavon-Insurance-Home.html
http://www.ttmscredit.com/about_us.html
https://ulccsltd.com
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Looking Ahead:

2020

In 2019, ICA-AP and our members successfully carried out a number of projects and activities, 
focused on furthering the cooperative movement as a leader in sustainable development. We 
ended 2019 on a positive note, looking ahead to a number of exciting activities planned for. 
However, as we go to print our 2019 AAR, we are faced with an unprecedented global crisis, 
who’s impacts have crossed all borders. COVID-19 has brought people all over the world to a halt, 
seriously impacting personal lives and economic livelihoods. Cooperatives around the world, and 
ICA-AP, have not been immune to this situation. As of March 2020, we have had to temporarily 
close our physical offices and cancel all events and activities scheduled for the coming months. 

We are quickly adapting to the current norm of physical distancing and working remotely. Our 
work, interactions, and solidarity in the cooperative movement and with our members continues 
unabated. Our teams across regions are collaborating and supporting each other, improvising our 
work given current circumstances, and ensuring we remain as accessible to our members.

The response of our member cooperatives across Asia-Pacific to the COVID-19 situation in their 
respective communities and countries has been heart-warming, and speaks to the nature of the 
cooperative identity enshrined in our collective systems. Community concern remains foremost, 
as we all improvise to minimise the economic losses to our respective cooperative businesses, 
while contributing to relief measures, and ensuring access to essential services. ICA has developed 
a discussion platform on Loomio for all members to share their needs and challenges so we may 
all understand how we can help each other. We encourage all ICA-AP members to sign on to the 
Loomio platform here, and share our resources and information for the benefit of all. 

We remain positive during these daunting times and hope to resume our member engagements 
with renewed vigour, armed with the learnings from this tough period. We see this as a turning 
point in the collective socio-economic development of the world and take it as an opportunity to 
re-think and review our strategic priorities for further building cooperative resilience in the face 
of change.

https://www.loomio.org/international-cooperative-alliance-ica/
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ANNEXURE II -  
2019 Calendar of Events

1 Coopathon 2 #coops4dev; NCUI & IFFCO, 
India

New Delhi, India January 29-30, 
2019

2 Young Development 
Professionals’ Meeting 
(YDPM)

#coops4dev & IFFCO, India New Delhi, India January 30, 
2019

3 Cooperative Development 
Conference for Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) w

#coops4dev; ICA-Africa 
& Ministry of Tourism, Air 
Transport, Handicraft and 
Social Economy, Kingdom of 
Morocco

Marrakech, 
Morocco

February 4-6, 
2019

4 ICA-MAFF Training Follow-
up visits to Thailand and 
Philippines

Institute for the Development 
of Agricultural Cooperation in 
Asia (IDACA), Japan & CLT

Thailand & 
Japan

February 11- 
23, 2019

5 ICA-MAFF (Japan) Training 
Course on Fostering 
Leaders for Management 
and Development of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
in Asia

MAFF & IDACA, Japan; CLT, 
Thailand

Thailand & 
Japan

February 
5- March 16, 
2019

6 Annual Review Meeting of 
ICA-EU Project

#coops4dev Nairobi, Kenya March 4-8, 
2019

7 Training on Global 
Cooperative 
Entrepreneurship Tool

#coops4dev & Cooperative 
College of Manchester, UK

Manchester, 
United Kingdom

March 18-21, 
2019

8 ICA Regional Workshop 
for Leaders on ‘Social 
Contribution of Consumer 
Cooperatives in Asia-
Pacific’

JCCU; iCOOP Korea & ICA-AP 
Consumer Committee

Goesan County, 
Korea

April 8-12, 
2019

9 Regional Board meeting VCA, Vietnam Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam

April 16, 2019

10 Second Asia Pacific 
Cooperative Registrars’ 
Forum

#coops4dev & VCA Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam

April 17-19, 
2019

11 ICA-ACFSMC Regional 
Training Program on 
Development and 
Practices of Agricultural 
Cooperatives

ACFSMC Jinan, China June 10-15, 
2019

12 Coop Mic with Rajiv 
Khandelwal

 #coops4dev & ICA Domus 
Trust

New Delhi, India June 20, 2019

Activity TitleNo. Partners Location Period

http://www.icaap.coop
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13 ICA Regional Workshop 
for Managers on 
“Management of 
Consumer Co-ops”

JCCU, Japan & ICA-AP 
Consumer Committee

Singapore June 24-28, 
2019

14 National Workshop for 
Women’s Cooperatives

SEWA Federation; SEWA 
Bharat, India & #coops4dev

Ahmedabad, 
India

Aug 8-9, 2019

15 Training Programs for 
Managers of Consumer 
Co-ops in Japan (Summer)

JCCU; Coopdeli Consumers’ 
Cooperative Union & Miyagi 
Co-op, Japan

Japan July 15- 28, 
2019

16 3rd Training Course 
on ‘Empowering 
women in business 
and management of 
agricultural cooperatives

MAFF & IDACA, Japan & CLT, 
Thailand

Thailand & 
Japan

July 14- 
August 10, 
2019

17 National Women’s 
Cooperatives Workshop

#coops4dev & SEWA Bharat, 
India

Ahmedabad, 
India

August 8-9, 
2019

18 3rd ICA-Japan Training 
Course on ‘Fostering 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
to Build Food Value Chain’

MAFF & IDACA, Japan Japan August 19- 
September 
11, 2019

19 Workshop on Enhancing 
Gender Equality in 
Cooperative Businesses

#coops4dev; NCUI, India & 
ICA-AP Committee on Women

New Delhi, India August 20-22, 
2019

20 ICA-AP MBO Sustainable 
Development Goals 
Seminar 2019

ICA-AP MBO; JCCU, Japan; ICA-
AP Consumer Committee & 
ANGKASA, Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia

September 
4-5, 2019

21 ICA-AP NACF Joint 
Workshop on ‘Agricultural 
Cooperative System in 
Korea

NACF, Korea Seoul, Korea September 
24-27, 2019

22 ICA-MAFF Follow-up visit 
to Mongolia

IDACA, Japan Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia

October, 2019

23 Regional Board meeting ICA-Africa Kigali, Rwanda October 13, 
2019

24 Workshops on 
Cooperatives in 
Educational Institutions

ICA-Africa Kigali, Rwanda October 14, 
2019

25 ICA Regional Workshop 
for Managers on 
“Management of 
Consumer Co-ops”

JCCU, Japan & ICA-AP 
Consumer Committee

Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam

November 
4-7, 2019

26 Training of Trainers for 
Management Capacity 
Building of Women and 
Gender Integration in 
Cooperative Development

JCCU, ICA-AP Committee on 
Women & NCCSL

Colombo, 
Sri Lanka

November 
4-8, 2019

Activity TitleNo. Partners Location Period
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27 ICA-AP Regional 
Conference on Climate 
Action: SDG 13

#coops4dev; CLT & GIZ, 
Thailand

Bangkok, 
Thailand

November 19-
20, 2019

28 11th Annual Meeting of 
ICEI and International 
Seminar on Curriculum 
Development for 
Cooperative Education in 
Nepal

ICEI; #coops4dev; National 
Cooperative Development 
Board, Nepal; Department 
of Cooperatives; National 
Cooperative Federation Ltd.; 
Nepal Central Agriculture 
Cooperative Union Ltd.; 
Nepal Central Multipurpose 
Cooperative Union Ltd.; 
National Cooperative Bank 
Ltd. (NCBL); Nepal Federation 
of Savings and Credit 
Cooperative Union Ltd. 

Kathmandu, 
Nepal

November 25-
26, 2019

29 Training Programs for 
Managers of Consumer 
Co-ops in Japan (Winter)

JCCU & ICA-AP Consumer 
Committee

Tokyo/Kobe, 
Japan

November 18- 
December 1, 
2019

30 GCE Training of 
Ambassadors

#coops4dev & ULCCS, India Kerala, India November 24-
28, 2019

31 ICA-AP ANGKASA 
Cooperative to 
Cooperative (C2C) Seminar

ANGKASA, Malaysia Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia

November 28-
29, 2019

32 14th ICA-AP Cooperative 
Research Conference

UON, Australia Newcastle, 
Australia

December 12-
14, 2019

33 Second ICA-AP Meeting 
on Development of 
Cooperatives in Pacific 
Islands

#coops4dev & UON, Australia Newcastle, 
Australia

December 13, 
2019

Activity TitleNo. Partners Location Period

http://www.icaap.coop
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ANNEXURE III -  
ICA-AP BOARD MEMBERS

Mr.  Li Chunsheng Vice President, ACFSMC Chairperson

Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav President, NCUI Vice Chairperson

Ms. Chitose Arai Vice President, JCCU Vice Chairperson

Mr. H.A.M. Nurdin Halid President, DEKOPIN

Mr. Alireza Gharagozlou Vice President, Economic and 
International Affairs, ICC 

Mr. Byeong Won Kim Chairman, NACF

Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. 
Abdullah

President, ANGKASA

Mr. Keshav Prasad Badal Chairman, National Cooperative 
Federation of Nepal

Atty. Adolfo A. Ibañez Vice Chair, National 
Confederation of Coops

Mr. Kwek Kok Kwong Chairman, SNCF

Mr. W. Lalith A. Peiris President, NCCSL

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur Chairperson, ICYC, Karachi Coop 
Housing Societies Union Ltd.

Dr. Nandini Azad Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee 
on Women & President, Indian 
Cooperative Network for 
Women

Name TitleOrganisation
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ANNEXURE IV -  
ICA-AP SECTORAL AND THEMATIC COMMITTEES

ICA-AP Committee 
on Agriculture

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. K. Srinivasa Gowda, IFFCO, India
Dato' Kamarudin Ismail ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Ashok Taneja, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Consumer

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. Haruyoshi Amano, JCCU, Japan
Dr. Mohd. Azlan Yahya, ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Kok Guan Lim, National Trades Union Congress 
Fairprice, Singapore
Mr. Sungjoon Kang, JCCU, Japan

ICA-AP Committee 
on Cooperative 
Research

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Dr. Akira Kurimoto, JCCU, Japan
Dr. T. Paranjothi, NCUI, India
Mr. Mohit Dave, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Credit and 
Banking

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. P Shivadasan Nair, NAFCARD, India
Ms. Divina C Quemi, NATCCO, Philippines
Mr. K Kukreja, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Cooperatives 
in Educational 
Institutions (ICEI)

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary
Co- Secretary
Co- Secretary

Dr. Mohd. Azlan Yahya, ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Shinichi Maita, National Federation of University Coop 
Associations, Japan
Mrs. Indira Panta, NCBL, Nepal
Ms. Simren Singh, ICA-AP
Dr. Yashwantha Dongre, University of Mysore, India
Ms. Zenaida Diola, MMAFECCO, Philippines

ICA-AP Committee 
on Forestry

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. Seok Hyung, Lee, National Forestry Cooperatives 
Federation, Korea
Mr. S.P. Singh, Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop 
Ltd., India
Mr. Ashok Taneja, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Human Resource 
Development

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. R.P. Singh, IFFCO, India
Vacant
Mr. K. Sethu Madhavan, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Women

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Dr. Nandini Azad, NCUI, India
Ms. Chitose Arai, JCCU, Japan
Mr. Mohit Dave, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee 
on Youth 
Cooperation

Chairperson
Vice- Chairperson
Secretary
Co- Secretary

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur, Karachi Coop Housing Societies 
Union, Pakistan
Mr. Alireza Banaeifar, ICC, Iran
Ms. Simren Singh, ICA-AP
Ms. Anis Saadah, Indonesian Youth cooperative

Committee Name Name and OrganisationTitle



38

SINGAPORE
Singapore 
National 
Cooperative 
Federation Ltd. 
(SNCF)

BANGLADESH
Bangladesh Jatiya 
Samabaya Union (BJSU) 
Bangladesh Samabaya 
Bank Limited (BSBL)

SRI LANKA
National Cooperative Council of 
Sri Lanka (NCCSL)
SANASA Federation Limited
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative 
Societies Federation Ltd. 
(COOPFED)
Kotikawatta Thrift and Credit Coop 
Society Ltd. (KTCCS)
National Institute of Cooperative 
Development (NICD)

NEPAL
National Cooperative Federation of Nepal (NCFN)
Nepal Agricultural Coop Central Federation Ltd. (NACCF)
National Cooperative Bank Limited (NCBL)
National Cooperative Development Board (NCDB)
Nepal Multipurpose Central Coop Union Ltd. (NEMCCU)

THAILAND
Cooperative League of 
Thailand (CLT)
Association of Asian 
Confederation of Credit 
Unions (ACCU)

INDIA
National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI)
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO)
Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit Society (BUCCS)
Cooperative House Building & Finance Corporation Ltd. (CHBFC)
Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop Ltd. (IFFDC)
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd. (KRIBHCO)
National Agricultural Coop Marketing Federation of India
National Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development Banks’ 
Federation Ltd (NAFCARD)

National Cooperative Consumers’ Federation Ltd. (NCCF)
National Coop Development Corporation (NCDC)
National Federation of Fishers Coops Ltd (FISHCOPFED)
National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd. (NAFSCOB)
National Federation of Farmers Procurement, Processing 
Retailing Coops of India Limited (NACOF)
Uralungal Labour Contract Coop Society Ltd. (ULCCS)
Tirumalla Tirupati Multi-State Coop Credit Society (TTMSCC)

MALDIVES
Maldives Fishermen’s 
Association (MFA)

IRAN
Iran Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC)
Central Organization for Rural Cooperatives (CORC)
Central Union of Rural & Agricultural Coops of Iran 
(CURACI)
Iran Oilseeds & Vegetable Oil Processing Factories 
Cooperative (FARDA Coop)
Pishgaman Cooperative Union (PCU)
Supervision and Coordination Central Union of Rural 
and Agricultural Cooperatives (SCURA)
Tose’e Ta’avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
Rah-e-roshd Cooperative Educational Complex (RCEC)
Central Union of state Rural Production Coops of Iran 
(CURPC)
Taavon Insurance Company (TIC)

JORDAN
Jordan Cooperative 
Corporation (JCC)

PALESTINE
Economic & Social 
Development Center of 
Palestine (ESDC)
Palestinian Agricultural 
Cooperative Union (PACU)
Union of Housing 
Cooperatives in Palestine 
(PUHC)
Cooperative Work Agency 
(CWA)

KAZAKHSTAN
Union of Consumer Cooperation of 
the Rep. of Kazakhstan (UCCRK)

MONGOLIA
Mongolian National Cooperative 
Alliance (MNCA)
National Association of Mongolian 
Agricultural Coops-NAMAC

KYRGYZSTAN
Cooperatives Union of Kyrgyzstan (CUK)

BHUTAN
Department of 
Agriculture, Marketing 
& Coops (DAMC) 

KUWAIT
Union of Consumer 
Cooperative Societies (UCCS)

U.A.E
Sharjah Cooperative Society (SCS)

PAKISTAN
Karachi Coop Housing Societies 
Union Ltd. (KCHSU)

109 MEMBERS FROM 
32 COUNTRIES



39

AUSTRALIA
Capricorn Society Limited (CSL) 
Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. (CBH Group) 
Business Council of Cooperatives and Mutuals (BCCM)

KOREA
National Agricultural Cooperative 
Federation (NACF)
iCOOP
Korean Federation of Community 
Credit Coops (KFCCC)
Korean National Federation of 
Fisheries Coops (KNFFC)
National Credit Union Federation of 
Korea (NACUFOK)
National Forestry Cooperatives 
Federation (NFCF)
International Solidarity of Korea 
Cooperatives (ISKC)

INDONESIA
DEKOPIN (The Indonesian 
Coop Council)

FIJI
Nasinu Land Purchase & Housing 
Cooperative Ltd. (NLPHCL)
Department of Cooperative Business 
(DCB), Ministry of  of Industry, Fiji

KIRIBATI
Ministry of Commerce, Industry 
and Cooperatives (MCIC)

VANUATU
Office of Registrar of Cooperatives and 
Business Development Services (ORCBDS)

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Office of Cooperative 
Societies (OCS-PNG)

TIMOR LESTE
National Confederation of Coops 
of Timor Leste (CNCTL)

NEW ZEALAND
Cooperative Business New Zealand (CBNZ)

PHILIPPINES
National Confederation of Coops Inc. (NATCCO)
Philippine Cooperative Center (PCC)
VICTO National Coop Federation & Development Center (VICTO National)
Federation of Peoples’ Sustainable Development (Coop-FPSDC)
MASS-SPECC Coop Development Center (MASS-SPECC)
Union of Legitimate Service Contracting Coops (ULSCC)
Cooperative Development Authority (CDA)
Aurora Integrated Multipurpose Cooperative (AIMCoop)
Metro South Cooperative Bank (MSCB)
1 Cooperative Insurance System of the Philippines Life and General 
Insurance (1CISP)

MALAYSIA
Malaysian National Cooperative 
Movement (ANGKASA)
National Land Finance Cooperative 
Society Ltd. (NLFCS)
Cooperative Institute of Malaysia (CIM)

CHINA
All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops (ACFSMC)
All China Federation of Handicraft & Industrial Coops 
(ACFHIC) 
International Committee for the Promotion of Chinese 
Industrial Co-operatives (ICCIC)
Heilongjiang Guhe Cooperative Association (GUHE)

JAPAN
Central Union of Agricultural Coops  
(JA-ZENCHU)
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union 
(JCCU)
IE-NO-HIKARI Association
Japan Cooperative Insurance Association 
Inc. (JCIA)
Japanese Workers’ Cooperative Union 
(JWCU)
Japanese Health and Welfare Coop 
Federation (HeW Coop)
National Association of Labour Banks 
(NALB)
National Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperative Associations (ZEN-NOH)
National Federation of Fisheries 
Cooperative Association (JF-ZENGYOREN)

National Federation of Forest Owners’ 
Cooperative Associations (ZENMORI-REN)
National Federation of University Coop 
Associations (NFUCA)
National Federation of Workers and 
Consumers Insurance Cooperatives 
(ZENROSAI)
National Mutual Insurance Federation of 
Agricultural Cooperatives (ZENKYOREN)
The Japan Agricultural News (Nihon-
Nogyo-Shimbun)
The Norinchukin Bank
Japan Cooperative Alliance (JCA)
Japan Coop Insurance Consumers’ Coop 
Federation (JCIF)

VIETNAM
Vietnam Cooperative Alliance (VCA)
Vietnam National Industrial, 
Handicraft and Commercial Coop 
Enterprises Association (ViCCA)

MYANMAR
Central Cooperative Society 
Limited (CCS)





Disclaimer

The content of the articles carrying information about the activities conducted under the ‘ICA-EU 
Partnership on Development: People Centred Businesses in Action’, are the sole responsibility of the ICA-AP 
and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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Cooperative Principles
The cooperative principles are guidelines by which cooperatives put their values into practice. 

1. Voluntary and Open Membership

Cooperatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and willing 
to accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious 
discrimination.

2. Democratic Member Control

Cooperatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting 
their policies and making decisions. Men and women serving as elected representatives are accountable 
to the membership. In primary cooperatives members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote) 
and cooperatives at other levels are also organised in a democratic manner.

3. Member Economic Participation

Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the common property of the cooperative. Members usually receive limited 
compensation, if any, on capital subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses 
for any or all of the following purposes: developing their cooperative, possibly by setting up reserves, 
part of which at least would be indivisible; benefiting members in proportion to their transactions with 
the cooperative; and supporting other activities approved by the membership.

4. Autonomy and Independence

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, 
they do so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and maintain their cooperative 
autonomy.

5. Education, Training, and Information

Cooperatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, managers, 
and employees so they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-operatives. They 
inform the general public - particularly young people and opinion leaders - about the nature and 
benefits of co-operation.

6. Cooperation among Cooperatives

Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the cooperative movement by 
working together through local, national, regional and international structures.

7. Concern for wCommunity

Cooperatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies approved 
by their members.
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