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Message from the President
and the Regional Director

We have seen cooperatives rise to the
occasion, show their contribution to the real
economy, and prove their resilience.

Li Chunsheng
President

Balasubramanian Iyer
Regional Director

Dear Members,
We are delighted to present the 2020
Annual Activities Report for the ICA AsiaPacific!
2020 has been a challenging year with the
COVID-19 pandemic impacting all aspects
of our lives. While the virus still comes in
waves, the mass efforts to vaccinate gives
us hope that things will be better from
2021. We now need to deal with the effects
of economic slowdown, loss of jobs, steep
drop in business, and a toll on mental and
physical well-being.
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2020 marked the 60th Year for ICA in the
Asia and Pacific region. The ICA Regional
Office and Education Center was opened on
14th November 1960, by late Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of
India. ICA ROEC was the first to be set up by
the ICA as the precursor and a model for
other regional offices. Starting with seven
members from six countries, the ICA-AP
today serves 110 member organisations
from 32 countries. It has been able to
consolidate the thought-process within the
movement in the region and provide
platforms for discussions, exchange of
experiences, and mutual collaboration. Over
the past 60 years, it has helped in the
development of cooperatives, assisted in the
improvement of managerial and decisionmaking capacity of the members, and
strengthened the knowledge base of
members in the region.

Left: Books on cooperatives
released in 2020
Right: Participants at the GYF20
photo booth

The
COVID-19
outbreak
disrupted
scheduled activities across the region and
many of the planned physical activities were
put on hold. We made the transition to
online platforms and focused on the
adoption of technology. Webinars were
held on several topical subjects like
education, environment, technology, and
work. The ICA-AP Women Committee in
collaboration with Working Women’s
Forum (WWF), India and with the support
of the Japanese Consumers’ Co-operative
Union (JCCU) organised a training of
trainers (ToT) on digital financial inclusion
for women cooperators. We celebrated
International
Day
of
Cooperatives,
Cooperatives for Climate Action and put
forth our position paper. The training
programmes under the aegis of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF), Government of Japan were moved
online. The ICA-EU Partnership on
Cooperatives in Development PeopleCentered Businesses in Action Project in its
fifth year was active on many fronts.
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All the events and activities were to address
the Project’s three strategic priorities –
Sustainable Development Goals, Youth
Inclusion and Work, and Ownership.
During the year, the following cooperatives
joined the ICA - Jiangsu Supply and
Marketing General Cooperative (JSMGC)
and Fujian Federation of Supply & Marketing
Coops (Fujian Coop) from China; National
Federation
of
People-based
Coop
Enterprises-INKUR, Indonesia; Cooperative
Work Agency (CWA), Palestine; CLIMBS Life
and
General
Insurance
Cooperative
(CLIMBS), Philippines; and the Cooperative
Development and Registrar of Cooperative
Societies (CDRCS), Sri Lanka.
Malaysia was host to the first Global Youth
Forum, a week-long immersive training for
youth entrepreneurs (ages 18-35) and
cooperators from around the world. Over
150 participants from 50 countries and 20
trainers, professionals, and experts from
around the world participated in the event

which
addressed
entrepreneurship,
governance, SDGs, research, and project
management. President Ariel Guarco who
attended GYF met with ICA members in
Malaysia and the Philippines.
The region organised online COOPATHON
3.0, the third in the series to engage youth
and source from them sustainable,
innovative, and technologically enabled
solutions to address the challenges in the
social and service sectors posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The first prize went to
INNOGAME COOP from Indonesia; the
second to MYCOON from India, and the
third to Design for Impact from India! Two
cooperatives, RedRoot from the Philippines
and PerMaTa from Indonesia were among
the winners of the Replication Project. The
ICA-AP Youth Committee marked the third
edition of the Go Green Campaign, ‘as the
World Goes Green’, with Africa, America,
Asia and Pacific. It brought the youth to the
fore as a driving force to work on
Cooperatives and SDG-13: Climate Action.
The 15th ICA-AP Research Conference was
held online and dedicated to Dr. T.
Paranjothi. The 2020 Dr. Mauritz Bonow
Young Researcher award was given to Mr.
Abhishek Saxena, Research Fellow at
Institute of Rural Management Anand
(IRMA), India; and Ms. Sreelaksmi C. C.,
Research Scholar at School of Management
Studies, Cochin University of Science and
Technology, India.
During the year, two books on cooperatives
were published. Waking the Asian Pacific
Cooperative Potential, launched in June
2020, is based on a cross-country
comparison methodology of successful
cooperatives in different socio-political
systems.
Page 3 | Annual Activities Report 2020

Cooperatives and Social Innovation,
released in December 2020, discusses social
innovations by cooperatives from the Asia
and Pacific region.
We mourn the passing of Mr. Kwek Kok
Kwong, Mr. Sethu Madhavan, Mr. Prem
Kumar, Dr. T. Paranjothi and Royal
Professor. Ungku A. Aziz.
Mr. Kwek Kok Kwong, CEO of NTUC
Learning Hub Co-operatives, was elected to
the Regional Board in November 2016 in
India and to the ICA Global Board in 2017 in
Malaysia. KK or K3 as he was popularly
known was very committed to the AsiaPacific region and ever keen to see that
cooperatives keep pace with technology.
Mr. Sethu Madhavan joined ICA-AP in 1975
and for over 45 years working with sincerity
and
dedication,
for
members
and
cooperatives in the region. He was always
there to answer questions, ever eager to
help members, a friend and mentor to staff,
sincere in his work, and meticulous in
whatever task he undertook.
Mr. Prem Kumar was also one of ICA-AP’s
longest-serving staff members who joined in
the 1960s and retired in 2007. He served as
the Manager Administration, PA to the
Regional Director and Coordinator of the
ICA-MAFF, Government of Japan sponsored
training programmes.
Dr. T. Paranjothi, served as the ViceChairperson, ICA-AP Committee on
Cooperative Research. He was continually
associated in several areas of academic
research and led and guided several
important initiatives such as annual research
conferences and paper publications.

Royal Professor Aziz was a towering
intellect who stressed on cooperative
values and principles, ensured cooperative
education was made integral in the school
curriculum and promoted gender in all its
dimensions. He was a key figure in guiding
the Asia and Pacific region when he served
on the ICA-AP Regional Board.
We are thankful to our Malaysia Business
Office sponsoring organisations – All China
Federation of Supply and Marketing
Cooperatives
(ACFSMC),
Japanese
Consumers’ Co-operative Union (JCCU),
National
Agricultural
Cooperative
Federation (NACF), and Malaysian National
Cooperative Movement (ANGKASA). We
continue to receive generous support from
MAFF, Government of Japan to foster
leadership and develop cooperatives in the
Asia and Pacific region.

Li Chunsheng
President
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The ICA-EU Partnership on Cooperatives in
Development People-Centered Businesses
in Action (#coops4dev) is helping strengthen
the capacity of member federations,
increase advocacy, and improve the visibility
of cooperatives as development actors.
During the year, the regional office
continued its engagement with Aflatoun
International, Asian Farmers Association for
Sustainable Rural Development (AFA);
Fairtrade Network of Asia and Pacific
Producers (Fairtrade NAPP); IRMA; and the
UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UNDESA).
We look forward to your continued support
in 2021!

Balasubramanian Iyer
Regional Director

YTITNEDI POO

25th Anniversary
of ICA Statement
of Identity

The Statement on the Cooperative Identity (SCI) was introduced at the
ICA’s 100th Anniversary Celebration during the 31st World Congress held
in 1995 in Manchester. After a detailed consultation process within the
cooperative movement, ICA brought out a definition, a set of cooperative
and ethical values, and a modified set of principles with the inclusion of a
seventh principle – Concern for Community!
A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united
voluntarily to meet their common economic, social, and cultural needs
and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically-controlled
enterprise.
Cooperative Values

01
02
03
04
05
06

Self-help

Self-responsibility
Democracy
Equality
Equity
Solidarity

Cooperative Principles

01
02
03
04
05
06
07

Voluntary and Open
Membership
Democratic Member
Control
Member Economic
Participation
Autonomy and
Independence
Education, Training,
and Information
Cooperation among
Cooperatives
Concern for
Community

2020 marked the 125th anniversary of the ICA, founded in 1895 at its first
Congress in London, and the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the ICA
SCI. To mark both these milestones, ICA had planned the 33rd World
Cooperative Congress in Seoul, Korea in November 2020, with the theme
‘Deepening our Cooperative Identity’. However, due to the COVID-19
pandemic and the resulting lockdowns and travel restrictions, the
Congress had to be postponed. It will now be held from 1st to 3rd
December 2021 in Seoul. The Congress schedule can be accessed at
https://ICAWorldCoopCongress.coop.

YTITNEDI POO

In 2015, the ICA released the Guidance Notes on the Cooperative
Principles. The update gives guidance on the practical application of the
Principles to the governance and operation of cooperatives in the 21st
century.

02

Sixty Years of International
Cooperative Alliance Asia
and Pacific
The ICA-AP celebrated its 60th anniversary
on 14th November 2020. The ICA came to
the Asia and Pacific region with the
establishment of the Regional Office and
Education Center (ROEC) on 14th
November 1960. It was opened by late Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister
of India. ROEC was the first to be set up by
the ICA as the precursor and a model for
other regional offices. The Regional Office
has been situated in New Delhi (India) from
the start with branch offices in Singapore
(1999 to 2012) and Malaysia (2013
onwards).
Starting with seven members from six
countries, today, it serves 110 member
organisations from 32 countries.
Given the commendable work done by the
ICA ROEC and based on the demands made
by cooperators from the region at various
fora, the scope and area of operations were
gradually expanded to cover all countries in
Asia and Pacific region. The office was
called ICA Regional Office for South-East
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Asia from 1960 to 1963; the ICA Regional
Office for Asia from 1963 to 1990; and since
1990 as the International Cooperative
Alliance Asia and Pacific (ICA-AP).

ICA-AP has
worked to
unite, promote,
and develop
cooperatives.
ICA-AP has worked to unite, promote, and
develop cooperatives. It has been able to
consolidate the thought-process within the
movement in the region and provide
platforms for discussions, exchange of
experiences, and mutual collaboration. Over
the past 60 years, it has helped in the
development of cooperatives, assisted in the
improvement of managerial and decisionmaking capacity of the members, and
strengthened the knowledge base of
members in the region.

Online event for 60th anniversary celebration

The Diamond Jubilee Celebration
ICA-AP began the diamond jubilee
celebrations with thematic monthly
newsletters highlighting its achievements
and the work of its various committees. The
newsletters are received by all members of
ICA-AP and stakeholders.
The 60th anniversary was marked by an
online event on 13th November 2020. It
featured
a
lively
discussion
with
cooperators from different parts of the
region, many of whom worked in earnest to
help build the office and the cooperative
movement in the region. Congratulating
everyone
on
the
occasion,
Mr.
Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director,
said that the pillars of support for the region
were the 110 members from 32 countries
who provide sustained support, the
international community of cooperatives
from all the ICA regions, regional board
members and leaders for their steadfast
direction, partners for their solid
engagement, and staff for their unrelenting
commitment.
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Mr. Li Chunsheng, ICA-AP President said,
“ICA-AP has evolved as the largest among
the four ICA regional offices. This could not
have been achieved without the steady
support
from
ICA
members
and
governments in the region, but much is owed
to its enduring practices of cooperative
principles and values. The outbreak of
COVID-19 poses an unprecedented threat
upon us. I am proud to say that ICA-AP and
its members have stood the test together
with other colleagues from ICA with
resilience, solidarity, and cooperation. The
relevance of cooperatives in the region is
greater than at any other time. We shall pool
our wisdom and collective efforts in the face
of new circumstances: to look beyond the
current models and forge new forms of
cooperatives for the next sixty years and
beyond.”
The distinguished speakers who joined the
online event included Mr. Sung-Hee Lee,
Chairman
of
National
Agriculture
Cooperative Federation (NACF), Korea; Dr.
Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President National

Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) and Vice
President ICA-AP; Mr. Bruno Roelants,
Director-General ICA; Dr. Robby Tulus,
Regional Director, ICA-AP (1996-2002); Dr.
Chan-Ho Choi, Regional Director, ICA-AP
(2010-2014);
Mr.
A.H.
Ganesan,
Programme Officer, ICA-AP (1962-1999);
Mr.
Amano
Haruyoshi,
from
the
International Department of Japanese
Consumers’ Co-operative Union (JCCU;)
Mr. Min Raj Kadel, Chairman, National
Cooperative Federation of Nepal (NCF). Mr.
Ariel Guarco, ICA President and Ms. Simel
Esim, Manager International Labour
Organisation (ILO) Coop sent their video
messages congratulating ICA-AP on the
occasion.
Representatives from the first six members
of ICA-AP also joined the celebration. These
included Mr. Sarath Weerasiri, Chairman,
National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka
(then the Cooperative Federation of
Ceylon); Mr. Khin Maung Aye, Chairman,
Central Cooperative Society, Myanmar
(then National Cooperative CouncilBurma); Mr. N. Satyanarayana, Chief
Executive,
NCUI
(then
All-India
Cooperative Union); Mr. Toru Nakaya,
Chairman, JA-Zenchu (then Central Union
of Agricultural Cooperatives, Japan); and
Mr. Dato’ Abdul Fattah Abdullah, President
ANGKASA (then Co-operative Union of
Malaya).
Video messages of Dr. U.S. Awasthi,
Managing
Director,
Indian
Farmers
Fertilizer Cooperative (IFFCO); Dr. Nandini
Azad, Chairperson of the ICA-AP
Committee on Women; Mr. Kok Kwong
Kwek, Chairman, Singapore National
Cooperative Federation (SNCF); Mr. Bhima
Subhramanyam, Chairman, International
Cooperative Banking Association (ICBA);
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Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer presenting the 60-year souvenir to
Mr. Dileep Sanghani, President, NCUI

Mr. Alireza Baneifar, International Affairs
Manager, Iran Chamber of Cooperatives
(ICC) were played during the event.
Messages were also received from the
Business Council of Cooperatives and
Mutuals (BCCM), Australia; Cooperative
Business, New Zealand (CBNZ); Cooperative
Institute of Malaysia (CIM); National
Federation of University Cooperatives
Association (NFUCA), Japan; iCOOP, Korea;
International Solidarity Korea Cooperatives
(ISKC); National Agriculture Cooperative
Central Federation Limited (NACCFL),
Nepal; and the Vietnam Cooperative
Alliance (VCA).
ICA-AP team has established a dedicated
webpage for the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations
showcasing
all
the
congratulatory messages and glimpses of its
rich history. To recognize the contribution of
members and staff, the ICA-AP Regional
Office presented them with the 60 years
souvenir. The Regional Office plans to
release a book capturing its history and work
of the past six decades.

"Collaboration and cooperation between the ILO and the ICA-AP
regional office go back a long way and took on many different
forms. ILO specialists, trainers and educators supported the
strengthening of national cooperative movements and
governmental cooperative development institutions. There were
a number of development cooperation projects where the ILO
and ICA-AP region joined forces. Since I joined ILO COOP during
Simel Esim
Programme Manager the United Nations International Year of Cooperatives in 2012, I
had the good fortune of collaborating with the ICA AP office
ILO COOP
around a range of issues including cooperative policy, youth employment and
entrepreneurship, worker cooperatives, platform cooperatives, and women economic
empowerment through cooperatives."

"It was not an easy journey to continue our cooperative
movements. We experienced the unstable period by block
economies in the 60s, the global financial crisis and the recent
rise of neo-liberalism. Japanese cooperative movement also was
in jeopardy when the government intended to de-mutualize
cooperatives a few years ago. The ICA-AP Regional Assembly in
2016 in New Delhi made the resolution to support the Japanese
Toru Nakaya
President, JA Zenchu cooperative movement, which was a great encouragement for
Japanese cooperators."

06 @ PA-AC

"I have had several opportunities to visit different countries in
your region. I have seen first-hand, how cooperatives can help
people in vulnerable situations, and also be leaders in highly
competitive markets. In different visits, I have come into contact
with different types of cooperatives. In them, I have found
women and men deeply committed to the cooperative values
and principles and proud of their cooperative identity. I hope this
Ariel Guarco
celebration allows to appreciate the valuable work and success
President, ICA
of the last 60 years. And may this milestone drive you to
continue working with the same strength, the same commitment, and the same
cooperative spirit with which you have done so far.”

03

ICA President's Visit to
Asia and Pacific Region

ICA President, Mr. Ariel Guarco visited the
Asia and Pacific region in February 2020 to
take part in the Global Youth Forum:
Cooperative
Entrepreneurship
2020
(#GYF20) in Kuching, Malaysia. He used the
opportunity to meet with ICA members and
key stakeholders in Malaysia and the
Philippines. GYF20 brought together over
150 young entrepreneurs and professionals
from more than 50 countries across the
world, to improve their skills and knowledge
and to motivate them to enhance youth
cooperative entrepreneurship. Speaking at
the opening ceremony, President Guarco
said, "Young people are not the future of the
movement. They must be the present
because the urgent problems of today mean
the future of our movement and our
civilization is at stake."
After attending GYF20 in Kuching, Mr.
Guarco went on to meet with ICA members
and stakeholders in Malaysia, including
ANGKASA, CIM, National Land Finance
Coop Society Limited (NLFCS), Cooperative
Commission of Malaysia (CCM), Ministry of
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Development
of
Entrepreneurs
Cooperatives, and others.

and

Young people are
not the future of
the movement.
They must be the
present.
The discussions dwelled on the principle of
cooperation among cooperatives.
Mr.
Guarco then travelled to the Philippines,
where he was given a public welcome at the
Philippines Senate with majority leader
Senator Juan Miguel Zubiri. Mr. Guarco’s in
his meeting with ICA members - the
Philippines Cooperative Center (PCC),
Cooperative Development Authority (CDA),
National Confederation of Cooperatives
(NATCCO),
MASS-SPEC
Cooperative
Development Center (MASS-SPEC), VICTO

Mr. Guarco addressing the participants at GYF20

National Cooperative Federation and
Development Center (VICTO National),
Metro South Cooperative Bank (MSCB),
Aurora
Integrated
Multipurpose
Cooperative (AIMCoop), 1 Cooperative
Insurance System of the Philippines Life and
General Insurance (1CISP), Federation of
People’s Sustainable Development of
Cooperatives (FPSDC), Union of Legitimate
Service Contracting Cooperatives (ULSCC),
and CLIMBS Life and General Insurance
Cooperative (CLIMB) confirmed the
solidarity of Philippine cooperatives with
the three million cooperatives worldwide.
Mr. Guarco reiterated the people-centred
nature of cooperative businesses, “We are a
movement that puts persons in the centre
of development, and there is no substitute
to meeting people face-to-face...we are a
people-centred economy, and we are
speaking about ourselves. Coops are the
economy in the hands of the people.”
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Keeping in line with the ICA 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, the Philippine
cooperative movement has set its agenda to
create the ‘ideal frame of mind towards the
new vision for 2030’.

Mr. Ariel Guarco at ANGKASA office during his visit
to Malaysia

04

COVID-19 Pandemic &
Members' Response in
Asia and Pacific
In 2020, the world witnessed a severe
pandemic caused by the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). Cooperatives in the services
sector such as cleaning, health, education,
hospitality, retail, security, tourism, and
travel were heavily affected and saw
closures, layoffs, and unemployment due to
mobility restrictions and social distancing
measures imposed by the authorities. The
worst affected were the marginalized and
vulnerable sections of the society. The
extended lockdowns and travel restrictions
changed the work culture as the world got
used to “working from home”. Events and
activities either had to be cancelled or rescheduled and re-planned virtually to suit
the new normal. We also witnessed the
collaborative action of governments,
corporates, private-sector organisations,
civil society organisations, cooperatives,
collective enterprises, and the public.
In these times of hardship, uncertainty and
fear, the need for empathy, solidarity, and
support became more necessary than ever.
The cooperative movement in the region
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responded positively to meet the needs of its
member and community. Members across
the region supported governments with
donations in cash and kind, provided
assistance to their members and engaged
with the community to promote social
campaigns. As people-centred businesses,
cooperatives have shown solidarity for their
members and communities in this crisis.

Members supported
governments with
donations in cash and
kind, provided
assistance to their
members and engaged
with the community.
The ICA launched the Loomio discussion
platform for members around the world to
come together and share their experiences,
needs, challenges, and responses to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Members' Response
to COVID 19
RESPONSE

MEMBERS
NAFED & SEWA (India); JCCU (Japan); iCOOP (Korea); CCS (Myanmar); ESDC,
PACU, & CWA (Palestine); NATCCO & VICTO (Philippines); SANASA (Sri Lanka)

Medical &
Protective Gear
Distribution

IFFCO, NAFSCOB, & SEWA (India); RCEC (Iran); JCCU (Japan); iCOOP (Korea);
CCS (Myanmar); ESDC (Palestine); MASS-SPEC, VICTO, AIMCOOP
(Philippines); SNCF (Singapore)

Medical &
Protective Gear
Production

SEWA (India); Women Cooperatives (Iran)

Financial
Assistance

NCUI, IFFCO, NAFCARD, & NAFSCOB (India); DEKOPIN (Indonesia);
Norinchukin Bank (Japan); ANGKASA (Malaysia); CCS (Myanmar); NCFN, NCBL,
& NACCFL (Nepal); CWA (Palestine); NATCCO, MASS-SPEC, 1CISP, PCC
(Philippines); NTUC (Singapore)

Social
Assistance

ULCCS (India); Women Cooperatives (Iran); KCHSU (Pakistan); VICTO
(Philippines); SNCF (Singapore); SANASA (Sri Lanka)

Provision of
Equipment &
Infrastructure to
Hospitals

ACFSMC (China); NCUI (India); DEKOPIN (Indonesia); JCCU (Japan); CLIMBS,
NATCCO, & 1CISP (Philippines); SANASA (Sri Lanka); VCA (Vietnam)

Online
Education

RCEC (Iran); NFUCA (Japan)

Communication &
Knowledge
Sharing

NAFSCOB (India); DEKOPIN (Indonesia); HewCoop, JA Zenchu, & NFUCA
(Japan); NACCFL (Nepal)

Lobbying &
Communication
with Government

CSL (Australia); JCCU & JF-Zengyoren (Japan); NACCFL (Nepal); CNBZ (New
Zealand)

Cooperative
Collaboration

BCCM (Australia); SNCF (Singapore)

91 - DIVO

Food & Essentials
Distribution

Topical Webinars
The ICA-AP organised webinars on various
topical issues. The first webinar was
organised in May 2020 to discuss the “Post
COVID-19 Response of Cooperatives in
Asia-Pacific”. The webinar with ICA
President, Dr. Ariel Guarco and ICA-AP
President, Mr. Li Chunsheng brought
together global, regional, and national
perspectives on the responses of
cooperatives to COVID-19. Leaders from
apex cooperatives in the region presented
government actions and their member
responses to the pandemic. The presenters
included, Ms. Melina Morrison, CEO of
BCCM, Australia; Mr. Gary Leonardo,
Chairperson of PCC, Philippines; Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Bao, President of the VCA;
Mr. Alireza Banaeifar, International Affairs
Manager of the ICC; Dr. U. S. Awasthi,
Managing Director of IFFCO, India; Dr.
Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President of the
NCUI; and Mr. Satyanarayana, CEO, NCUI.
The COVID-19 pandemic had disrupted the
workplace in a seismic manner and the shift
accelerated internet use and the adoption
of technology, creating opportunities for
cooperatives to expand their services to
members and clients. The webinar on
“Technology
Transformation
in
Cooperatives Post-COVID-19” brought
experts from India, Indonesia, Iran and
Singapore, who advocated the need for
cooperatives to enhance their cooperative’s
presence in the digital space. Mr. Brian San,
Director of Career Agility Product Division,
Strategy & Communications, NTUC
Learning Hub, Singapore; Ms. Anis Saadah,
Co-Founder and CEO of Innocircle,
Indonesia; Mr. Raveendran Kasthuri, CEO
of ULCCS Group, India; Dr. Ghloam Hossein
Hosseininia and Dr. Zarei Behrouz of the
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ICC addressed key issues around education,
cooperation, use and application of digital
platforms to bridge the coop-digital gaps and
address the changing landscape in work and
business.
The ICA-AP Committee on Women held a
“Regional Webinar on the Impact of
COVID-19 on Women Cooperators in Asia
and Pacific” in September 2020. 13 women
leaders from apex cooperatives from 11
countries (India, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Palestine,
Philippines, Singapore, and South Korea)
participated in the webinar. Dr. Nandini
Azad, Chairperson of the ICA-AP Women’s
Committee and President of the Indian
Cooperative Network for Women (ICNW)
and the Working Women Forum (WWF); Ms.
Chitose Arai, ICA-AP Vice-President, ViceChairperson of the Committee, VicePresident of JCCU and Chairperson of Co-op
Mirai; Ms. Juhee Lee, from iCOOP, South
Korea; Ms. Chitra K. Subba from NCF, Nepal;
Ms. Madhavai Vipradas from IFFCO, India;
Ms. Aisha Salem from Economic and Social
Development Center (ESDC), Palestine; Ms.
Cardona Joselita Flores from NATCCO, the
Philippines; Ms. Khin Moh Moh representing
Central
Cooperative
Society
(CCS),
Myanmar; Ms. Patsie Tan from SNCF,
Singapore; Ms. Noorizan Abdul Latif from
ANGKASA, Malaysia; Ms. Zulfa Adams from
Maldives Fishermen’s Association (MFA),
Maldives; and Ms. Errum Sharif Bhaiji from
Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies
Union (KCSHU), Pakistan discussed the
diverse and severe ramifications of the
COVID-19 pandemic on cooperative
business and women cooperators at the
grassroots. Some of the challenges were,
increased domestic violence cases; effect on
mental health; limited involvement of
women in cooperatives response in planning

A still from the webinar 'Impact of
COVID-19 on Education and
Cooperatives in Educational Institutions

and decision making during the pandemic;
and layoffs. The members shared the
approaches adopted by their cooperatives
such as hotlines for women, donations,
production of masks, supply of medicines
and PPE kits.
The ICA Asia and Pacific Committee on
Cooperatives in Educational Institutions
(ICEI) organised a webinar in November
2020 to discuss the “Impact of COVID-19
on Education and Cooperatives in
Educational
Institutions
(campus
cooperatives)”
in
Japan,
Malaysia,
Singapore, and South Korea. The webinar
was
attended
by
50
participants
representing ICA members, staff, students,
and educators in Asia and the Pacific.
COVID-19
majorly
disrupted
the
educational services around the world and
also affected businesses and jobs for the
students, teachers, and staff involved in
campus cooperatives and posed other
challenges, such as lack of in-person
networking, isolation, insecurity about self,
career, and future.
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The speakers included Mr. Balasubramanian
Iyer, Regional Director of ICA-AP; Dr. Mohd.
Azlan Yahya, Chairperson of ICEI and VicePresident of ANGKASA; Mr. Shinichi Maita,
Vice-Chairperson of ICEI; Managing
Director and CEO of NFUCA, Korea; Mr.
Kim Jong-weon, member of ICEI and
President of Korea Federation of University
Co-operatives (KFUC), South Korea; and Mr.
Sim Seng Huat, member of ICEI and Senior
Manager (campus and youth) at SNCF. Mr.
Iyer underlined the need for increased
digitalisation in campus cooperatives and
implementation of Cooperative Principle 6
(Cooperation among Cooperatives) at the
domestic and the international level to
support campus cooperative businesses and
members’ wellbeing.

MARGORP TO

Training of Trainers
on Digital Financial
Inclusion of Women
Cooperators

The ICA-AP Committee on Women in collaboration with WWF-ICNW,
India and with the support of JCCU organised a successful training of
trainers (ToT) Programme on digital financial inclusion of women
cooperators. The ToT was organised at WWF’s headquarters in Chennai,
Tamil Nadu from 16th to 18th September 2020.

A still from the ToT on digital financial inclusion of women cooperators

Organised as a response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
financial sector, the ToT aimed to build the capacity of grassroots women
cooperators. The ToT covered basic concepts on digital (internet) banking
such as downloading money-transfer apps, linking bank account with apps,
creating security pin, and educating women cooperators about the benefits
of using digital banking services. It was delivered in the local language
through interactive modules. The training was attended by 50 women
members, the staff of WWF and ICNW from Chennai, Kanchipuram, and
Vellore.

A still from the ToT on digital financial inclusion of women cooperators

“The digital training was very useful to us. Most of the people that work in
Vellore are from rural areas and we work with microfinance in our office, this
training will be very useful for the village community. We only have an ATM but
do not know anything else in detail. Net banking and online payments are very
rare in villages. These apps are very useful in our daily life. The main aim now is
to educate 6,000 villages/ slums about these facilities. We did a practical session
on WhatsApp web connecting with mobiles and computers. This training will
also be helpful in many ways for our loan members to repay their loans from
homes or use the savings in case of emergencies”, said Ms Esther Rani, a
participant from the Vellore Branch of ICNW.
“I learnt communication methods, how to attach Aadhar card, money
withdrawal, money transactions from mobile phone and net banking. I came to
know that one can save documents, driving license, passport, VISA, Aadhar card,
EB bills and certificates in the digital locker and how one can attach the bank
account through the play store. I will train village women and collect the loans
from the members online. The practical session on mobile phone usage was also
very useful” said another participant, Ms Poorkodi, Head, from Adiramapatinam
Branch of ICNW.

MARGORP TO

The ToT aimed at women cooperators at the primary level was to enable
them to make and receive payments, access loans, and undertake bankingrelated activities anywhere and anytime. The Committee plans to replicate
the training in other countries in future.

05
Youth and Collective
Entrepreneurship

The challenges of rising unemployment and
job dissatisfaction are a cause of concern
among the youth today. UN World Youth
Report 2020, says, “Recent estimates
suggest that 600 million jobs would have to
be created over the next 15 years to meet
youth employment needs. Evidence
indicates that social entrepreneurship can
contribute to sustainable and inclusive job
creation.” Entrepreneurship gets youth to
channelise their energies into creating
businesses while making a living for
themselves. Cooperatives as peoplecentred businesses driven by values and
principles of sharing and cooperation are in
line with the concept of social
entrepreneurship. A global study on Youth
Cooperative Entrepreneurship by CICOPA
shows that in the changing world of work,
“cooperatives can be a concrete tool in the
hands of young people for improving their
work and entrepreneurship conditions.”
Cooperatives can provide decent work
opportunities for vulnerable groups like the
youth and women, and those in the informal
sectors.
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The ICA has been long advocating for the
engagement of young people in the
cooperative ecosystem. A rising interest by
young people in cooperative business model
has been observed during events organised
by the ICA. Principle 5 - Education, Training,
and Information, states “Cooperatives
provide education and training for their
members,
elected
representatives,
managers, and employees so they can
contribute effectively to the development of
their co-operatives. They inform the general
public - particularly young people and
opinion leaders - about the nature and
benefits of co-operation.”

Cooperative
Principle 5:
Education, Training
and Information
ICA-AP through its various programmes and
activities educates and engages the interest
of youth in cooperatives.

Participants during GYF20 in Malaysia

The Global Youth Forum Cooperative Entrepreneurship 2020
The Global Youth Forum - Cooperative
Entrepreneurship 2020 (GYF20) was a firstof-its-kind week-long immersive training for
youth entrepreneurs (ages 18-35) and
cooperators from around the world. Led by
the ICA Global Office, GYF20 took place in
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia from 3rd to 7th
February 2020 with over 150 youth
participants from 50 countries and 20
trainers, professionals, and experts from
around the world. It aimed at creating a
global
network
of
youth
in
entrepreneurship and cooperation. From
the Asia and Pacific region, participants and
trainers joined from India, Indonesia, Iran,
Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Mongolia,
Nepal, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines,
Singapore, and Sri Lanka.
The training programme was spread over
five days and had a combination of
plenaries, interactive sessions, meeting and
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networking sessions, an action zone for
interaction, brainstorming and innovation,
and leisure activities! Each day witnessed
four blocks of 15-20 parallel sessions,
cutting across topics ranging from business
model
generation,
cooperative
entrepreneurship, strategy, cooperative
governance, designing media campaigns and
visibility, the sustainable development goals,
network
mapping,
cooperative
legal
frameworks, cooperative research, project
management, and many more.
GYF2020 was successful in achieving its
objective of providing quality training in
cooperative entrepreneurship to youth and
cooperators. The main outcome was the
passing of the GYF20 Youth Agenda for
Advocacy. The agenda for policy advocacy
was created through inclusive and
democratic discussion and is reflective of the
social and economic agenda that is foremost
on the minds of our youth today.

Youth Agenda for
Advocacy
The transformation of current economic systems requires systemic
changes to the ways youth are tapping into constructive policy dialogue.
Given the current political discourses around the Future of Work and the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the GYF20 was designed to
provide young entrepreneurs from 50 countries with the necessary skills
and opportunities to reach their full potential. The GYF20 has been the
trigger for the majority of participants, to drive forward an ambitious
Agenda for advocacy to continue working on:

02FY

1. Sustainable economies Creation of a democratic process to define and
select social, environmental and economic accountability indicators
that go beyond mere growth Promotion of economic models that aim
to end precarity and enable fair remuneration and decent work which
conform with democratic processes.
2. Collective action Creation of a legal framework to include cooperatives
in political spaces. Bring more diversity and transparency to the
empowerment of communities Include cooperatives in leadership,
redefining it as servant leadership and reporting back with full
transparency so citizens can make informed decisions and take action.
3. Digitalization Promote cooperation among cooperatives by linking
existing cooperatives to platform cooperatives, creating an
environment for interoperability Use technology as an inclusive tool
that complements participation in democratic decision making rather
than jeopardizing it.
4. Education Upgrade the education model towards a more inclusive,
democratic and interactive model Addition of life skill development
and a lifelong learning framework Inclusion of the cooperative model in
all educational institution curriculums at all levels.
5. Just Societies Link and connect the cooperative movement with social
and environmental movements Recognition of intergenerational
inclusiveness, solidarity, respect and co-creation as sources for societal
improvement Creation of a cooperative fund for various social,
environmental and sustainability concerns, such as education.

International Youth Day
The ICA-AP Committee on Youth
Cooperation
(ICYC)
organised
an
international
webinar
on
Youth
Engagement for Global Action to observe
the International Youth Day (IYD) on 12th
August 2020.
The webinar aimed to
promote youth-driven cooperatives by
recognising the needs and interests of youth
and strengthen the youth network.
The webinar featured Ms. Salonie
Muralidhara, Senior Coordinator, SEWA
Federation, India who spoke on Engage
(SDG# 17 Partnerships for the Goals:
Strengthen the means of implementation
and revitalize the global partnership for
sustainable development); Mr. Samuel Oloo,
Chairperson,
Mutarakwa
Harmony
Cooperative, Kenya, Africa who spoke on
Educate (SDG#4 Quality Education: Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all); and Ms. Emily AM Lippold Cheney,
Global Cooperative Activist, the USA as
youth speakers who spoke on, Employ
(SDG#8 Decent Work and Economic
Growth: Promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work
for all) during the panel one session. The
second panel had two guest speakers: Mr.
Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional Director,
ICA-AP talked about how ICA-AP is
promoting the cooperative model among
youth and Mr. Bruno Roelants, DirectorGeneral, ICA shared insights on the role of
youth in the ICA Strategy 2020-2030.
To commemorate IYD 2020, ICA member
ANGKASA from Malaysia and ICEI
organised an international virtual talk on
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Youth
Engagement
through
Entrepreneurship on 12th August. Three
young speakers from Indonesia, Malaysia
and Pakistan were invited to discuss issues
concerning youth, such as job creation;
empowerment
and
innovation;
and
challenges and opportunities for youth post
COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Zaiwin Kassim,
Chairman, KOBIS and TEDx curator from
Malaysia emphasized empowerment and
innovation can ensure rich engagement with
youth in cooperatives. He said that COVID19 is a reset button for the world, and it
allows us to rethink empowerment and
innovation. Emphasizing appreciation, he
said that empowerment is the appreciation
for youth! Ms. Yohana Tamara Yunisa,
Project Manager, Keling Kumang Credit
Union from Indonesia made the case for
creating adequate and meaningful jobs for
young people. Her address focused on
sustainable business which stems from
customer satisfaction and appreciation. She
added that in cooperatives, serving members
well is of great importance. Her cooperative
is helping members in accessing credit to
produce a range of consumer products
enabling them to earn a secure income. Mr.
Ahsan Ali Thakur, Director of IR &
Communications, KCHSU Ltd., Pakistan;
Chairperson, ICYC; and Vice-President of
the ICA Youth Network presented an
insightful take on some of the challenges
faced by youth during the pandemic and the
opportunities to look forward. He
emphasized the need for inclusive and active
measures in the education sector and
opportunities in the areas of skill
enhancement, entrepreneurship, platform
cooperatives, local production of basic goods
and services, social activities, and
volunteerism.

Coopathon 3.0
ICA-AP launched Coopathon, a cooperative
hackathon in 2018, to encourage
technology infusion, innovative models of
collective entrepreneurship and youth
participation within the cooperative
ecosystem. In 2020, ICA-AP organised the
third edition of Coopathon from 11th to
14th December virtually. This was the first
time a cooperative hackathon was
organised as a fully online event and for an
international audience.

Incubator.coop, Mondragon Team Academy,
Korea (MTA Korea), and Travelling
University, China.
The mentors were from Australia, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Philippines,
Spain, and the USA who brought expertise
from diverse fields to add value to the
prototype-building process.

Coopathon 3.0 aimed to identify and solve
contemporary problems and pressing
challenges in the social and service sectors
through an amalgamation of youth energy,
technology integrations, and cooperative
values and principles.
A still from the live pitch session of Coopathon 3.0

A still from Coopathon 3.0 technical session on
Cooperative Innovation Canvas

It brought together a diverse pool of nine
partner organisations from six countries
and 13 mentors from nine countries to
provide event support, mentorship, and
industry-connect for the participants to
develop successful solutions. The partner
organisations were IFFCO, TinkerHub
Foundation,
ANGKASA,
Indonesian
Consortium for Cooperatives Innovation
(ICCI),
Indonesian
Cooperative
Management Institute (IKOPIN), KODI,
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With 41 teams and over 100 participants,
Coopathon 3.0 was a rigorous 72-hour
event. The top-10 finalist teams pitched live
to the judging panel comprising of Ms. Amaia
García Fernández, Co-Leader Mondragon
Team Academy, China & Asia; Mr. Jack Sim,
Founder, Bottom of the Pyramid (BoP) Hub,
Restroom Association of Singapore, the
World Toilet Organisation, and the World
Toilet Day initiative; and Mr. Tarun
Bhargava,
Chairperson
International
Cooperative Entrepreneurship Think Tank
(ICETT) and Joint General Manager, IFFCO.
The winning cooperative ideas ranged from
gaming to biomaterial manufacturing to
learning & earning platform. Inno Game
Coop from Indonesia won the first prize of
$3,000; MYCOON from India the second
prize of $2,000 and Design for Impact from
India the third prize of $1,500.

Meet Coopathon 3.0
Winners

To know more about MYCOOON, click https://youtu.be/1bwBQo8FkZY

MYCOON from India aims to
create youth employment by
manufacturing biomaterials. Their
innovative
model
grows
biomaterials using agriculture
residues and fungal mycelium,
creating employment for the local
youth in the production process.

Design for Impact from India is a
group of five multidisciplinary
designers. Their concept of Learn,
Earn and Invest aims to bring in
design thinking and mindset in the
contemporary education system
through a platform cooperative.
To know more about Design for Impact,
click - https://youtu.be/zozFBjOv5uQ

NOHTAPOO

To know more about Inno Game Coop,
click - https://youtu.be/uMmikjTBjCw

Inno Game Coop (now Pitoo
Coop) from Indonesia is an online
coop hub that produces digital
products like games. Their model
enables anyone with digital and
creative skills to join the platform,
learn
new
courses,
find
teammates, collaborate, create
games, and earn money.

ICA-AP
Cooperative
Research
Conference and Early Career
Researchers’ and Young Scholars’
Workshop
The ICA-AP Committee on Cooperative
Research (ICA-AP CCR) organised the 15th
ICA-AP Cooperative Research Conference
online from 17th to 18th December 2020 in
collaboration
with
the
Agricultural
Cooperative Staff Training Institute
(ACSTI), Government of Kerala, ICA Domus
Trust, ICA-EU Partnership on Cooperatives
in Development, and the Uralungal Labour
Contract Cooperative Society (ULCCS).
The conference was attended by 80
participants from 12 countries viz. Australia
(4), Belgium (1), Ethiopia (1), India (50),
Indonesia (11), Iran (2), Japan (2), Malaysia
(3), Nepal (2), Palestine (2), Spain (1) and Sri
Lanka (1) and comprised of researchers,
policymakers, cooperative practitioners,
young scholars, and students.

A still from the conference

Dr. Y. Dongre, Associate Member, ICA-AP
CCR, in the first workshop, highlighted
where the cooperative research is
positioned and touched upon some of the
ongoing initiatives. The second session led
by Dr. Sidsel Grimstad, Member, ICA-AP
CCR with the help of Dr. Emi Do, Agronomist
and Cooperative Specialist (Japan); Mr.
Garry Cronan, Cooperative Strategist and
Policy Specialist (Australia); and Ms. Heira
Hardiyanti, Lecturer (Indonesia) laid the
vision for cooperative research in near
future by presenting a framework for
publications for young scholars and listing
key areas of research.

ICA-AP along with the ICA Domus trust
instituted the Dr. Mauritz Bonow Young
Researchers’ award in 2016 to recognise
young cooperative researchers. The award
is presented annually during the ICA-AP
Research Conference.
A pioneering initiative by ICA-AP CCR is the
Early Career Researchers’ and Young
Scholars’ Workshop, which started in 2019.
The workshop provides young scholars with
the opportunity to be mentored by senior
academicians and experts on cooperatives.
Two Young Scholar and Early Career
Researcher’s workshops were carried out as
part of the Research Conference. The
workshops aimed to cultivate and enhance
interdisciplinary collaboration.
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A still from the the Early Career Researchers’ and Young
Scholars’ Workshop

The Dr. Mauritz Bonow Young Researchers’
award was presented to Mr. Abhishek
Saxena, Research Fellow, IRMA, India and
Ms. Sreelaksmi C. C., Research Scholar,
School of Management Studies, Cochin
University of Science and Technology, India.

Meet Dr. Mauritz Bonow
Young Researchers’
Award Winners
Abhishek Saxena
Research Fellow, Institute of Rural
Management Anand, India

Sreelaksmi C. C.
Research Scholar, School of Management
Studies Cochin University of Science and
Technology, India
Sreelaksmi received the second prize of
US$ 300. Her study incorporated the
environmental
concern
and
green
perceived value to understand the
adoption and continuance of green
banking and analysed the role of trust &
cooperation in the initial acceptance or
confirmation of the expectation process.

HCRAESE

Abhishek was awarded the first prize of
US$ 500. In his research, he had reviewed
three case studies of cooperative
enterprises/
producer
organisations
promoted in regions susceptible to
environmental degradation and/or trying
to promote good agriculture practices. The
paper looked at the challenges faced by
these producer organisations while trying
to stay viable and benefitting for the
members.

Replication Project
Two Youth Cooperatives from the Asia and
Pacific region - RedRoot from the
Philippines and PerMata from Indonesia
were among the nine winners of the ICA
Global Youth Replication Project. The
Replication Project is an initiative of the ICA
Global Youth Network to understand
existing cooperative youth projects, to
support replication of existing models, and
to create new ones. The programme was
launched in mid-2020 with a global reach.
The winners received funding of EUR
10,000 each and support from mentors to
help them develop cooperatives.

PerMaTa engaged in waste recycling

PerMaTa (Independent Leprosy Association)
from Indonesia proposes to build a
cooperative for waste recycling - solving
waste disposal problems and imparting
environmental
health
education
in
Indonesia. The business model is based on
the concept of the "Waste Banks" which is
already practised in several parts of
Indonesia, but not in their region.

Red Root engaged in their programme - Doodle Earth activities

Red Root from the Philippines is a youth-led
cooperative pioneering in Virtual Events
Platform. It consolidates youth partners,
stakeholders, and event industry suppliers
to cater to events, both virtual (Phase 1) and
physical (Phase 2). It is envisioned to
become the go-to events platform for
organizers/managers, talents, technology
and logistics provider, catering service and
more!
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Red Root engaged in their programme - Doodle Earth activities

Experiences of
Replication Project

We understood that waste can also be profitable if it is managed in the form of
a waste bank. The waste bank can be a solution for the garbage problem and
an opportunity for us to earn an income. For us, it seemed that a cooperative
model with the concept of community economic development based on
democratic procedures is good. Cooperatives teach us not only about business
but also about saving, which is not very common here in Indonesia. Our funds
can be safe because we can monitor the development of cooperatives
together.

Our big idea is to transform the gig economy
of events into a full-blown sustainable
cooperative endeavor. We are building on our
experience as a youth cooperative, both the
good and bad, and identifying effective
strategies that can help jumpstart this new
replication project. It has been our experience
that being young in business in this country is
quite challenging if you do not have the right connections and the capital.
Given the strides set by the international community as well as the current
global challenge, the sector in the Philippines is slowly embracing the
significance of innovation and technology. As forerunners of this, we are at a
great vantage point to help pave the way to new cooperative models.

NOITACILPE

We are young people from the same
background, we all have had leprosy.We all
want to be free from the restraints of stigma
and discrimination that we have experienced
in one way or the other. We see a lot of
garbage in our neighbourhoods, which creates
many problems. People just throw their
garbage bags from their motorbikes onto the
streets.

06

Cooperatives for
Climate Action

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought to
fore the importance of the real economy
and the perils of valuing short-term gains
over longer-term viability. It has also
accentuated the pitfalls of relying on
market-oriented models which increase
inequality and translate into lower levels of
‘social capital’ and wellbeing. COVID-19
pandemic proved once again that the most
vulnerable and marginalised sections of
society are the ones who suffer the most.
Cooperatives as recognized builders of
economic, social, and environmental
sustainability stood in solidarity with the
communities and provided every possible
support to help them adjust to the new
normal and make it a little more bearable.

infections, while disappearing habitats may
force various animal species to migrate,
increasing the chances of spillover
pathogens between them.” Climate change
severely impacts people’s lives and
livelihoods around the world, with disparate
impacts on the vulnerable, economically
disadvantaged, minorities, and women.
These impacts will be even more
pronounced in the Asia-Pacific region as it
has the largest vulnerable population and is
the most disaster-prone region in the world.

The global impact of COVID-19 has
enhanced the importance of climate action.
According
to
the
World
Health
Organisation, “changes in infectious disease
transmission patterns are a likely major
consequence of climate change. Rising
temperatures can create favourable
conditions for the spread of certain

Climate action was the key focus for the ICA
in 2020 and the theme for the International
Day of Cooperatives (IDC) was Cooperatives
for Climate Action. The IDC 2020 was
celebrated on 4th July to highlight the
importance of acting against climate change,
and to encourage others to make a
difference too!
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Climate action was
the key focus for
the ICA in 2020!

Webinar organised by ICYC to mark IDC 2020

International Day of Cooperatives:
Cooperatives for Climate Action
ICA released an interactive map showcasing
what cooperatives did worldwide to act
against climate change. It organised a photo
competition
asking
for
submissions
illustrating #Coops4ClimateAction. A video
competition titled, “In 10 years, I hope…”
was also organised and people were asked
to submit short videos on what they hope to
be the outcome of #Coops4ClimateAction.
The most inspiring videos were later added
to the short video produced for IDC 2020.
To commemorate the occasion, ICA-AP
released a position paper on Cooperatives
for Climate Action to reinforce the 7th
Cooperative Principle (concern for the
community), mobilize members to commit
to climate action and achieve a fair, green
and just transition for all communities,
leaving no one behind. ICA members in Asia
and Pacific were asked to facilitate climate
action by promoting the Cooperative
Page 30 | Annual Activities Report 2020

Identity,
reducing
carbon
footprint,
supporting
Go
Green
Campaign,
implementing 5Rs - Refuse, Reduce, Reuse,
Repurpose, and Recycle; and 2Ss – Save and
Segregate Waste, creating a disaster
response fund, and auditing environment
footprint. The position paper can be read
here.
ICA-AP organised webinars to celebrate IDC
2020. These included a webinar on 14th
June
with
the
theme:
Harnessing
renewables. Experts from the field and
cooperators came together to provide
actionable steps for the adoption of
renewable sources of energy. On 2nd July, a
panel discussion with the authors and
editors of the book: Waking the Asia Pacific
Co-operative Potential was organised. On
the International Day of Cooperatives, a
special virtual event was launched in
collaboration with NCUI to celebrate
cooperatives in climate action.

On 6th July, a webinar on the International
Youth Cooperatives for Climate Action was
held by the ICYC and on 7th July, a webinar
with cooperators to share their experiences
and
case
studies
on,
“Sustaining
Environmental Actions Post COVID-19”.

The
training
deepened
participants’
understanding of climate action and led
them to start skill development programmes,
adopt sustainable practices, and include
climate action in the strategic objectives of
their organisations.

Climate Action Capacity Building
Programme
In November 2019, ICA-AP in collaboration
with its members - Cooperative League of
Thailand (CLT) and (ACFSMC) under the
ICA-EU Partnership organised the capacity
building programme themed, “Save the
Environment
to
Sustain
Future
Generations”, at the CLT Training Center,
Bangkok, Thailand. It focused on
communicating the urgency of climate
action, spreading awareness, and taking
steps to address the effects. It was attended
by 24 participants from eight countries.

Follow-up webinar on Climate Action organised by ICA-AP

On 29th October 2020, ICA-AP organised a
follow-up webinar with the participants
from Asian Confederation of Credit Unions
(ACCU), Thailand; NATCCO Network,
Philippines; IFFCO; and Krishak Bharati
Cooperatives (KRIBHCO), India. They
presented reports on the actions taken by
them post the training.
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A still from the follow-up webinar on Climate Action

ACCU
introduced
Climate
Action
mechanisms to its credit union (CU) network
and added the 6th C of Credit – Climate
Compliance in their loan assessment. ACCU
and NATCCO jointly organised training of
trainer programme for staff from 13
cooperatives in the Philippines. The
graduating trainers, ‘Climate Warriors’
spread awareness about best practices and
multiply the number of trainers across
cooperatives. NATCCO-Micoop Group of
Philippines, IFFCO, and KRIBHCO also
initiated climate action through awareness
campaigns,
tree-plantation
drives,
educational programmes on sustainable
agriculture practices, and promoting the
practice of “reduce, reuse and recycle”.

Value Addition to
Participants – A Case
Study of ACCU

Ms. Elenita V. San Roque, CEO of ACCU noted that going forward, climate
action will be a priority for ACCU and pitched for adding “compliance with
climate action” in the terms and conditions for consideration of loan
applications by the cooperatives.
ACCU introduced the Climate Action mechanism in its credit union (CU)
network presented in the CU Business Solution 26: Guide to Climate
Action, which
RECOGNIZES the impact of climate change to humanity
Enforces the URGENT need to integrate climate action in the daily
lives of members and CU operations
Leverage the SIGNIFICANT FORCE of CU network (36 million strong
in Asia (members) and 34,000 institutions)
Develops an EVOLVING MENU of climate action programmes which
sends out the message that even the smallest contributions can
counter a global climate challenge.
Among ACCU’s climate action initiatives are:
1. Adding the 6th C of Credit – Climate Compliance in Loan Assessment
2. Developing information and awareness posters for members
3. Do-it-yourself Energy/ Climate Audit
4. Credit Union Self-Assessment Waste Audit and Management
5. Waste Audit for Business
6. Climate Finance
7. Integrating Climate Actions in ACCU Business Solutions wherever
applicable

YDUTS ESA

ACCU and NATCCO recognised that climate change causes floods,
droughts, and unpredictability of seasons which results in loss of property
and income for members of cooperatives. This has immediate and longterm effects on the financial stability and sustainability of cooperatives.

07

ICA-MAFF Japan
Capacity Building Project

ICA and the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) Government
of Japan, signed an agreement for the
implementation of the “Capacity Building
Project for Farmers’ Organisations to
Support the Development of Food Value
Chain in Asia and Africa in FY-2020” for the
period April 2020 to March 2021. The
training comprises of four programmes:
Programme-1: Training Course on
Strengthening
Management
and
Development
of
Agricultural
Cooperatives
and
Farmers’
Organisations in Asia and Africa.
Programme-2: Training Course on
Empowering of Rural Women for
Improvement of their Leadership and
Business and Management.
Programme-3: Training Course on
Strengthening of Marketing through
Improvement of Quality of Farm
Produce and Expansion of Marketing
Channels.
Programme-4: Follow-up Guidance and
Survey of Ex-participants
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Given the ongoing impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and continuing restrictions on
travel, the training programmes were held
online. Programme-1 "Strengthening of
Marketing through Improvement of Quality
of Farm Produce and Expansion of
Marketing Channels" was held from 5th to
25th November. The 21-day training was
organised in collaboration with JA-Zenchu
(Central Union of Agriculture Cooperatives
of Japan) and the Institute for the
Development of Agricultural Cooperation in
Asia (IDACA), Japan. It was attended by 13
participants including cooperative officials
and leaders from eight countries – Bhutan,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal,
Philippines, and Sri Lanka.

Due to ongoing impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the training programmes
were held online.

A still from ICA-MAFF training programme
on strengthening of marketing

The topics covered in the training were the
agricultural and cooperative history of
Japan; the role and business of agricultural
cooperatives in the socio-economic
development of the farmers and rural
community; and the business models to
improve the economic value of farm
products thereby expanding markets and
increasing farmers income.
A still from ICA-MAFF training programme's online
certification distribution

A still from ICA-MAFF training programme on
empowering rural women

Programme-2 on “Empowering of Rural
Women for Improvement of their
Leadership and Business and Management
in Asia and Africa-2020” was initiated in
December 2020.
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Part-I of the training programme was
organised from 14th to 18th December
2020 in partnership with IRMA, India and
was aimed to build the capacity of women
leaders and enhance their business
management abilities. Ten participants from
Asian and African countries – India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand,
Kenya, and Swaziland attended the training
programme. Part-II of the programme will be
conducted online by IDACA from 14th
January to 2nd February 2021.

In Memoriam
ICA-AP Regional Office mourns the passing of Mr. Kwek Kok Kwong, Mr.
Sethu Madhavan, Mr. Prem Kumar, Dr. T. Paranjothi and Royal Professor.
Ungku A. Aziz.

MAIROME

Mr. Kwek Kok Kwong was the Board member of
ICA-AP, Board member of ICA Global,
Chairperson of the Singapore National
Cooperative Federation (SNCF), and CEO of
NTUC Learning Hub.
He was elected to the Regional Board in
November 2016 in India and to the ICA Global
Board in 2017 in Malaysia. KK or K3 as he was
popularly known was very committed to the
Asia-Pacific region and ever keen to see that
cooperatives keep pace with technology.

Royal Professor Aziz was a towering intellect
who stressed on cooperative values and
principles, ensured cooperative education was
made integral in the school curriculum and
promoted gender in all its dimensions.
He served as the President of ANGKASA from
its inception in 1971 until 2008. While with the
ICA, he served as Vice Chairman, member of the
ICA-AP Regional Board (then the ICA Regional
Office of Asia Pacific (ICA ROAP) Standing
Committee) and member of the Human
Resource Development Committee of ICA &
ICA-AP. He was a key figure in guiding the Asia
and Pacific region during his tenure.

In Memoriam
Mr. Prem Kumar was also one of ICA-AP’s
longest-serving staff members who joined in the
1960s and retired in 2007.
He served as the Manager Administration, PA to
the Regional Director and Coordinator of the
ICA-MAFF, Government of Japan sponsored
training Programmes.

Dr. T. Paranjothi, served as the ViceChairperson,
ICA-AP
Committee
on
Cooperative Research. He was continually
associated in several areas of academic research
and led and guided several important initiatives
such as annual research conferences and paper
publications.

Mr. Sethu Madhavan joined ICA-AP in 1975 and
for over 45 years, he worked with sincerity and
dedication, for members and cooperatives in the
region.
Sethu was the first point of contact for
members, be it to know about joining ICA, any
issue relating to subscription, or seeking
clarification on rules. He was always there to
answer questions, ever eager to help members,
a friend and mentor to staff, sincere in his work,
and meticulous in whatever task he undertook.
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New Members
in 2020

Jiangsu Supply and
Marketing General
Cooperative
(JSMGC)
China

Cooperative
Development and
Registrar of
Cooperative
Societies (CDRCS)
Sri Lanka

New
Members

National
Federation of
People-based Coop
Enterprises-INKUR
Indonesia
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Fujian Federation
of Supply &
Marketing Coops
(Fujian Coop)
China

CLIMBS Life and
General Insurance
Cooperative
(CLIMBS)
Philippines

Cooperative Work
Agency (CWA)
Palestine
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Others 1%
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9%

EXPENDITURE
Page 38 | Annual Activities Report 2020

2020 Calender of Events
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#

EVENTS

MONTH

LOCATION

1

President Ariel Guarco’s visit to Malaysia and
the Philippines

February 2020

Malaysia and
Philippines

2

Global Youth Forum – Cooperative
Entrepreneurship 2020

February 2020

Malaysia

3

ICA-MAFF Japan Training Course on ‘Fostering
Leaders for Management and Development of
Agricultural Cooperatives in Asia 2019’

February 2020

Thailand and
Japan

4

UNDESA Cooperative Development Workshop
for Pacific Countries

March 2020

Fiji

5

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting

May 2020

Online

6

Webinar: Post COVID-19 Response of
Cooperatives in Asia-Pacific

May 2020

Online

7

Webinar: Post COVID-19 Technology
Transformation in Cooperatives

May 2020

Online

8

Webinar: Harnessing Renewables

June 2020

Online

9

Webinar: Panel Discussion with authors of
Waking the Asia Pacific Cooperative Potential

July 2020

Online

10

Webinar on the International Youth
Cooperatives for Climate Action hosted by ICYC

July 2020

Online

11

#GoGreen 3.0 Campaign

July 2020

Online

12

Webinar: Sustaining Environmental Actions Post
COVID-19

July 2020

Online

13

Virtual Roundtable – Cooperatives in Education
and Training

July 2020

Online

14

Youth Replication Project

July 2020

Online

15

Webinar: Youth Engagement in Global Action

August 2020

Online

16

Capacity Building Workshop on Fairtrade with
Cooperatives: Strengthening farmers and
Workers in the Value Chain

August 2020

Online

17

International Youth Day Virtual talk: ICEI –
ANGKASA: Youth Engagement through
Entrepreneurship

August 2020

Online

18

ICA-AP – Aflatoun International – ICA-Africa:
Inter-Regional Online Workshop on Capacity
Building: Social & Financial Education for Coops

August 2020

Online

2020 Calender of Events
EVENTS

#

MONTH

LOCATION

19

Webinar: Platform Cooperatives: An
Opportunity for Youth Entrepreneurship

August 2020

Online

20

Online Discussion on Regional Framework
Cooperative Law: Pilot Project for South Pacific

August 2020

Online

21

Webinar: Situation of Women Co-operators
during COVID-19

September 2020

Online

22

Training of Trainers on Digital Financial
Inclusion of Women Cooperators

September 2020

Online

23

Online Roundtable Discussion on Worker
Cooperative Buyouts: Strengthening Workers in
the COVID-19 Crisis

September 2020

Online

24

Webinar: Engagement of Cooperatives in the
G20

September 2020

Online

25

Short Film Competition: #COOPSFC2020

October 2020

Online

26

Webinar: Cooperatives in the ICA, “Bracing for
Greater Changes under the New Normal”

October 2020

Online

27

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting

October 2020

Online

28

Regional Consultation Meeting on UN Decade of
Family Farming: Formulating Strategies and
Action Plan to Strengthen Smallholder Family
Farmers in South Asia

November 2020

Online

29

Webinar: Impact of COVID-19 on Education and
Cooperatives in Educational Institutions in Asia
and Pacific

November 2020

Online

30

Online ICA-MAFF Training: Strengthening of
Marketing through Improvement of Quality Farm
Produce & Expansion of Marketing Channels

November 2020

Online

31

60 Years Celebration of ICA-AP

November 2020

Online

32

Remote ROM Review mission on Cooperatives in
Development People-centred Businesses in
Action

November 2020

Online

33

Coopathon 3.0

December 2020

Online

34

15th ICA-AP Cooperative Research Conference

December 2020

Online

35

Online ICA-MAFF Training: Women Empowering
of Rural Women for Improvement of their
Leadership and Business and Management in Asia
and Africa-2020

December 2020

Online

ICA-AP Board Members
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#

NAME

1

Mr. Li Chunsheng

Chairperson

Vice-President, ACFSMC, China

2

Dr. Chandrapal Singh
Yadav

Vice-Chairperson

President, NCUI, India

3

Ms. Chitose Arai

Vice-Chairperson

Vice-President, JCCU, Japan

4

Dato Hj Abdul Fattah Hj
Abdullah

Member

President, ANGKASA, Malaysia

5

Mr. Sung-Hee Lee

Member

Chairman, NACF, Korea

6

Mr. Alireza Gharagozlou

Member

Vice President, Economic and
International Affairs, ICC, Iran

7

Mr. Antonio Aranas

Member

Vice-Chairperson, NATCCO,
Philippines

8

Mr. G.D. Sarath Weerasiri

Member

Chairman, NCCSL, Sri Lanka

9

Mr. H.A.M Nurdin Halid

Member

President, DEKOPIN, Indonesia

10

Mr. Min Raj Kadel

Member

11

Mr. Kwek Kok Kwong

Member

Chairman, SNCF, Singapore

12

Dr. Nandini Azad

Member

Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee
on Women & President WWFICNW

Member

Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee
on Youth Cooperation &
Director - IR & Communications,
KCHSU, Pakistan

13

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur

TITLE

ORGANISATION

Chairperson, NCF, Nepal

ICA-AP Sectoral and
Thematic Committees
COMMITTEE
NAME

OFFICE
TITLE

NAME &
ORGANISATION

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. K. Srinivasa Gowda, IFFCO, India
Dato' Kamarudin Ismail ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Ashok Taneja, ICA-AP

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. Haruyoshi Amano, JCCU, Japan
Dr. Mohd. Azlan Yahya, ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Kok Guan Lim, National Trades Union
Congress Fairprice, Singapore
Mr. Sungjoon Kang, JCCU, Japan

ICA-AP Committee
on Cooperative
Research

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Dr. Akira Kurimoto, JCCU, Japan
Late Dr. T. Paranjothi, NCUI, India
Mr. Mohit Dave, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee
on Credit and
Banking

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. P Shivadasan Nair, NAFCARD, India
Ms. Divina C Quemi, NATCCO, Philippines
Mr. K Kukreja, ICA-AP

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary
Co-Secretary
Co-Secretary

Dr. Mohd. Azlan Yahya, ANGKASA, Malaysia
Mr. Shinichi Maita, NFUCA, Japan
Mrs. Indira Panta, NCBL, Nepal
Ms. Simren Singh, ICA-AP
Dr. Yashwantha Dongre, University of
Mysore, India
Ms. Zenaida Diola, MMAFECCO, Philippines

ICA-AP Committee
on Forestry

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. Seok Hyung, Lee, NFCF, Korea
Mr. S.P. Singh, IFFDC., India
Mr. Ashok Taneja, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee
on Human Resource
Development

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. R.P. Singh, IFFCO, India
Vacant
Late Mr. K. Sethu Madhavan, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee
on Women

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Dr. Nandini Azad, NCUI, India
Ms. Chitose Arai, JCCU, Japan
Mr. Simren Singh, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee
on Youth
Cooperation

Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur, KCHSU, Pakistan
Mr. Alireza Banaeifar, ICC, Iran
Mr. Shree Padmanabhan, ICA-AP

ICA-AP Committee
on Agriculture

ICA-AP Committee
on Consumer

ICA-AP Committee
on Cooperatives
in Educational
Institutions (ICEI)

ICA-AP Members in 2020
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NEPAL

National Cooperative Federation of Nepal (NCFN)
Nepal Agricultural Coop Central Federation Ltd.
(NACCF)
National Cooperative Bank Limited (NCBL)
National Cooperative Development Board (NCDB)
Nepal Multipurpose Central Coop Union Ltd.
(NEMCCU)

MONGOLIA

Mongolian National Cooperative
Alliance (MNCA)
National Association of Mongolian
Agricultural Coops-NAMAC

KAZAKHSTAN

Union of Consumer Cooperation of
the Rep. of Kazakhstan (UCCRK)

KYRGYZSTAN

Cooperatives Union of Kyrgyzstan (CUK)

PALESTINE

Economic & Social
Development Center of
Palestine (ESDC)
Palestinian Agricultural
Cooperative Union (PACU)
Union of Housing Cooperatives
in Palestine (PUHC)
Cooperative Work Agency
(CWA)

JORDAN

Jordan Cooperative
Corporation (JCC)

KUWAIT

Union of Consumer
Cooperative Societies (UCCS)

MALDIVES

U.A.E.

Maldives Fishermen’s
Association (MFA)

Sharjah Cooperative Society (SCS)

BHUTAN
Karachi Coop Housing
Societies Union Ltd. (KCHSU)

IRAN

Iran Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC)
Central Organisation for Rural Cooperatives (CORC)
Central Union of Rural & Agricultural Coops of Iran
(CURACI)
Iran Oilseeds & Vegetable Oil Processing Factories
Cooperative (FARDA Coop)
Pishgaman Cooperative Union (PCU)
Supervision and Coordination Central Union of Rural
and Agricultural Cooperatives (SCURA)
Tose’e Ta’avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
Rah-e-roshd Cooperative Educational Complex
(RCEC)
Central Union of state Rural Production Coops of Iran
(CURPC)
Taavon Insurance Company (TIC)

INDIA

Department of
Agriculture, Marketing
& Coops (DAMC)

PAKISTAN

National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI)
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO)
Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit Society (BUCCS)
Cooperative House Building & Finance Corporation Ltd.
(CHBFC)
Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop Ltd. (IFFDC)
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd. (KRIBHCO)
National Agricultural Coop Marketing Federation of India
National Cooperative Agriculture and Rural Development
Banks’ Federation Ltd (NAFCARD)

BANGLADESH

Bangladesh Jatiya
Samabaya Union (BJSU)
Bangladesh Samabaya
Bank Limited (BSBL)

SRI LANKA

National Cooperative Council of
Sri Lanka (NCCSL)
SANASA Federation Limited
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative
Societies Federation Ltd.
(COOPFED)
National Institute of Cooperative
Development (NICD)
Department of Cooperative
Development (DCD

SINGAPORE
Singapore
National
Cooperative
Federation Ltd.
(SNCF)

THAILAND

Cooperative League of
Thailand (CLT)
Association of Asian
Confederation of Credit
Unions (ACCU)

National Coop Development Corporation (NCDC)
National Federation of Fishers Coops Ltd
(FISHCOPFED)
National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd.
(NAFSCOB)
National Federation of Farmers Procurement,
Processing Retailing Coops of India Limited (NACOF)
Uralungal Labour Contract Coop Society Ltd. (ULCCS)
Tirumalla Tirupati Multi-State Coop Credit Society
(TTMSCC)

ICA-AP Members in 2020
KOREA

National Agricultural
Cooperative Federation (NACF)
iCOOP
Korean Federation of
Community Credit Coops
(KFCCC)
Korean National Federation of
Fisheries Coops (KNFFC)
National Credit Union
Federation of Korea (NACUFOK)
National Forestry Cooperatives
Federation (NFCF)
International Solidarity of Korea
Cooperatives (ISKC)

JAPAN

Central Union of Agricultural Coops
(JA-ZENCHU)
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union
(JCCU)
IE-NO-HIKARI Association
Japan Cooperative Insurance Association Inc.
(JCIA)
Japanese Workers’ Cooperative Union (JWCU)
Japanese Health and Welfare Coop
Federation (HeW Coop)
National Association of Labour Banks (NALB)
National Federation of Agricultural
Cooperative Associations (ZEN-NOH)
National Federation of Fisheries
Cooperative Association (JF-ZENGYOREN)
National Federation of Forest Owners’
Cooperative Associations (ZENMORI-REN)

National Federation of University
Coop Associations (NFUCA)
National Federation of Workers and
Consumers Insurance Cooperatives
(ZENROSAI)
National Mutual Insurance Federation
of Agricultural Cooperatives
(ZENKYOREN)
The Japan Agricultural News (NihonNogyo-Shimbun)
The Norinchukin Bank
Japan Cooperative Alliance (JCA)
Japan Coop Insurance Consumers’
Coop Federation (JCIF)

CHINA

MYANMAR

Central Cooperative Society
Limited (CCS)

All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops (ACFSMC)
All China Federation of Handicraft & Industrial Coops (ACFHIC)
Fujian Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops (Fujian Coop)
International Committee for the Promotion of Chinese
Industrial Co-operatives (ICCIC)
Heilongjiang Guhe Cooperative Association (GUHE)
Jiangsu Supply and Marketing General Cooperative (JSMGC)

PHILIPPINES

VIETNAM

Vietnam Cooperative Alliance (VCA)

MALAYSIA

Malaysian National Cooperative
Movement (ANGKASA)
National Land Finance Cooperative
Society Ltd. (NLFCS)
Cooperative Institute of Malaysia (CIM)

National Confederation of Coops Inc. (NATCCO)
Philippine Cooperative Center (PCC)
VICTO National Coop Federation & Development Center (VICTO
National)
Federation of Peoples’ Sustainable Development (Coop-FPSDC)
MASS-SPECC Coop Development Center (MASS-SPECC)
Union of Legitimate Service Contracting Coops (ULSCC)
Cooperative Development Authority (CDA)
Aurora Integrated Multipurpose Cooperative (AIMCoop)
Metro South Cooperative Bank (MSCB)
1 Cooperative Insurance System of the Philippines Life and General
Insurance (1CISP)
CLIMBS Life and General Insurance Cooperative (CLIMBS)

TIMOR LESTE

National Confederation of Coops
of Timor Leste (CNCTL)

KIRIBATI

Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Cooperatives (MCIC)

INDONESIA

DEKOPIN (The Indonesian
Coop Council)
National Federation of Peoplebased Coop Enterprises-INKUR

VANUATU

Office of Registrar of Cooperatives
and Business Development
Services (ORCBDS)

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Office of Cooperative
Societies (OCS-PNG)

AUSTRALIA

Capricorn Society Limited (CSL)
Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. (CBH Group)
Business Council of Cooperatives and Mutuals (BCCM)

FIJI

Department of Cooperative Business
(DCB), Ministry of of Industry, Fiji

NEW ZEALAND

Cooperative Business New Zealand (CBNZ)

Disclaimer
The content of the articles carrying information about the activities conducted under the ‘ICAEU Partnership on Development: People Centred Businesses in Action’, are the sole
responsibility of the ICA-AP and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European
Union.
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